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Dear brothers and sisters,
What a wonderful time was had by all at the
Consecration. Despite a difficult journey from London on
Friday afternoon, His Eminence, Archbishop Gregorios, was
on very good form and kept us informed of his progress. He
instructed us to begin the Office of Holy Oil before his
arrival so that we would not be too late concluding the
evening services.
Once the party arrived, and it was good to welcome
Deacon Meliton in our midst, the Holy Relics were processed
into church and placed on a table in the midst of the people.
The prayers were offered and Great Vespers was sung.
Besides myself, five priests were present to support our
community.
It was a joy and pleasure to have Dr David Lewis, the
Choirmaster of the Shrewsbury parish, to direct our singers.
He is now an old hand, this being the third such service he
has arranged and, I am sure, will not be the last!
Overnight, a number of parishioners contributed to the
vigil before the relics of the Holy Martyrs of Saint Sava’s
Monastery near Jerusalem who suffered at the time of the
Persian conquest of the holy city (610) (f.d. 16th May).
Archbishop Gregorios and the party with him enjoyed a
meal and a good night’s sleep at the Grosvenor Pulford
Hotel before returning to the church for the celebration of

Matins. The Consecration of the Holy Table and the church
followed and our Archbishop was assisted by nine priests
and two deacons. Three further priests were present in the
large congregation led by the Deputy Lord Mayor of Chester,
Cllr. Bob Rudd, and his spouse.
The Morning continued with the celebration of the first
Divine Liturgy on the newly annointed Holy Table and
concluded with an offering of the Artoklasia in thanksgiving
for the benefactors of our church and parish. Finally His
Eminence raised this unworthy priest to the honour of the
protopresbyterate.
We then retired to the Vicar’s Cross Golf Club for an
exceedingly good lunch that was enjoyed by all. A special
cake was baked displaying the church and a prayer rope on
the icing. It was almost a shame to see it cut up!
By late afternoon, the Archbishop’s party was on its way
to Manchester and all that remained was to return to church
and try to put everything in order for the celebration of the
Divine Liturgy in the morning.
What a glorious and happy weekend where everyone
seemed to have a permanent smile on their faces. Thanks be
to God, what wonderful memories we will have of this
unique occasion.

Wishing you a holy and peaceful Autumn
Fr Pancratios and Presbytera Anna

New Treasurer and Trustee
It is with a mixture of emotions that we say au revoir to our treasurer, Lidia, who has served in office for the last four years,
as she departs to be with her husband, Marc, in China for the next twelve months. We thank her for all the work she has done
in keeping the accounts straight and the parish in the black, despite the heavy expenditure of recent times.
In her stead John Gale is adopted as both Treasurer and Trustee and we thank him for his willingness to serve what is
sometimes considered a thankless task. To help him, please ensure that all communications to the treasurer are directed to the
address given on the last page of this newsletter.

How To Set Up An Icon Corner at Home (concluding part 2)
The home icon corner can be decorated with live flowers.
Traditionally, larger icons are often framed with towels. Such
richly embroidered towels were reserved for use in the icon
corner. Likewise, icons were framed by towels for use during
weddings and the Blessing of Waters. Thus, for example,
after the service for the Blessing of Waters, when the priest
sprinkled the icons with abundant Holy Water, people would
wipe the icons with special towels that they would
incorporate into the icon corner.
There is a tradition that, following the celebration of the
Lord’s Entry into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday), palms or pussy
willow branches that have been blessed in church are kept
near the icons until the following Palm Sunday.
It is customary that on Pentecost, the Day of the Holy
Trinity, homes and icons are decorated with birch branches
as a symbol of the flourishing Church, bearing the gracefilled power of the Holy Spirit.
Which icons should you have at home?
It is essential to have icons of the Saviour and the Mother
of God. The Image of the Lord Jesus Christ, which bears
witness to the Incarnation and to the salvation of mankind,
and of the Theotokos – the most perfect of those who have
lived on earth, who was made worthy of deification, and who
is venerated as more honourable than the Cherubim and
beyond compare more glorious than the Seraphim – are an
essential part of the Orthodox Christian home. The icon of
Christ ordinarily selected for prayer at home is a waist-length
depiction of Christ Pantocrator.
Those with room for a greater number of icons in the
home may supplement their icon corner with depictions of
various revered saints.
Among the icons of the Holy Prophets of God, that of
the Prophet Elias holds a prominent place; prominent among
the icons of the Holy Apostles is that of the Sts. Peter and
Paul, the chiefs among the Apostles.
Among the images of martyrs for Christian Faith, those
encountered most often are icons of the Holy Great Martyr
and Trophy-bearer George and the Holy Great Martyr and
Healer Panteleimon.
It is recommended to have depictions of the Holy
Evangelists, of St. John the Baptist, of the Holy Archangels
Gabriel and Michael, as well as icons of the Feasts, to make a
home icon corner complete.
The selection of icons for one’s home is always an
individual matter. The best person to help one make these
choices is one’s priest – the family’s spiritual father – and it is
to him, or to another clergyman, that one should turn for
advice.

As for icon reproductions, sometimes it makes more
sense to have a good reproduction than a painted icon of
poor quality.
An iconographer should maintain a very demanding
attitude toward his work. Just as a priest does not serve the
Liturgy without due preparation, the iconographer must
approach his service with full awareness of his responsibility.
Unfortunately, both in the past and today, one often
encounters vulgar examples of images that bear no
resemblance to icons. Thus, if a given depiction does not
evoke a sense of piety and a sense of contact with the holy,
or if it is theologically suspect and its technical execution is
unprofessional, it would be best not to purchase such an
item.
However, reproductions of canonical icons, mounted on
a firm backing and blessed in church, can occupy a place of
honour in the home iconostasis.
How and in what order should icons be arranged?
Are there strict rules in that regard?
In church, yes. As to the home prayer corner, we may
limit discussion to a few principal rules.
For example, a collection of icons hung without a sense
of symmetry, without a well thought-out arrangement,
evokes a constant sense of dissatisfaction with the
arrangement and a desire to change everything – something
that often distracts from prayer.
It is likewise essential to remember the principle of
hierarchy: for example, do not place an icon of a locallyvenerated saint above an icon of the Holy Trinity, the
Saviour, the Mother of God, or the Apostles.
Just as on a classic iconostasis, the Icon of the Saviour
should be to the right, and the Mother of God to the left.
What should be our attitude toward holy things? As one
of the attributes of God (Isaiah 6:3), holiness is also reflected
in God’s saints and in physical objects. Therefore, reverence
for holy people and sacred objects and images, as well as
personal striving for authentic communion with God, are
manifestations of a single order.
And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the Lord am
holy (Leviticus 20: 26).
Family icons have always been held in particular
reverence. Following baptism, an infant was brought before
an icon and the priest or master of the house would read
prayers. Parents blessed their children with an icon to pursue
studies, to go on extended journeys, or to engage in public
service. As a sign of their approval of a wedding, parents

likewise blessed newlyweds with icons. Moreover, a person’s
departure from this life took place in the presence of icons.

item, even if it has lost its original appearance, should always
be treated with reverence. If the condition of the icon has
deteriorated with age, it should be taken to church to be
burned in the church furnace. If that proves impossible, you
should burn the icon yourself and bury the ashes in a place
that will not be sullied or disturbed, e.g., in a cemetery or
under a tree in the garden.

It is improper to have arguments or to engage in rowdy or
otherwise improper behaviour before the images of the
saints.
One should instil proper reverence for holy images in
children from a very early age.

The faces that look at us from icons belong to eternity.
Gazing upon them, raise up your prayers to them, asking for
their intercessions. We, the inhabitants of the earthly world,
should never forget our Saviour’s eternal call towards
repentance, perfection, and the deification of every human
soul.

What should you do if an icon’s condition has rendered it
unfit for use and it cannot be restored?
Under no circumstance should such an icon, even one
that has not been blessed, simply be thrown away. A holy

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Random Jottings
.

If sickness is often a consequence of
sin, recovery from sickness often
depends not only on doctors and
medicines, but also on the faith of the
sick person, his repentance, and his
resolve to correct his life. This applies
not only to personal ailments, but also
to the sicknesses of families and entire
societies.
Bishop Mitrophan of Boston +2002

Nothing else leads us into the
Heavenly Kingdom except for this
desire to see another person in the light
of His love: to forget his shortcomings,
his distortedness, his sinful twistedness,
and to see in him Christ Himself, Who
came into the world and made Himself
your neighbour, as the Gospel teaches
us.
Archpriest Alexei Uminsky

“Do not say that it is impossible to
receive the Spirit of God. Do not say
that it is possible to be made whole
without Him. Do not say that one can
possess Him without knowing it. Do
not say that God does not manifest
Himself to man. Do not say that men
cannot perceive the divine light, or that
it is impossible in this age! Never is it
found to be impossible, my friends. On
the contrary, it is entirely possible when
one desires it”
St. Symeon the New Theologian.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Principal Services for September / October
Divine Liturgy every Sunday: Prayers of Preparation 10.30 am -- for Divine Liturgy 11 am
Sunday 1st
Sunday 8th
Sunday 15th
Sunday 22nd
Sunday 29th

Feast Day and other Services during September
10th Sunday after Pentecost: Church New Year
Nativity of the Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary
12th Sunday after Pentecost (for the Elevation of the Cross)
13th Sunday after Pentecost
14th Sunday after Pentecost

Liturgy 11am
Liturgy 11am
Liturgy 11am
Liturgy 11am
Liturgy 11am

Feast Day and other Services during October
Saturday 5th Holywell Pilgrimage (Martyr Charitina of Amythus)
Services begin 10.30am
Sunday 6th 15th Sunday after Pentecost (Holy Apostle Thomas)
Liturgy 11am
Sunday 13th 16th Sunday after Pentecost (Fathers of the 7th Ecumenical Council) Matins 9.30am
Liturgy 11am
Sunday 20th 17th Sunday after Pentecost (Great Martyr Artemius of Antioch)
Liturgy 11am
Sunday 27th 18th Sunday after Pentecost (St Procla, wife of Pontius Pilate)
Matins 9.30am
Liturgy 11am

A few photographs of the Consecration

Progress so far!
Since our last newsletter a fair amount of tidying up has
taken place in the lead up to the Feast of the Consecration.

.

In church the Corona was completed and lifted into place
by the presbytera and myself and hooked up to the electrical
supply. A few days later, the dimmer switch supplying this
circuit exploded, requiring a call by Leo to replace what
turned out to be a faulty switch.

to consecrate the church building) that has fallen onto the
carpeting. We will have to take specialist advice on resolving
this matter. A small price to pay for the joy of this holy
occasion. Those who were present will realise how unwieldy
is a four metre cane with a sponge on the end that has to be
dipped into a container of the hot and very liquid mastic and
then raised to reach high on the walls, there to not merely to
make a mark but to seal the chi-rho symbol several times on
each wall. *Since writing this for the hard copy edition of The Tower,
Marc and I have successfully removed all obvious traces of the waxmastic from the carpets using a combination of steamer, hot iron and
vacuum cleaner.*

To the Glory of God, a week before the Consecration,
George's cousin arrived from Cyprus with a very large
suitcase containing all twelve icons of the Apostles for the
iconostasis. The following day, they were placed into the
screen where they fitted perfectly. All who have seen them
are delighted with the quality of the work and we are grateful
to everyone who has been involved with their execution.

What is still to do? Well, many things apart from the
gutter work on the tower. Re-pointing will be an on-going
task for several years but the fitting of a porch door and
glazed screen is a priority for security, draught-proofing and
the opportunity to make use of the porch as a proper
narthex. This will require permission from the City Council
and some money! It will happen.

Now we are back to normal after the Consecration, the
tower gutters and down-spout have to be cleaned out and
repaired before the winter is on us. We will be calling on a
professional for help with this work.

One result of the Archbishop’s visit is the large quantity
of wax-masic (used to seal the relics into the Holy Table and

Fr Pancratios.

Patriarchal Encyclical for the Ecclesiastical New Year
Prot. No. 735
+ BARTHOLOMEW, By God’s Mercy Archbishop of
Constantinople-New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch
To the Plenitude of the Church: Grace and Peace from
the Creator and Conserver of All Creation, Our Lord God
and Saviour Jesus Christ
Beloved brothers and children in the Lord,
We have come to September 1st, the beginning of the
ecclesiastical year, which the Ecumenical Patriarchate and
subsequently the entire Orthodox Church designated as a day
of prayer for the natural environment. Since then, as a result
of this initiative, the interest in protecting the natural
environment has expanded more broadly and numerous
measures are now taken for the sustainability and balance of
the earth’s ecosystems as well as for all related problems.
Inasmuch as it is well known and proven, that “the laws
of nature are neither dissolved nor disturbed, but always
remain constant” (St. John Chrysostom, On Lazarus VI PG
48. 1042), we are today obliged to focus our attention on the
unseen human interventions impacting the ecological
balance, which is disturbed not only by visible destructive
actions – such as deforestation, depletion of water resources,
the overall exploitation of natural and energy resources,
together with the pollution of immense land or marine
regions by means of spilling or depositing toxic and chemical
materials – but also by activities invisible to the naked eye.
We are speaking of interventions into the genes of living
creatures and the creation of mutations with unforeseen
developments, such as the discovery of ways for releasing
vast powers, atomic and nuclear, whose misuse could
obliterate all traces of life and civilization on our planet. In
such cases, greed and love of power are not the sole criteria
on the part of those seeking to intervene and mutate these
living creatures, which God created as “very good,” but the
arrogance on the part of some that look to oppose God’s
Wisdom and consider themselves capable of improving His
work. The ancient Greeks called this spiritual condition
“hubris,” and it signifies arrogant insolence of someone with
limited mind before the all-knowing and almighty Creator.
Naturally, we are not opposed to scientific research, so
long as it provides beneficial services to humanity and the
environment. Thus, the use of scientific determinations, for
instance, for the healing of illness is surely acceptable; but the
forceful commercial exploitation of resources from
contemporary chemical and biological technology in the light
of some predetermined conclusion that these are not harmful
to humanity, is certainly denounced because it has repeatedly
led to tragic consequences for humanity and the
environment.
Science is quite right to research constantly and
endeavour to explain the natural laws and order. God’s

commandment to the first-created, namely that they “subdue
the earth” (Gen. 9.1), grants the license for research into and
knowledge of the natural and biological mechanisms active in
nature so that the natural environment may be a heavenly
entity. The only condition is that the pursuit and utilization
of knowledge should not aim solely at profit or become an
arrogant effort toward the construction of a new tower of
Babel, whereby God’s creatures seek to reach and perhaps,
through some people’s conceit, even surpass the Creator
Himself. Unfortunately, sometimes human beings forget the
fact that “the source of beauty created all things” (Wisdom
13.3) and “the Lord’s hand established the earth, while His
right hand founded the heavens.” (Is. 48.13)
Consequently, it is our obligation, as shepherds of the
Church and every person of the spirit and the sciences but
also of all devout Christians, to do good and especially to
pray that the divine Creator of all may enlighten the
scientists, who are particularly involved with these issues, that
they may enter the mysteries of nature with humility before
God and respect toward the natural laws so as to avoid the
unnatural use of their research for commercial or other
reasons. A long experience is necessary in order to determine
that the ascertained beneficial repercussions of the
application of new knowledge do not have parallel side
effects that are destructive to the environment as well as to
humanity.
At the creation of the world, the Lord’s voice and original
command that “nature may have its own laws remain in our
world so that it is able to generate and bear fruit for all time”
(Basil the Great,On the Hexaemeron IX PG 29.96) also
guarantee the earth’s sustainability. So the earth will continue
to generate and bear fruit if it is permitted to adhere to its
own natural order and if we as its inhabitants live according
to the commandments and laws of God, abiding by and
practising them. Then He alone “will rain in their season, and
the land shall yield its produce, and the trees of the field shall
yield their fruit . . . And we shall eat our bread to the full and
live securely in our land. And He will grant peace in the
land.” (Lev. 26.4-5)
On the occasion, then, of this important day and the
commencement of the year, we pray with Joshua, the angelic
Symeon, the seven children in Ephesus, and the sacred
Psalmist David that the Lord will send forth His spirit and
renew the face of the earth (cf. Ps. 103.20) to bless the works
of His hands and deem us worthy of peacefully completing
the time that lies before us. And we invoke upon those
undertaking scientific research into the power of nature the
illumination, grace and blessing of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

September 1, 2013

Troparion for the Day of the Environment (1st September)
O Maker of all creation, who has established the times and the seasons by your own power:
Bless the crown of this year with your goodness, O Lord, and keep our rulers and your
flock in peace, by the intercessions of the Theotokos, and save us.

Scripture Reading Calendar for September
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Fast
Fast

Fast
Fast**
Fast**

Fast
Fast

Fast**
Fast

1 Corinthians 4:9.16
2 Corinthians 2:3c-15
2 Corinthians 2:14-3:3
2 Corinthians 3:4-11
2 Corinthians 4:1-12
2 Corinthians 4:13-18
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Philippians 2:5-11
2 Corinthians 5:10-15
2 Corinthians 5:15-21
2 Corinthians 6:11-16b
2 Corinthians 7:1b-10a
2 Corinthians 7:10-16
1 Corinthians 1:18-24
Galatians 2:16-20
2 Corinthians 8:7-15

Matthew 17:14b-23b
Matthew 23:13-22
Matthew 23:23-28
Matthew 23:29-39
Matthew 24:13-28
Matthew 24:27-33,42-51
Matthew 19:3-12
Luke 10:38-42, 11:27-28
Mark 1:9-15
Mark 1:16-22
Mark 1:23-28
Mark 1:29-35
Mark 2:18-22
John 19:6-11,13-20,25-30b
Mark 8:34-9:1
Luke 3:19-22

St Symeon Stylites (the elder) (c428)
St John the Faster, Patriarch of Constantinople (595)
Hieromartyr Anthimos, Bishop of Nicomedia (302)
Hieromartyr Gorazd, Bishop of Moravia (1942)
Martyrdon of St Athanasios, Abbot of Brest (1648)
New Hieromartyr Maximus Sandovich (Poland 1914)
Martyr Sozon of Cilicia (c304)
St Maria (Ivanova), Fool-for-Christ at Diveyevo (1931)
Ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna
St Pulcheria the Empress (453)
St Euphrosynos the Cook of Alexandria (9thC)
Hieromartyr Autonomos, Bishop in Italy (313)
St Peter of Atroa (9thC)
Fathers of the Sixth Ecumenical Council (686)
St Symeon, Archbishop of Thessalonica (1429)
Schema-Hieromonk Kushka of Odessa (1964)

2 Corinthians 8:16-9:5

Luke 3:23-4:1

Martyr Sophia and her three daughters (c137)

2 Corinthians 9:12-10:7
2 Corinthians 10:7b-18
2 Corinthians 11:5-21a
1 Corinthians 1:26-2:5
1 Corinthians 16:13-24
2 Corinthians 12:10-19
2 Corinthians 12:20-13:2
2 Corinthians 13:3-14
Galatians 1:1-3,20-2:5
Galatians 2:6-10
1 Corinthians 4:1-5
2 Corinthians 1:21-2:4
Galatians 2:11-16

Luke 4:1-15
Luke 4:16-22a
Luke 4:22-30
John 6:21-30
Luke 5:1-11
Luke 4:38-44
Luke 5:12-16
Luke 5:33-39
Luke 6:12-19
Luke 6:17-23a
Luke 5:17-26
Luke 6:31-36
Luke 6:24-30

* Wine is allowed on this day ** Wine & Oil are allowed on this day

Martyr Ariadne of Phrygia (2ndC)
St Theodore of Tarsus, Archbishop of Canterbury (690
Martyrs Michael and Theodore of Chernigov (1245)
Prophet Jonah (c8thC BC)
St Paraskeva, Fool-for-Christ at Diveyevo (1915)
Sts Xanthippe and Polixene (109)
St Silouan of Mount Athos (1938)
St Sergius of Radonezh (1392)
Holy Apostle and Evangelist John (2ndC)
New Martyr Aquilina at Thessalonica (1764)
St Chariton the Confessor (c350)
St Cyriacus the Hermit of Palestine (556)
St Michael, First Metropolitan of Kiev (992)
*** Fish, Wine & Oil are allowed on this day

Sundays are shown in Bold

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please remember, if you are a UK taxpayer we can recover the tax that you have paid on your contribution to the
work of the church – but only if you fill in an envelope (to be found at the church door) and place your gift in it.
Especially in these difficult times, the church needs your financial support. As I'm sure you understand, work on
our church building is ongoing and expensive, besides our ordinary day-to-day expenses. May God bless you all for
your support in these matters and may you seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit in forming a regular and
responsible habit of giving for the work of His Church.

Priest in Charge: Very Rev’d Protopresbyter Pancratios Sanders
42 Withens Lane, Wallasey, Wirral. CH45 7NN
Telephone: 0151 639 6509; Mobile: 07850 467675
email: pancratios@btinternet.com
President: Marc Greenwood,
6 Meadow Close, Cuddington, Northwich. CW8 2LZ
Treasurer: Robert Gale
40 Ffordd Parc, Bodnant off Nantle Road, Prestatyn. LL19 9LJ
Secretary: Presbytera Anna Sanders
42 Withens Lane, Wallasey, Wirral. CH45 7NN
(Telephone & email as above.)
The Divine Liturgy is served at the Church of Saint Barbara the Great Martyr, Handbridge, Chester each Sunday at 11.00am and on all the
major Feasts.
The Vespers Service is normally served each Saturday at Fr. Pancratios' home (please check time before travelling any distance).
Fr Pancratios is normally in church during the day on Tuesdays & Thursdays. Please phone him before setting out to avoid a wasted journey.
Church (Sunday) School is held after the time of Communion every Sunday of each month during school term times (except on major feasts).
Pastoral Visits should be arranged by contacting Fr Pancratios.
Weddings, Baptisms, Receptions etc., by arrangement with Father Pancratios.
Confessions before the Divine Liturgy or after Vespers. In Lent on Wednesdays and Fridays 5.30 - 6.30pm and at other times by arrangement.
Catechism Classes by arrangement with Fr Pancratios.

OIKOUMENIKON PATRIARCEION - IERA ARCIEPISKOPH QUATEIRWN KAI MEGALHS BRETANIAS

Membership Subscription 2013/14
Greek Orthodox Community of Saint Barbara the Great Martyr
Overleigh Cemetery Chapel, Overleigh Road, Chester. CH4 7HW
Title:_____Initials:_______Surname:______________________________
Address:____________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Postcode:________________Date:_______________________________
I enclose herewith £25.00 annual subscription*

£

Add £1.00 Free Will Offering to the Archdiocese £
I enclose a gift for the work of the church

£
______________

(*unwaged £15.00 plus £1.00 FWO)

£
===========

I am a UK taxpayer intending tax to be reclaimed on the enclosed donation made under the Gift Aid
scheme
(please delete if not applicable)
Signature:___________________________________________________
Please return to the Treasurer with your gift::

John Gale, 40 Ffordd Parc, Bodnant off Nantle Road, Prestatyn. LL19 9LJ
Please note that only Orthodox Christians in good standing may hold full membership and be permitted to
vote at general meetings. Non-Orthodox Christians are most welcome to subscribe as friends and supporters
of the Greek Orthodox Community of Saint Barbara the Great Martyr, Chester.

Please print, cut out, and sent with your donation to the Treasurer. The community is grateful for every contribution received
so that the work of the church may continue. In the present difficult economic climate such gifts are a true sacrifice. Please
remember that there is a reduction for those not in work and that it is also possible to make your giving quarterly.

