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Dear brothers and sisters, 

Christ is in our midst!
  At the beginning of September, baby David, the son of Mihaela and 

Szilard Borcsa and the following day baby Luca the son of Melissa and 
Liviu Heath were received  into the church by Baptism. May God bless 
these little ones and their families.

During the month The Anglican-Orthodox Conference met in Chester 
and on the Feast  of the Nativity  of the Theotokos the attendees were 
present  at  the  Divine  Liturgy.  Principal  Celebrants  were  Metropolitan 
Kallistos  of  Diokleia,  Archbishop  Elisey  of  Sourozh  and  Bishop 
Chrysostomos of Kyaneia. A Deacon and two Subdeacons took care of all 
the necessary tasks which left the parish priest with little to do! It was a 
wonderful day for all the faithful who were able to be present. I had never  
before thought to liken our Holy Bishops to London buses – you wait 
forever for one and then three turn up together! It was a pleasure also to 
welcome Father Alexander Haig from Saint Helen's Antiochian parish in 
Colchester and a bishop from Cyprus who were also present together with 
Bishop Peter, the Diocesan Bishop of Chester and other senior Anglican 
clergy.

The President and Fr. Pancratios met lighting and heating engineers at 
church during the month and they have now given us guidance on the 
requirements for our electricity supply.

Also during the month Fr. Pancratios attended a regional meeting of the 
Archdiocesan Central Fund in Coventry. This is a new initiative by our 
Archbishop  to  develop  a  significant  financial  reserve  to  provide  low 
interest  loans for parishes  facing major works  for which they may not 
have the  resources  to  hand.  It  will  also,  eventually,  form the  basis  by 
which the clergy of the diocese may be paid from this central fund. It will 
not come cheap for any of us but the long term benefits will be certainly 
advantageous for all our parishes.

Wishing you a Holy and Blessed Autumn
Fr Pancratios and Presbytera Anna

Parish Lunch
The  October  parish  lunch  will  be  held  on 

Sunday 14th. The usual donation applies.
-----------------------------------------

Singers, where are you?
We are still in real need of volunteers with a 

reasonable  singing  voice  and  who  may  also 
available  for  occasional  weekday  services. 
Training given!

Not  an  arduous  task  but  essential  for  the 
well-being of our worshipping community.

-------------------------------------------
Church School 

Church School is now open. It is our duty as 
parents  and  godparents  to  bring  up  our 
children in the Christian Faith. They will  not 
learn  their  faith  unless  we  bring  them  to 
Divine  Liturgy  and  church  school  regularly. 
For  your  souls’  sakes,  do  not  fail  your  little 
ones.

---------------------------------------
Car Parking

Might  I  continue to remind everyone  that 
car parking is available in the lay-by opposite 
the cemetery gates and in River Lane, adjacent 
to  the  lower  cemetery.  Please  do  not  cause 
obstruction in the cemetery grounds.

Strive to enter the shrine within you and you will see the shrine of heaven for the one is the same as the other and a single entrance permits you  
to see both. The ladder leading to that kingdom is hidden within you, that is, within your soul: cleanse yourself from sin and there you will find  
the steps by which to ascend.

St Isaac the Syrian +373

http://www.saintbarbara.org.uk/
http://www.thyateira.org.uk/


Progress so far!
A great team of helpers gathered at church recently to erect 

the main structure of the Iconostasis. A little bit of juggling 
ensured a perfect fit and the whole went together within a 
couple of hours. A couple of days later and a couple of us 
saw  some  of  the  minor  work  completed  and  the  four 
principal icons installed.  Please, do NOT venerate these icons in  
the immediate future as they have not been varnished. We have to wait  
about a year before this can be done in order to allow the tempera to  
harden. Everyone seems to like the style of the iconostasis, in 
keeping with the simplicity of the interior. The Holy Doors 
and the Deacon's Doors are now being fabricated and may 
be installed in the next few weeks. Icons of the Archangels 
are provisionally ordered and the Twelve Apostles are yet to 
be  ordered  as  is  the  Annunciation  panels  for  the  Holy 
Doors.  Your  contributions  for  these  icons  are  most 
welcome.

By the time you read this, the kitchen will be complete and 

will make the management of our refreshments much easier. 
There  will  be  far  more  storage  space  for  crockery  and 
cleaning  materials.  We will  also  be  able  to  more  securely 
store the Sunday School materials. A further task will be to 
install  suitable  bookshelves  for  our  library.  We  still  need  
someone to take on the task of librarian.

A volunteer has offered to strip all the external doors of 
old paint and varnish and re-varnish them to show off the 
fine wood they are made from. We will also need to attend 
to  the  exterior  paint  work  and  repair  rotted  timber  and 
missing slates and pointing. This will need scaffolding and 
good weather. Do we have any volunteers for this essential 
task?

Thank you, one and all, who have helped, and continue to 
help, in so many ways with the improvements to our church; 
it is greatly appreciated. May God's blessing be upon you.

Fr Pancratios.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------          
Principal Services for October & November 2012

Divine Liturgy every Sunday: Prayers of Preparation       10.30 am for Divine Liturgy 11 am

Feast Day & Other Services during OCTOBER
Saturday 6th Pan-Orthodox Pilgrimage to Holywell Liturgy 11am
Sunday 7th 18th Sunday after Pentecost Liturgy 11am
Sunday 14th 19th Sunday after Pentecost Liturgy 11am

Saturday 20th Memorial Saturday 11am
Sunday 21st 20th Sunday after Pentecost Liturgy 11am
Sunday 28th 21st Sunday after Pentecost Liturgy 11am

Feast Day & Other Services during NOVEMBER
Sunday 4th 22nd Sunday after Pentecost Liturgy 11am
Sunday 11th 23rd Sunday after Pentecost Liturgy 11am
Sunday 18th 24th Sunday after Pentecost Liturgy 11am

Thursday 15th - Beginning of the Nativity Fast
Tuesday 20th Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple Vigil 6.30pm
Sunday 25th 25th Sunday after Pentecost Liturgy 11am

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The next Community Board Meeting

is on 21st October. All matters for discussion should be with the Secretary before the beginning of 
the month. Please ensure your attendance.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A further Kontakion from the Akathist “Glory to God for All Things”

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit enlightens the thoughts of artists, poets, and scientists. Their 
great minds receive from you prophetic insights into your laws, and reveal to us the depth of your 
creative wisdom. Unwittingly, their works speak of you; how great you are in all you have created, 
how great you are in man!

This Akathist Hymn was written by Metropolitan Tryphon of Turkestan in 1934





The Righteous Nikephoros the Leper (1890-1964)

Father  Nikephoros  (in  the  world,  Nicholas)  was 
born  in  a  village  of  Chania,  in  Serikari.  His  parents  were 
simple  and pious  villagers,  who  while  he  was  still  a  small 
child,  died  and  left  him  an  orphan.  Thus,  at  the  age  of 
thirteen he left his home, traveled to Chania and began to 
work  in  a  barbershop.  There  he  started  to  show the  first 
signs  of  Hansen’s  disease  (i.e. 
leprosy). At that time, lepers were 
exiled to the island of Spinalonga, 
because  leprosy  was  a 
transmissible  disease  and  was 
treated  with  fear  and  horror. 
Nicholas,  when  he  was  sixteen 
years old and when the signs of 
his  disease  began  to  be  more 
visible,  had  to  flee  from 
enclosure  on  Spinalonga  on  a 
boat  for  Egypt.  There  he 
remained working in Alexandria, 
again  in  a  barbershop,  however 
the  signs  of  his  disease  became 
even more evident, especially on 
his  hands and face.  Due  to  the 
suggestions of a cleric he fled to 
Chios  where  there  was  a  home 
for lepers, in which was a priest, 
Father Anthimos Vagianos,  later 
St. Anthimos of Chios.

Nicholas  reached  Chios  in 
1914  at  the  age  of  24.  At  the 
leper home in Chios, where there 
was a grouping of many beautiful 
little  homes,  was  a  chapel  of  Saint  Lazaros,  where  was 
preserved the wonder-working icon of Panagia of Ypakoe 
(Obedience).  In  that  place  was  opened  the  stadium  of 
virtues for  Nicholas.  Within  two  years  Saint  Anthimos 
discerned  that  he  was  ready  for  the  angelic  schema  and 
tonsured  him  a  monk  with  the  name  Nikephoros.  The 
disease progressed and evolved in the absence of  suitable 
medicines, and brought many great changes (the medicine 
was found later, in 1947).

Father  Nikephoros  lived  with  indiscriminate,  genuine 
obedience, with austere fasting, working in gardens. He also 
compiled  in  a  catalogue  the  miracles  of  Saint  Anthimos, 
which he had seen with his own eyes (many took the place 
of healing of the demon-possessed)

There  was  a  unique spiritual  relationship  between Saint 
Anthimos and monk Nikephoros,  who “?did not separate 
himself from him by even a step”, as mentioned by Father 
Theoklitos  of  Dionysiou  in  his  book “Saint  Anthimos  of 
Chios”.  Father  Nikephoros  prayed  for  endless  hours  at 
night, performing countless prostrations, not offering aword 

to anyone nor spoiling  his  heart  on anyone,  and was the 
head chanter of the church. Because of his illness, however, 
slowly  he  lost  his  eyesight  and  most  of  the  hymns  were 
chanted by others.

In  1957  the  Lovokomeio of  Chios  was  closed  and the 
remaining patients, along with Father Nikephoros, were sent 

to  the  Anti-Leper  Station  of 
Saint  Barbara  in  Athens,  in 
Aigaleo.  At  that  time  Father 
Nikephoros was about 67 years 
old. His body parts and his eyes 
had  been  totally  affected  and 
transformed from the illness.

There,  in  the  Anti-Leper 
station  lived  Father  Eumenios, 
who also had Hansen’s disease, 
but because of medical advances 
was  totally  cured.  He  decided 
however to remain for the rest 
of  his  life  in  the  Anti-leper 
station near his fellow patients, 
who he treated with much love. 
Thus he became a spiritual child 
of Father Nikephoros, to whom 
as a reward for his patience, the 
Lord  had  granted  many  gifts. 
Many  people  flocked  to  the 
humble cell  of  the leper monk 
Nikephoros, at Saint Barbara of 
Aigaleo, to receive his blessing. 
Those  who  met  him  mention 
that:

Though he was confined to bed, with wounds and pains, 
he did not murmur but showed great patience. He had the 
grace of comforting the troubled. His eyes were constantly 
irritated, his vision was minimal, and he had hooked hands 
and paralyzed lower extremities. Besides all of these he was 
most sweet, mild, greatly smiling, relating grace-filled stories, 
he was enjoyable, lovable. 

His face, which was eaten by the signs of his sickness and 
wounds, shone and imparted joy to all who saw this totally 
poor and phenomenally sick man who said: “Let His holy 
Name be glorified.”?

At the age of 74, on January 4th 1964, Father Nikephoros 
reposed in the Lord. His holy relics were fragrant when they 
were  later  uncovered.  Father  Eumenios,  and  other  pious 
people offered many occasions when miracles occurred at 
the intercessions of Father Nikephoros.

He said:  “My children,  do you pray?  And how do you 
pray? ...with the prayer of Jesus you should pray, with the 
LORD JESUS CHRIST, HAVE MERCY ON ME. Thus 
you should pray. This way is good.”?

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_qpE5hNwi618/S0IvmIGYcuI/AAAAAAAADf0/wd8ezApu4SA/s1600-h/nikephoros+foto.jpg


It is Never too Late!
A Newly-Revealed Saint With Incorrupt Relics in Romania

  The relic of the monk Joseph is to be found at Radeni Hermitage 
in the small city of Targu Neamt in north-east Romania. On 7th 
November 2011 his exhumation took place seven years after his 
repose.

However the life of the monk Joseph is impressive and shows 
that God is wondrous in His Saints and that God is not silent. 
One sob, one tear, one Lord have mercy! from the depths of the soul, 
and God forgives all.

The monk Joseph had been a member of the communist party 
and  had  around  nine  children,  not  all  from the  same  mother. 
Generally  his  life  was not  in  keeping with the teachings of  the 
Church,  but he was merciful.  He lived in a  village near Radeni 
Hermitage.

The  fathers  of  the  Hermitage  say  that  upon  entering  the 
Hermitage he would continually weep, and the majority thought 
that he was deluded. Furthermore his fellow villagers would come 
who recognised him for his former life and they asked the Abbot 
to get rid of him from the Hermitage. Many times they wanted to 

get rid of him.

A little while  before he died he was very sick.  For about two 
weeks he was bedridden. Even then the villagers spoke evil of him. 
He would hear from his window how awful  they spoke against 
him. He forgave them however and continued to shed tears of 
repentance.

A  few  days  before  he  died  he  asked  for  Communion.  The 
spiritual  father  of  the  Hermitage  denied  this  request  however 
because he Communed him a few days earlier. The next day when 
the spiritual  father visited,  the venerable monk Joseph told him 
that an angel of the Lord Communed him. He did not believe him 
and considered this a delusion.

After his burial a wolf stood at his grave and all night howled 
without stopping!

Upon his relics being uncovered, it was revealed that the saint 
remains were incorrupt, his body intact.

Indeed, God is wonderous in His Saints!

Before the New Testament, 
Was the Divine Liturgy

Elder Sophrony of Essex

We Orthodox  live  Christ  within  the  Divine  Liturgy,  or 
rather Christ lives within us during the Divine Liturgy. The 
Divine Liturgy is a work of God. We say: “Time is a creation 
of the Lord”?. Among other 
things  it  means  now is  the 
time for God to act.  Christ 
liturgizes,  we  live  with 
Christ.

The Divine Liturgy is the way 
we  know  God  and  the  way 
God becomes known to us.

Christ  celebrated  the  Divine 
Liturgy  once  and  this  passed 
into  eternity.  His  divinized 
human  nature  came  to  the 
Divine  Liturgy.  We  know 
Christ specifically in the Divine 
Liturgy. The Divine Liturgy we 
celebrate  is  the  same  Divine 
Liturgy  which  was  done  by 
Christ  on  Great  Thursday  in 
the Mystical Supper.

The 14th through the 16th chapters of the Gospel according to 
John  is  one  Divine  Liturgy.  So  in  the  Divine  Liturgy  we 
understand Holy Scripture.

The  early  Church  lived  without  a  New  Testament,  but  not 
without the Divine Liturgy. The first records, the written hymns, 
exist in the Divine Liturgy.

In the Divine Liturgy we live Christ and understand His word.

As Christ cleansed His Disciples with his word and said to them: 
You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you (John 

15:3) and He washed the feet 
of  His  Disciples  with  water, 
during  the  Sacred  Washing, 
so also in the first section of 
the  Divine  Liturgy  He 
cleanses  us  that  we  might 
attend later His Table of love. 
The  purpose  of  the  Divine 
Liturgy is to convey Christ to 
us.

The Divine Liturgy teaches 
us  an  ethos,  the  ethos  of 
humility. As Christ sacrificed 
Himself,  so  also  should  we 
sacrifice  ourselves.  The  type 
of  the  Divine  Liturgy  is  the 
type  of  impoverishment  for 
us. In the Divine Liturgy we 
try  to  be  humbled,  because 

we have the sense that there is the humble God.

Every  Divine  Liturgy  is  a  Theophany.  The  Body  of  Christ 
appears. Every member of the Church is an icon of the Kingdom 
of God.

After  the  Divine  Liturgy  we  must  continue  to  iconify  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  keeping  His  commandments.  The  glory  of 
Christ is to bear fruit in every member His fruit. This explains His  
word: Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit (John 15:8).

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-qbfuAqC4NAw/UEOPs_KSS7I/AAAAAAAAZBU/QaOJi302EQs/s1600/sophrony%2Bhierotheos.jpg


Krokos Pilafi - Saffron Rice 
simple but delicious  

25 saffron strands
250gms Basmati rice
2 tblspns olive oil
salt to taste 

Soak the saffron in 125ml hot water for 10-15 minutes. Put the rice in a sieve and rinse under hot 
water until it runs clear. then rinse again under cold water and leave to drain.
Heat the oil in a saucepan and add the rice. Sauteé until it becones translucent. Add 600ml water 
and salt, bring to the boil and add the saffron infusion. Stir, cover tightly and leave to simmer on a 
vey low heat (preferably on a heat diffuser) - for about 20 minutes until craters form on the surface. 
Stretch a piece of muslin or a tea towel over the top, cover tightly with a lid and leave in a warm 
corner, to rest for 10-15 minutes. The cloth will  absorb the steam from the rice and allow the 
grains to separate.
Serve plain with shellfish or other seafood; otherwise sprinkle it with fresh herbs or mist it with 
rosewater.

THE SACRED SERVICE FOR THE MARTYRS OF THYATEIRA

Saints Carpus, Bishop of Thyateira, Papylus the Deacon, his sister, Agathoniki, and their servant, Agathodorus

At the request of His Eminence Archbishop Gregorios of Thyateira and Great Britain, a Sacred Service for the 
Martyrs  Carpus,  Bishop  of  Thyateira,  Papylus  the  Deacon,  his  sister,  Agathoniki,  and  their  servant, 
Agathodorus  (feast  day:  13th October)  has  been  composed  by  Hieromonk  Athanasios  Simonopetritis, 
hymnographer of the Great Church of Christ.

Our Holy Centre, the Ecumenical Patriarchate, to whom the text of the service was sent, has written a letter, 
signed by His All-holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew (Prot. No. 488 dated 18 th June 2012), stating: 
“We approve this text for common liturgical use for the benefit and help of the devout who seek these saints’  
prayers and intercessions to the Lord, whose memory we keep on 13th October each year”.

Having received this approval from our Holy Centre, this Sacred Service will be published and distributed to all 
our Churches for use on the Feast Day of Saints Carpus, Papylus, Agathoniki and Agathodorus, on 13 th October 
every year.

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you also of the twenty-three New Martyrs of Thyateira, who 
were martyred during the Ottoman Occupation. These were Muslims of Turkish race, who followed lessons on 
Muslim law. By divine providence, their teacher desired to study the Gospel. Enthralled by Christian teaching, 
he was converted and began to teach Christianity to his pupils. They were soon found out by other Muslims 
who tried, kindly at first, to persuade them to return to Islam. Soon after, however, the teacher and his twenty-
two pupils  remained  faithful  and dedicated  to  the  Christian  Faith.  For  this  reason they were  subjected  to 
horrible torture and finally executed. We keep their memory on 1st October.

At the Sacred Archdiocese on 31st August 2012
From the Archdiocesan Offices



Encyclical of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
on the First of theYear.

+ BARTHOLOMEW
By the Mercy of God Archbishop of Constantinople-New 

Rome And Ecumenical Patriarch
To the Fullness of the Church, Grace and Peace from the 
Creator and Sustainer of All Creation Our Lord, God and 

Saviour Jesus Christ

*   *   *

Beloved brothers and children in the Lord,

Our God, who created the  universe and formed 
the earth as a perfect dwelling place for humanity, granted 
us the commandment and possibility to increase, multiply 
and  fulfill  creation,  with  dominion  over  all  animals  and 
plants.

The world that surrounds us was thus offered to us 
as a gift by our Creator as an arena of social activity but 
also of spiritual sanctification in order that we might inherit 
the  creation  to  be  renewed  in  the  future  age.  Such  has 
always  been  the  theological  position  of  the  Holy  Great 
Church  of  Christ,  which  is  the  reason  why  we  have 
pioneered  an  ecological  effort  on  behalf  of  the  sacred 
Ecumenical Throne for the protection of our planet, which 
has  long  suffered  from  us  both  knowingly  and 
unknowingly.

Of  course,  biodiversity is  the  work  of  divine 
wisdom and was not  granted to  humanity  for  its  unruly 
control. By the same token,  dominion over the earth and 
its  environs  implies  rational  use  and  enjoyment  of  its 
benefits, and not destructive acquisition of its resources out 
of a sense of greed. Nevertheless, especially in our times, 
we  observe  an  excessive  abuse  of  natural  resources, 
resulting in the destruction of the environmental balance of 
the  planet’s  ecosystems  and  generally  of  ecological 
conditions,  so  that  the  divinely-ordained  regulations  of 
human existence on earth are increasingly transgressed. For 
instance,  all  of  us  –  scientists,  as  well  as  religious  and 
political leaders, indeed all people – are witnessing a rise in 
the atmosphere’s temperature, extreme weather conditions, 
the pollution of ecosystems both on land and in the sea, 
and  an  overall  disturbance  –  sometimes  to  the  point  of 
utter destruction – of the potential for life in some regions 
of the world.

Inasmuch  as  the  Mother  Church  perceives  and 
evaluates the ensuing dangers of such ecological conditions 

for  humanity,  already 
from  the  time  of  our 
blessed  predecessor, 
Ecumenical  Patriarch 
Dimitrios,  established 
September  1st of  each 
year as a day of prayer for 
the  natural  environment. 
Yet,  we  are  obliged  to 
admit  that  the  causes  of  the  aforementioned  ecological 
changes are not inspired by God but initiated by humans. 
Thus, the invocation and supplication of the Church and us 
all  to God as the Lord of lords and Ruler of all  for the 
restoration  of  creation  are  essentially  a  petition  of 
repentance for  our  sinfulness in  destroying  the  world 
instead  of  working  to  preserve  and  sustain  its  ever-
flourishing resources reasonably and carefully.

When  we  pray  to  and  entreat  God  for  the 
preservation of the natural environment, we are ultimately 
imploring God to change with mindset of the powerful in 
the  world,  enlightening  them not  to destroy  the  planet’s 
ecosystem for  reasons  of  financial  profit  and  ephemeral 
interest. This in turn, however, also concerns each one of 
us inasmuch as we all generate small ecological damage in 
our individual capacity and ignorance. Therefore, in praying 
for the natural  environment,  we are praying for personal 
repentance for our contribution – smaller or greater – to 
the  disfigurement  and  destruction  of  creation,  which  we 
collectively experience regionally and occasionally through 
the immense phenomena of our time.

In addressing this appeal, petition and exhortation 
from  the  sacred  Center  of  Orthodoxy  to  all  people 
throughout the world, we pray that our gracious Lord, who 
granted this earthly paradise to all people dwelling on our 
planet, will speak to the hearts of everyone so that we may 
respect  the  ecological  balance  that  He  offered  in  His 
wisdom  and  goodness,  so  that  both  we  and  future 
generations  will  enjoy  His  gifts  with  thanksgiving  and 
glorification.

May this divine wisdom, peace and power, which 
created and sustains and guides all creation in its hope for 
salvation in the kingdom, always maintain the beauty of the 
world and the welfare of humanity,  leading all  people of 
good will  to produce fruitful works toward this  purpose. 
And  we  invoke  His  grace  and  mercy  on  all  of  you, 
particularly those who respect and protect creation. Amen.



On the beginning of the School Year
London, September 2012: To the Parents and Teachers, Schools 
and Community Leaders of the Educational Organisations, and 
all the Flock of our Sacred Archdiocese of Thyateira and Great 
Britain and Ireland.

Dearly Beloved in the Lord,

The summer holidays are drawing to a close, the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games, which were held in the great and historic 
city of London with great success, are over. Nurseries, Primary 
and Secondary Schools, Colleges and Universities are preparing 
to open their doors to receive their pupils. Parents are hastening 
to guide and encourage their children in their new lives. It is a 
wonderful  thing  that  all  people,  rich  and  poor,  care  for  the 
education and learning of their children, to give them the best 
possible foundation, which fills us all with hope and optimism 
for a better future. The Orthodox Church, like a compassionate 
Mother  and  wise  Teacher,  also  cares  for  the  learning  of  her 
young  people.  As  you  all  know,  she  is  concerned  for  the 
establishment and success of the Greek Orthodox schools here. 
Today, we have three categories of school. 

A)  In  the  first  category  are  the  Nurseries,  Primary  and 
Secondary Schools and Colleges established and maintained by 
the Greek Government. This year these schools will operate on 
the premises of the Community of the Dormition of the Mother 
of God and St Barnabas, in Wood Green, North London, and 
in Ireland. 

B) In the second category we have the Denominational School 
of  St  Cyprian  in  Croydon,  South  London,  which  was  given 
Academy  status  last  July.  This  is  a  state  school  which  is 
maintained  entirely  by  central  government,  while  the 
Archdiocese has responsibility for the teaching of the Orthodox 
Christian Tradition and the Greek language and culture there.

C) The third category is the Evening and Saturday Schools, such 
as our parish church schools. Some of these operate on church 
premises, while others within public schools, such as those of 
the Federation of Educational Associations of Greek-Cypriots 
in England (OESEKA) and the Independent Schools. 

All of these schools attract many pupils and are to be found not 
only  in  London,  but  almost  everywhere  where  there  is  an 
organised  Greek  Community.  Such  schools  are  run  and 
maintained by local  Committees and depend on the financial 
support  of  Parents and benefactors.  They rely  also upon the 
contribution  of  teachers  from  Greece  and  Cyprus. 
Unfortunately,  these  past  two  years,  the  Greek  state  has 
withdrawn its teachers from our Evening Schools following the 
country’s severe economic crisis.

I  would  like  to  take  the  re-opening  of  our  schools  as  an 
opportunity to convey my heartfelt gratitude and best wishes to 
the Parents, Pupils, Teachers, Clergy and Executive Committees 

of our Churches, Schools and Educational Bodies, and all who 
contribute to the work of Greek Orthodox Education in this 
country.  I  must  also  mention  the  Archdiocese’s  initiative  to 
establish a Denominational Secondary School in North London, 
similar to the Primary School of St Cyprian in South London. 
The Government has already accepted our application to open 
the school and we are now waiting to hear from the Ministry of 
Education regarding the realisation of its decision. This School 
is an extension of the Greek Orthodox contribution to the field 
of education. I urge all parents and lovers of Greek Orthodox 
learning to offer their financial and moral support to the school, 
and to pray for its progress and future.

I  would  also  like  to  welcome  the  new Head  of  the  Cyprus 
Educational  Mission,  Androulla  Othonos,  and  of  the  Greek 
Educational  Mission,  Barbara  Kampouridou.  We  wish  them 
every success in their new posts in the United Kingdom, and 
they have the complete support of the Clergy and Laity in their  
work.  I  must  also  mention  that  the  Hellenic  Education  Co-
ordinating  Committee  (EFEPE)  is  organising  an  Educational 
Conference this year to discuss the future of our Greek Schools, 
and to help Parents,  Clergy and Teachers,  and especially  our 
children and young people, in their efforts to learn their cultural  
heritage. This Conference will be held in October 2012.

Before I bring  this letter to a close, I would like to appeal to the 
Parents to support the work of our local schools and to assist in 
their development. Through your direct interest and voluntary 
contribution,  financial  help,  sacrifice  and  co-operation,  our 
schools  will  make  progress.  Recently  we  have  witnesses  a 
diminished interest in our parish church schools. Many parents 
do not send their children there. While the number of pupils 
increase  in  one  area,  they  decrease  in  another  due  to 
carelessness  and  indifference  on  the  part  of  families  and  lay 
leaders, who overlook the great educational, social and cultural 
value of  our parish  church schools.  Let  me remind you that 
these  schools  help  our  children  to  be  more  sociable  while 
teaching  them  to  respect  their  elders,  to  love  literature  and 
language, religion, friendship and culture. Those children who 
have  the  privilege  of  attending  these  schools  make  lasting 
friendships within the Greek Orthodox Community; they learn 
the  value  of  faith  in  God  and  learn  to  love  the  Christian 
Tradition and worship. They also acquire broader opportunities 
for  life  while  learning to respect others,  particularly the poor 
and weak, the sick and elderly, and all those in need of our love 
and support.

With these thoughts and sentiments of love and respect for you,  
the Parents and the supporters of our schools, I greet you from 
the bottom of my heart. I pray for you and for the progress of 
our children in their education, and I remain with love in the 
Lord and esteem.

Gregorios, Archbishop of Thyateira & Great Britain

 



Scripture Reading Calendar for October
1 Ephesians 4:25-32 Luke 6:24-30 Apostle Ananias, of the Seventy (1stC)
2 Ephesians 5:20-26 Luke 6:37-45 St Andrew, Fool-for-Christ, at Constantinople (936)
3 Fast Ephesians 5:25-33 Luke 6:46-7:1 Hieromartyr Dionysios the Areopagite, Bishop of Athens (96)
4 Ephesians 5:33-6:9 Luke 7:17-30 St Paul the Simple of Egypt (4thC)
5 Fast Ephesians 6:18-24 Luke 7:31-35 St Methodia of Kimolos (1908)
6 1 Corinthians 15:39-45 Luke 5:27-32 Holy Apostle Thomas (1st)
7 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 Luke 7:11-16 Virgin-Martryr Pelagia of Tarsus (290)
8 Philippians 1:1-7 Luke 7:36-50 St Pelagia the Penitent (457)
9 Philippians 1:8-14 Luke 8:1-3 St Publia the Confessor, Deaconess of Antioch (4thC)
10 Fast Philippians 1:12-20a Luke 8:22-25 St Paulinu, Bishop of York (644)
11 Philippians 1:20b-27 Luke 9:7-11 St Philotheus, Patriarch of Constantinople (1379)
12 Fast Philippians 1:27-2:4 Luke 9:12-18a St John (Pommers) of Riga (1934)
13 1 Corinthians 15:58-16:3 Luke 6:1-10 New Martyr Chryse of Bulgaria (1795)
14 2 Corinthians 11:31-12:9 Luke 8:5-8a,9-15,8b St Paraskeva the Younger at Iasi (11thC)
15 Philippians 2:12-16 Luke 9:18-22 St John, Bishop of Suzdal (1373)
16 Philippians 2:16b-23 Luke 9:23-27 Martyr Longinus the Centurion (1stC)
17 Fast Philippians 2:24-30 Luke 9:44-50 Prophet Hosea (820BC)
18 Philippians 3:1-8 Luke 9:49-56 St Peter of Ketinje (1830)
19 Fast** Philippians 3:8b-19 Luke 10:1-15 St John of Kronstadt (1908)
20 2 Corinthians 1:8-11 Luke  7:1-10 St Jonah, Bishop of Manchuria (1925)
21 Galatians 1:11-19 Luke 8:26-39 St Christodoulos of Patmos (1093)
22 Philippians 4:10-23 Luke 10:22-24 St Donatus of Ireland (876)
23 Colossians 1:1-3,6b-11 Luke 11:1-10 Holy Apostle James, Brother of the Lord (63)
24 Fast Colossians 1:18-23 Luke 11:9-13 St Elesbaan, King of Ethiopia (553)
25 Colossians 1:24-2:1a Luke 11:14-23 St Tabitha, raised from the dead by St Peter (1stC)
26 Fast** Colossians 2:1-7 Luke 11:23-26 Great Martyr Demetros the Myrrhgusher (306)
27 2 Corinthians 3:12-18 Luke 8:16-21 St Nestor of the Kiev Caves (1114)
28 Galatians 2:16-20 Luke 8:41-56 St Arsenius, Archbishop of Serbia (1266)
29 Colossians 2:13-20 Luke 11:29-33 Martyr Anastasia the Roman (3rdC)
30 Colossians 2:20-3:3 Luke 11:34-41 St Barnabas the Confessor, Bishop of Hvosno (1964)
31  Fast Colossians 3:17-4:1 Luke 11:42-46 Hieromartyr John Kochurov (1917)

          
* Wine is allowed on this day    ** Wine & Oil are allowed on this day     *** Fish, Wine & Oil are allowed on this day

Sundays are shown in Bold

____________________________________________________

Please remember when you come to church, if you are a UK taxpayer we can recover the tax that you have 
paid on your contribution to the work of the church – but only if you fill in an envelope (to be found at the 

church door) and place your gift in it.

We plan shortly to introduce a scheme whereby you can make a regular (tax-deductible) contribution 
through a Standing Order with your bank. This means the you will never have to fumble for change at the 

time of the collection.

Especially in these difficult times, the church needs your financial support. As I'm sure you understand, 
work on our church building is ongoing and expensive, besides our ordinary day-to-day expenses.

May God bless you all for your support in these matters and may you seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
in forming a regular and responsible habit of giving for the work of His Church.



Priest in Charge: Rev’d Oeconomos Pancratios Sanders
42 Withens Lane, Wallasey, Wirral. CH45 7NN

Telephone: 0151 639 6509; Mobile: 07850 467675
email: pancratios@btinternet.com

President: Marc Greenwood,
6 Meadow Close, Cuddington, Northwich. CW8 2LZ

Treasurer: Lidia Critchley
10 Easton Road, New Ferry CH62 1DR

Secretary: Presbytera Anna Sanders
42 Withens Lane, Wallasey, Wirral. CH45 7NN

(Telephone & email as above.)

The Divine Liturgy is served at the Church of Saint Barbara the Great Martyr, Handbridge, Chester each Sunday at 11.00am and on all the 
major Feasts.

The Vespers Service is normally served each Saturday at Fr. Pancratios' home (please check time before travelling any distance).

Fr Pancratios is normally in church during the day on Tuesdays. Please phone him before setting out to avoid a wasted journey.

Church (Sunday) School is held after the time of Communion every Sunday of each month during school term times (except on major feasts).

Pastoral Visits should be arranged by contacting Fr Pancratios. 

Weddings, Baptisms, Receptions etc., by arrangement with Father Pancratios.

Confessions before the Divine Liturgy or after Vespers. In Lent on Wednesdays and Fridays 5.30 - 6.30pm and at other times by arrangement.

Catechism Classes by arrangement with Fr Pancratios.

OIKOUMENIKON PATRIARCEION - IERA ARCIEPISKOPH QUATEIRWN KAI MEGALHS BRETANIAS

Please print, cut out, and sent with your donation to the Treasurer. The community is grateful for every contribution received 
so that the work of the church may continue. In the present difficult economic climate such gifts are a true sacrifice. Please  
remember that there is a reduction for those not in work and that it is also possible to make your giving quarterly. 

Membership Subscription 2012
Greek Orthodox Community of Saint Barbara the Great Martyr

Overleigh Cemetery Chapel, Overleigh Road, Chester. CH4 7HW

Title:_____Initials:_______Surname:______________________________

Address:____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Postcode:________________Date:_______________________________

I enclose herewith £25.00 annual subscription* £

Add £1.00 Free Will Offering to the Archdiocese £

I enclose a gift for the work of the church £

______________

(*unwaged £15.00 plus £1.00 FWO) £
===========

I am a UK taxpayer intending tax to be reclaimed on the enclosed donation made under the Gift Aid scheme
(please delete if not applicable)

Signature:___________________________________________________

Please return to the Treasurer with your gift::
Mrs Lidia Critchley, 10 Easton Road, New Ferry, Wirral. CH62 1DR
Please note that only Orthodox Christians in good standing may hold full membership and be permitted to 

vote at general meetings. Non-Orthodox Christians are most welcome to subscribe as friends and supporters 
of the Greek Orthodox Community of Saint Barbara the Great Martyr, Chester. 


	On the beginning of the School Year

