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Dear brothers and sisters, 

Christ is in our midst!
  Our 26th Pilgrimage to Saint Winifride’s Well was 

perhaps the best yet. Ten priests and around 200 of the 
faithful  gathered  from many  parts  of  the  country  in 
pleasant  Autumn  sunshine.  The  saint  never  lets  us 
down with the weather and we were able to enjoy a 
very  convivial  picnic  under  bright  blue  skies.  In 
particular, I draw your attention to the letter opposite 
and  thank  everyone  for  ensuring  that  there  was  no 
mess left for the ladies to clear up.

Recently  we  blessed  the  Baptism  of  Sarah  Maria 
Salariu following the Holy Liturgy. We wish her parents 
and godparents every joy in raising this little one in the 
Faith.

We  are  to  be  reminded  that  we  should  bring  our 
children to church regularly  so that  they may receive 
the holy Sacraments and not just two or three times a 
year on the Great Feasts. Only by bringing our children 
regularly  will  we,  as  parents,  adopt  the  practice  of 
regular attendance to worship God. And in this way we 
will all be lifted up spiritually. Such outpourings of the 
Holy  Spirit  transform  our  lives  bring  peace  beyond 
measure into our marriages and our relationships with 
our families. Those about us, become aware of the joy 
that fills our lives and are drawn to seek that God-given 
joy for themselves.

Whether we have great wealth or live in poverty is of 
no account if Christ is placed at the centre of our daily 
lives.  If  He is  there,  regularly  received in  His  sacred 
Body and Blood, we shall never want for the necessities 
of life and shall present a good account for ourselves 
on the Great Day of Judgement.

Wishing you a Holy and Blessed Autumn
Fr Pancratios and Presbytera Anna

Anniversary Lunch
The November parish lunch will be held on Sunday 11th. The 

usual  donation applies.  This  will  be  a  little  celebration for  the 
90th Anniversary of our Archdiocese when we will also celebrate 
a Doxology in honour of the anniversary. Don't miss!

-----------------------------------------

A most pleasant letter, recently received. Thank you to all concerned.

Dear Father,
My  friend  and  I  were  stewards  at  Saint  James’  Church, 

Holywell,  on Saturday 6th October when you were visiting the 
adjacent, ancient and beautiful Saint Winifride's Chapel.

A number of your party visited our church and we found them 
to be a very interested group of extremely friendly and pleasant 
people.

They were able to enjoy a picnic in the very pleasant autumn 
sunshine, in the churchyard. We would like to thank them for the 
care they took of the area and when they left there was not one 
iota of rubbish on the ground. Very different from the state we 
sometimes find after weddings and even funerals! You may have 
noticed that the main area of grass had been cut with a scythe 
instead of a mower this year. That is because they are hoping to 
create a wild flower meadow there.

We were very impressed with all your party and were delighted 
to have a visit from a little boy, who told us that he was ‘Stephen’ 
and  that  he  was  three.  He  was  very  interested  in  the  large 
padlocks on the old chests and with the organ!

We hope we will be on duty when you visit next year and wish 
you good health and happiness until then.

Many thanks, 

Marjorie and Pat

One of the elders said: Pray attentively and you will soon straighten out your thoughts.
One of the desert Fathers

http://www.saintbarbara.org.uk/
http://www.thyateira.org.uk/


Progress so far!

Since the last Newsletter, quite a bit has happened!

The Iconostasis is now complete apart from a few minor 
tasks (such as pegging various screw holes). The separators 
for the upper row of icons are now in place and the battens 
securing the principal icons have been installed. The most 
obvious task to date has been the completion and fitting of 
the doors to the Iconostasis for which we thank Adrian the 
Handyman for his professional expertise. The door furniture 
has now been added to complete the work.

All that is needed now is to fill the holes! The 12 Apostles 
icons are now ordered and we hope the work on the icons 
of  the  Archangels  for  the  Deacon's  Doors  will  soon  be 
commenced. That will  leave the icon of the Annunciation 
for the Holy Doors and the Deesis  (The Crucified Christ 
surrounded by His mother and Saint John) to surmount the 
Iconostasis.

We will shortly be ordering stacking tables and chairs for 

the Refectory and these will replace the old pews presently 
in use. This will make the space much more flexible both at 
the time of refreshments and for our church school. It will 
also allow the space to be used effectively as an overflow at 
the major feasts for a further 50-60 worshippers.

Investigations  for  the  installation  of  electricity  continue 
apace and we hope to have quotes available very soon. We 
aim to install the most effective heating and lighting and so 
several options are being investigated. It will not be cheap 
but will transform our worship, especially in the depths of 
winter.

Thank you, one and all, who have helped, and continue to 
help, in so many ways with the improvements to our church; 
it is greatly appreciated. May God's blessing be upon you.

Fr Pancratios
         

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------              

Principal Services for November & December 2012

Divine Liturgy every Sunday: Prayers of Preparation       10.30 am for Divine Liturgy 11 am

Feast Day & Other Services during NOVEMBER
Sunday 4th 22nd Sunday after Pentecost Liturgy 11am
Sunday 11th 23rd Sunday after Pentecost Doxology and Feast in honour of

                    the 90th Anniversary of the Archdiocese of Thyateira & Great Britain Liturgy 11am
Sunday 18th 24th Sunday after Pentecost Liturgy 11am

Thursday 15th - Beginning of the Nativity Fast
Tuesday 20th Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple Vigil 6.30pm
Sunday 25th 25th Sunday after Pentecost Liturgy 11am

Feast Day & Other Services during DECEMBER
Sunday 2th 26th Sunday after Pentecost Liturgy 11am
Monday 3rd Feast of the Great Martyr Barbara - Our Patronal Festival Vigil 6.30pm
Sunday 9th Conception of the Most Holy Theotokos Liturgy 11am
Tuesday 11th Saint Spyridon Vespers 6.30pm
Sunday 16th 28th Sunday after Pentecost - Sunday of the Forefathers Liturgy 11am
Sunday 23rd Sunday before the Nativity Liturgy 11am
Monday 24th Eve of the Nativity (Liturgy of Saint Basil) Liturgy 11am
Tuesday 25th Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ Liturgy 11am
Sunday 30th 30th Sunday after Pentecost Liturgy 11am

----------------------------
The next Community Board Meeting & Trustees Meeting

is on 18th November. All matters for discussion should be with the Secretary before the beginning 
of the month. Please ensure your attendance. The Trustees Meeting will follow immediately after.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Two photographs of the Iconostasis for your delectation! As you can see there are some spaces to be filled. The icons of the Twelve  
Apostles have been ordered and we expect the iconographer to start work on the two icons of the Archangels for the Deacons Doors  
very soon. This will leave the Annunciation Icon for the Holy Doors and the Deesis to be placed above the Iconostasis yet to be arranged.  
Donations towards the cost of these icons will be warmly welcomed. [Apostles around £250 each; Archangels around £750 each.]

And, yes, the Iconostasis is truly vertical, although it doesn't appear to be so in the lower photograph: the distortion is caused by the use of a wide angle lens!



Marriage - Or Not?

I have a most excellent book in my library entitled Marriage as a  
Path to Holiness*. In its pages, month by month, are recalled those 
many saints  who,  in  marriage,  grew in grace  and beauty  in  the 
spiritual life. Selfless in their love for each other. they radiated light 
that quenched the darkness around them.

Today we endure politicians determined to change the face of 
marriage for ever. They evidently are heedless of the feelings of 
the majority of the population.

Yet I would ask: If, in the future, two men, or two women, are 
permitted  to  be  joined together  in  ‘marriage’  will  they  grow in 
grace or will they heap damnation upon themselves? And what of 
children, for civil  partnerships (as a precursor  to ‘marriage’)  are 
already  permitted  to  adopt;  indeed,  it  seems,  in  preference  to 
‘normal’  couples.  What  damage may be  done to their immortal 
souls?

We stand at a crossroads today. We slavishly follow the fashions 
promulgated  in  the  USA;  our  politicians,  even  those  outwardly 
professing the Christian (or any other) Faith are only concerned 
with vote-catching for the next election. This,  coupled with the 
unprecedented  growth  in  abortion,  is  potentially  the  greatest 
disaster ever to befall this country.

If we, as faithful Orthodox Christians feel strongly about these 
issues, there are three things we can do: 

First,  we  can  pray  to  the  Good  God  for  the  eyes  of  our 
politicians be opened and to those who demand these ‘rights’ the 
truth of the Gospels will be revealed. 

Second, we can get involved in supporting the pressure groups 
who seek to maintain the status quo for the holy Sacrament that is  

marriage. The principal group is the  Coalition for Marriage, 8 
Marshalsea  Road,  London.  SE1  1HL and  their  website  is: 
http://www.c4m.org.uk

   A further organisation is the Pro-Life Campaign that primarily 
seeks to reduce the enormous number of abortions performed in 
this  country  every  year.  This  group  also  sees  the  attack  upon 
traditional marriage as an attack upon the children of our society,  
both now and in the future. This group is  SPUC, 3 Whiteacre 
Mews,  Stannary  Street,  London.  SE11  4AB website: 
http://www.spuc.org.uk

  Third, write to your MP; the Coalition offers guidelines on their 
website to help put together a suitable letter / email.

If we do nothing the politicians will have their way, secularism 
will  once again triumph, and our Christian Faith will  be further 
marginalised. And the appalling thought is that there are heterodox 
churches already queueing up desiring to allow such abominations 
to take place in their church buildings.

Act now - get involved! Even a single £1 will help to defend the 
institution  of  marriage  that  God  blessed  at  the  beginning  of 
Creation and which was confirmed by our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ at the time of his incarnation. We will offer a  Service of 
Supplication (Paraklesis  or  Molieben)  for  the  Salvation  of  our 
Land in times of Discord and Strife on Sunday 25th November 
following the Divine Liturgy.

*Marriage as a Path to Holiness
 David and Mary Ford, 
Saint Tikhon’s Press. 
ISBN  1-878997-52-1

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I entreat God and His Saints to enlighten all those astray so they may believe and come back to the bosom of the Church, which  
always keeps her arms open and waits for them. This is all I know to say and keep bothering God, the Most Holy Theotokos,  
the Archangels and all the Saints. If they don't like this, may they forgive me, as I’m unlearned and don’t know what I should be  
asking for.

Papa-Dimitri Gagastathis  +1975

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Coming Home

  How the Saints reach out into all the world.

Two years ago,  the  skull  of  Saint John Chrysostom was 
brought  from  Vatopaidi  Monastery  on  Mount  Athos  to 
Cyprus  to  be  venerated  by  the  faithful.  When  the  pious 
faithful  came  to  venerate  his  relics  in  the  church,  it  was 
noticed by all that an aromatic scent came from the relic like 
a wave filling the church, and the incorrupt flesh was warm 
as if  alive.  People with all  sorts  of  diseases  and disorders 
came seeking healing, and many did not leave disappointed.

We will quote here just one miracle of especial importance, showing  
how the saints reach out even beyond the faith to reveal to the lost the  
truth of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Formerly a Buddist, a woman later embraced Orthodoxy in 
Cyprus  and  was  baptised.  With  fervent  faith  she  prayed 
before the skull of the Saint and when she venerated it, she 

prayed for her niece in Sri Lanka that was near death. After 
this she received a call from her homeland, which she made 
known as there was no reason to keep silent, that the child 
escaped from danger. She, knowing what had taken place, 
attributed this  to the wonder-working power of the Saint, 
and informed her family of this in Sri Lanka. The result of 
this was an intense anxiety of that family and those around 
about what was the true faith and their position in the search 
for truth.

Finally, the greatest wonder, greater than this and the many 
other healings, were the resurrections of the souls of people, 
the soul and spiritual healing, the turn towards repentance 
and correction of life. A wonder, which the eye can’t behold 
and the ear is unable to hear. It is felt however in the heart 
of  every  man  and  is  experienced  in  the  depth  of  his 
existence.

http://www.spuc.org.uk/
http://www.c4m.org.uk/


From beyond the Grave

While Saint Nectarios was alive in his latter years in Aegina he 
would encourage a faithless military officer to have faith, that is, 
that there is a God, to repent, to Confess, to go 
to  church,  and  to  receive  Communion. 
However the military officer did not believe.

For the next twelve years the military officer 
had  moved  from  Aegina  and  lived  in 
Macedonia. He returned to Aegina after those 
twelve years and at the port saw Saint Nectarios 
again, who told him the same thing he had told 
him about faith twelve years prior.

Still  obstinate,  he  went  to  the  coffee  shop 
where he came into contact with many of his 
old  friends.  He said  to them: “I’m impressed 
that the abbot of Holy Trinity [Saint Nectarios 
established  Holy  Trinity  Monastery]  is  still 
alive.”

“Which  abbot?”  they  asked  curiously.  “The 
abbot of Holy Trinity died three years ago.”

This  perplexed  the  military  officer,  who 
retorted: “What do you mean that he died three years ago? I just  
met him on the road and we had a chat!”

Upon hearing this everyone was drawn to divine compunction, 

and  the  military  officer  came  to  believe  that  Saint  Nectarios 
appeared  to  him  in  his  mercy  to  draw  him  once  more  to 

repentance  from  beyond  the  grave. 
Remorseful  for  his  sins,  he  went  to  the 
Monastery  of  the  Holy  Trinity  to  worship 
God and venerate His saint, Nectarios.

--::--

Saint Nectarios is one of the great saints of 
our time: an angel in the flesh, he was born in 
1846  in  Selymbria.  He became a  monk and 
rose  to  be  Metropolitan  of  Pentapolis  in 
Egypt. Driven out by the jealousy of others, 
he settled in Athens where he became director 
of  the  Rizarios  Ecclesiastical  School.  He 
retired from that post in 1908 and settled on 
the  island  of  Aegina  where  he  founded the 
women’?s monastery of Holy Trinity. He fell 
asleep in the Lord in 1920.

A revealer of God’s mercy, he is renowned 
for  miracles  of  healing  and wonder-working 

both in his lifetime and after his repose. His incorrupt relics lay in 
the great church erected to house them close to the monastery he 
founded.

Holy Father Nectarios, pray to God for us!

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Chicken Rolls with Olives 

serves 6-8 

115gms  black  olives  in 
oil, drained
140gms butter, softened
4 tbsp chopped fresh 

parsley
4 skinless, boneless 

chicken joints
2 tbsp oil from the olive 

jar

Preheat the oven to 200°C. Pit and chop the olives. mix half the olives, the butter and the parsley  
together in a bowl.

Place the chicken breasts between two sheets of cling-film and beat gently with a meat mallet or  
the side of a rolling pin.

Spread the olive and herb butter  over one side of  each flattened chicken breast  and roll  up. 
Secure with a wooden cocktail stick if necessary.

Place the chicken rolls in an oven-proof dish. Drizzle over the oil from the olive jar and bake for 
45-55 minutes or until tender and the juices run clear when the chicken is pierced with the point of 
a sharp knife.

Transfer  the  rolls  to a  cutting board,  discard the cocktail  sticks and cut the rolls  into slices, 
placing the slices on warmed dishes to serve.

Parish Lunches & Refreshments 

It is said that there is no such thing as a free lunch! Sadly, there are members of our Community  
who forget to make a contribution either to the refreshments available after the Liturgy or for the 
parish  lunch they  have  enjoyed.  Several  of  our  parishioners  willingly  dig  deep in  their  own 
pockets to provide food and drink Sunday by Sunday. They do so in order to raise funds for the 
church. It is not right for them to be taken advantage of in this way or for the church to be  
deprived of the contributions they work so hard to raise. 
Please don't forget in future.



  
 The 90th Anniversary of The Archdiocese of Thyateira and Great Britain

  By the grace of God, ninety years have passed since the Sacred 
Metropolis of Thyateira was founded in 1922, having later been 
elevated  to  the  status  of  Archdiocese  of  Thyateira  and  Great 
Britain. These have been ninety creative years of vital importance 
for our Orthodox people, predominately Greek people living and 
thriving in Western and Central Europe.

Until 1922, the Orthodox Christians (particularly those of Greek 
origin) who had settled in Western and Central Europe did not 
have an immediate connection 
with  any  Patriarchate  or 
Autocephalous  Orthodox 
Church.  They  were,  therefore, 
organised  as  autonomous 
Communities  which  employed 
clergy  borrowed  from  various 
Orthodox  Churches  that 
appointed and recalled them at 
will. 

For  this  reason,  the  inspired 
decision  of  that  great 
Ecumenical Patriarch, the ever-
memorable  Meletios  IV 
Metaxakis  (25th November 
1921  -  20th September  1923) 
and  the  Holy  Synod  of  the 
Ecumenical  Patriarchate  of 
Constantinople, to establish the 
Metropolis  of  Thyateira  in 
London  radically  changed 
things  for  the  better.  This 
decision brought  the  scattered 
Greek Orthodox Communities 
of Western and Central Europe 
under  the  Ecumenical 
Patriarchate’s  ecclesiastical, 
spiritual  and  canonical 
jurisdiction.  The  first  Chief-
Shepherd  of  this  newly-
founded  Eparchy  of  the 
Ecumenical  Throne  was  the 
ever-memorable  Germanos 
Strenopoulos,  until  then 
Metropolitan  of  Seleucia  and 
Director  of  the  Theological 
School  of  Halki.  He  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
personalities amongst the hierarchs of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
and the Orthodox world.

Metropolitan  Germanos  had  pastoral  charge  over  all  Western 
and  Central  Europe,  and  was  thus  obliged  to  visit  the 
Communities  settled  there  and  to  establish  organised  Greek 
Orthodox churches, the number of which expanded exponentially 
following  the  end  of  the  First  World  War,  the  Asia  Minor 
Catastrophe and the population exchange that followed, including 
the population of East Thrace, from where he himself originated.

The shifting of populations was by no means easy, nor was it 
easy  for  the  Metropolis  which  gave  its  financial  support  to 
facilitate  it.  Yet, in spite of the difficulties,  it  was a noteworthy 
achievement  that  crowned  that  great  hierarch’s  memory  with 

honour.  He  passed  away  in  Cyprus  in  1951  and  is  buried  in 
London.  His  successor  was  Athenagoras  I  Kavvadas,  formerly 
Metropolitan of Philadelphia, who laboured with great success for 
the Church until his death in 1962. One of his great achievements 
was his organisation of the Greeks into established Communities, 
Greeks who had moved to Western Europe to look for work after 
the Second World War and the Greek Civil  War.  This  made it 
possible for them to live in close contact with the Church and with 

the principles and traditions of 
their  people.  In  order  to 
strengthen  the  pastoral  work 
of  the  Archdiocese  of 
Thyateira  and  Great  Britain, 
the  Ecumenical  Patriarchate 
elected  five  assistant  bishops: 
Iakovos of Apameia (residing 
in  London),  Meletios  of 
Regiou  (residing  in  Paris), 
Chrysostomos  of  Thermes 
(residing  in  Vienna),  Iakovos 
of Melitis (later Archbishop of 
America)  and  Matthaeos  of 
Aspendos,  who  had  pastoral 
charge  for  the  Polish 
Orthodox  in  London  and 
elsewhere. 

In  1963,  Athenagoras  II 
Kokkankis,  formerly  Bishop 
of  Elaia,  serving  in  Canada 
under Archbishop Iakovos of 
America,  was  appointed  the 
new  spiritual  leader  of  the 
Metropolis  and  then 
Archdiocese of Thyateira  and 
Great  Britain.  Archbishop 
Athenagoras  Kokkinakis 
contributed significantly to the 
development  of  the  structure 
of  the  Archdiocese  of 
Thyateira,  the  jurisdiction  of 
which  was  reduced  to  the 
British Isles, Ireland and Malta 
in 1963.

When  Metropolitan 
Germanos  Strenopoulos  arrived  in  London  in  mid  1922,  there 
were  in  the  British  Isles  only  four  organized  Greek  Orthodox 
Communities  with  their  own  places  of  worship:  in  London, 
Liverpool, Manchester and Cardiff. A fifth Community (All Saints) 
was  established  in  London  in  1948.  The  church  for  this 
Community  was  the  Anglican  church  in  Camden  Town where 
thousands of immigrants, mostly from Cyprus, had settled.

Gradually,  more  Communities  were  established  not  only  in 
London but in a number of large cities of the United Kingdom, 
following the mass immigration of thousands of Greek Cypriots to 
the U.K. before and after the establishment of the Republic  of 
Cyprus  in  August  1960.  Archbishop  Athenagoras  Kokkinakis 
played a decisive and critical role in founding these Communities 
throughout the country. 



The  organized  establishment  of  the  Greek  Orthodox 
Communities here was vital not only for their survival but also 
their  progress  in  general.  Wherever  there  is  a  Greek Orthodox 
Church and an organized Community, there is progress in every 
aspect  of  human  activity.  The  religious  sentiments  of  these 
immigrants  are  thus  strengthened  and  remain  alive  and  well, 
preventing  their  religion  from  being  absorbed.  For  such 
absorption  inevitably  leads  to  the 
cultural  and  spiritual  deterioration 
that  is  a  feature  of  our  modern 
society. As the Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew  aptly  wrote:  “The 
existence of Orthodox Communities 
throughout  the  world,  organized  as 
metropolises  and  archdioceses,  is  a 
major  factor  in  world  mission,  not 
only in inter-Christian and inter-faith 
dialogue,  but  also  in  the  very 
presence  and  lives  of  the  faithful. 
Therefore,  assured  already  of  your 
hard  work,  we  call  upon  you  this 
new  year,  which  our  Creator’s 
compassion  bestows  on  us,  to 
intensify your efforts to imitate as far 
as  possible  Christ  our  Master,  for 
‘you are the light of the world’.”   

A  well-organized  Orthodox 
Community  also  has  as  one  of  its 
objectives  the  fostering  and 
preservation of wholesome learning - 
culture,  language,  family  and 
progress  within  society.  Thus  we 
shall be able to uphold the ideals of 
Orthodox  Christian  family,  without 
which  the  faith  of  the  Orthodox 
living in non-Orthodox countries is 
doomed  to  be  absorbed  and 
dissolved. 

I have presented you with a brief history of the Archdiocese of 
Thyateira and Great Britain, but I would like here to emphasize its 
exceptional progress, particularly after 1963. As you well know, the 
years  that  followed  saw  a  stronger  development  of  the 
Communities, with churches and other premises being procured to 
meet the social and educational needs of our people. Priests and 
deacons have been ordained to serve the Flock, while people from 
all  over  the country  have been received into the bosom of the 

Church and of this Archdiocese. A new purpose-built church has 
been established in Harrow, dedicated to Saints Panteleimon and 
Paraskevi.

These things can only happen when we all dutifully participate 
and contribute, each according to their ability, to the foundation 
that  is  the  Orthodox  Community  as  a  whole.  The  Orthodox 

Church,  one  of  the  basic 
foundations of the Greek and other 
people  in  this  country,  remains 
attached  to  timeless  principles, 
values  and  traditions.  It  strives  to 
maintain the necessary preconditions 
that  lead to the  achievement  of  its 
goals. Let me mention just a few of 
them: faith in God, love for people, 
language,  places  of  worship  and 
learning where the Greek Orthodox 
Christian  Tradition can be  fostered 
effectively.  These  in  turn  lead to a 
deeper  sense  of  respect  for  this 
hospitable  country  which  is,  for 
Greek  immigrants,  a  second 
fatherland,  as  well  for  the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate and for our 
homelands,  such  as  Greece  and 
Cyprus.

Before  I  conclude  this  encyclical 
on  the  occasion  of  the  90th 

anniversary  of  our  Archdiocese,  I 
would like to pay tribute to all those 
-  clergy and laity  -  faithful  servants 
of the Archdiocese of Thyateira and 
Great  Britain,  who have  in  various 
ways borne witness to the Christian 
Faith,  entrusted  their  families  to 
God the Trinity, and have cherished 
as the apple of their eye the Good 
News  of  the  Resurrection  and 

Pentecost.  Both  our  clergy  and  laypeople  have  kept  alight  the 
torch of faith in Christ, with the conviction that future generations 
will do the same until the end of time. As the Lord commanded 
the Angel of Thyateira: “What you have already, hold fast until I  
come”  (Rev.  2:25).  To  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  glory  and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

London, October 2012

Gregorios, Archbishop of Thyateira & Great Britain

Pastoral Visits
Our Archbishop deems it right and proper to mark this auspicious occasion and calls all the local Communities of this Archdiocese to duly  
celebrate this anniversary. Therefore, we shall offer the  Service of Doxology together with a modest lunch to follow the Divine Liturgy

Archbishop Gregorios,  together  with the bishops,  will  make pastoral  visits  to our churches over  the next three months.  They shall  
celebrate the Divine Liturgy and preach, we are asked to organise a modest and simple reception. We will advise you as soon as we know 
the date the visit will take place.

Archbishop Gregorios of Thyateira and Great Britain



28th OCTOBER 1940

Dearly Beloved in the Lord,

Once  again  Greeks  around the  world  dutifully  celebrate 
with due splendour the historic anniversary of 28th October 
1940:  an  anniversary  which,  like  other  great  and  national 
anniversaries,  is  a  milestone  in  the  creative  and  unique 
course of Hellenic history; a landmark, which teaches and 
shows the path that must be followed by man to be found 
worthy of his sacred and God-given mission in the world.

As is well-known, in the small hours of October 28, 1940, 
the Prime Minister of Greece, Ioannis Metaxas, spoke for 
the Greek people, when he was challenged by fascist rule to 
respond, without fear, hatred or hesitation, to the timeless 
traditions and call of the Nation to “defend your country”. 
Ioannis Metaxas’ legendary response to the insolent Italian 
ultimatum,  “NO!”,  expressed  honour,  courage,  greatness, 
patriotism, self-denial and self-sacrifice.  

The “No” of Metaxas was not for show, nor empty words, 
but simply expressed the fortitude of the Greek people to 
defend their country’s territorial integrity. They did so with 
zeal,  dedication,  heroism and unimaginable  sacrifice.  And 
they  prevailed  because  they  were  united  as  never  before 
against  the  uninvited  challenge  of  fascist  arrogance.  The 
glorious victory of the Greek people in Pindos and Albania 
was at the same time what triggered the subsequent victory 
of their allies, led by the United Kingdom, and the end of 
the Second World War. This is the great lesson that Greeks 
should learn from great national feasts such as this,  while 
passing  it  on  to  their  children  and  young  people  by 
organizing annual celebrations. 

Today Greece (and Cyprus) is in economic crisis, a crisis 
which extends to many countries of Europe and the whole 
world.  Its  result  is  poverty,  unemployment,  insecurity  and 
pessimism among the Greek people, especially the younger 
generations. This is why this National Day is an opportunity 
for renewal of our hope in God, an opportunity to cultivate 
solidarity and mutual effort to help the weak and the poor 
and  all  the  Greek  people,  as  happened  in  1940;  an 
opportunity to begin rebuilding the country and to restore 
confidence in the virtues of the Greek people to do great 
things, to foster a sacred vision of rebirth and progress for 
the  country.  All  this  requires  toil,  hardship,  honesty, 
sacrifice, hard work and faith. Such virtues distinguished the 
Greek  people  in  those  critical  days  of  1940,  when  the 
Second  World  War  overshadowed  Europe  with  fear.  By 
God’s grace and human sacrifice, victory was achieved. We 
also  know that  Cyprus  participated  enthusiastically  in  the 
titanic struggle of 1940 against fascist Italy, and many Greek 
Cypriots  died  in  the  snowy  mountains  of  Epirus  and 
Albania. We therefore call on our Greek Schools, and other 
Greek  Institutions,  to  organize,  as  always,  special 
celebrations in honour of “OCHI DAY”, and all those who 
played a part in the epic events of 28th October 1940. 

I  wish  you  good  health,  and  I  pray  that  the  pending 
restoration  of  justice  to  Cyprus  may  soon  come,  and  I 
remain with love in the Lord and esteem.

London, 28th October 2012

Gregorios, Archbishop of Thyateira & Great Britain

A further Kontakion from the Akathist “Glory to God for All Things”

Why is it that on a Feast Day the whole of nature mysteriously smiles? Why does a marvellous lightness then fill our 
hearts, to which nothing earthly can be compared: the very air in the altar and in God's house becomes luminous? It 

is the breath of grace, the reflection of the glory of Mount Tabor: heaven and earth then sing this praise: Alleluia!

This Akathist Hymn was written by Metropolitan Tryphon of Turkestan in 1934

Fees for Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
You are  reminded that  there  are  set  fees  for  the  use of  the church and for  the 
issuing of Certificates for the above Sacraments and Services. These are published 
in the Refectory and must be paid to the Treasurer on the day of the service.



Scripture Reading Calendar for November

1 Colossians 4:2-9 Luke 11:47-12:1 Wonder-workers & Unmercenaries Cosmas and Damian (?
3rdC)
2 Fast Colossians 4:10-18 Luke 12:2-12 Martyr Acindynus and those with him in Persia (c341)
3 2 Corinthians 5:1-10a Luke 9:1-6 St Winifride of Treffynon (7thC)
4 Galatians 6:11-18 Luke 16:19-31 St Joannicus the Great of Mt Olympus (846)
5 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 Luke 12:13-15,22-31 St Jonah, Archbishop of Novgorod (1470)
6 1 Thessalonians 1:6-10 Luke 12:42-48 St Luke of Sicily (820)
7 Fast 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 Luke 12:48b-59 St Lazarus of Mt Gelasion (1054)
8 1 Thessalonians 2:9-14a Luke 13:1-9 St Tyssilio of Meifod (7thC)
9 Fast 1 Thessalonians 2:14-20 Luke 13:31-35 St Nectarios, Metropolitan of Pentapolis (1920)
10 2 Corinthians 8:1-5 Luke 9:37-43a St Arsenios of Cappadocia (1924)
11 Ephesians 2:4-10 Luke 10:25-37 Martyr Stephanida of Spain (2ndC)
12 1 Thessalonians 2:20-3:8 Luke 14:1,12-15 St John the Merciful, Patriarch of Alexandria (619)
13 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 Luke 14:25-35 St John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople (407)
14 Fast** 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 Luke 15:1-10 St Gregory Palamas, Archbishop of Thessalonika (1359)
15 Fast** 1 Thessalonians 4:18-5:10 Luke 16:1-9 St Malo of Brittany (7thC)
16 Fast** 1 Thess. 5:9-13,24-28 Luke 16:15-18, 17:1-4 St Fulvanius (Matthew), Prince of Ethiopia (1stC)
17 Fast*** 2 Corinthians 11:1-6 Luke 9:57-62 St Nikon of Radonezh (1426)
18 Fast*** Ephesians 2:14-22 Luke 12:16-21 St Mawes, Bishop in Cornwall and Brittany (5thC)
19 Fast 2 Thessalonians 1:1-10 Luke 17:20-25 New Martyr Elias Fondaminsky (1942)
20 Fast** 2 Thessalonians 1:10-2:2 Luke 17:26-37, 18:8b St Gregory Decapolites (816)
21 Fast*** Hebrews 9:1-7 Luke 10:38-42, 11:27-28 Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple
22 Fast** 2 Thessalonians 2:13-3:5 Luke 18:31-34 Martyr Apphia, Equal-to-the-Apostles (1stC)
23 Fast 2 Thessalonians 3:6-18 Luke 19:12-28 St Alexander Nevsky (1263)
24 Fast*** Galatians 1:3-10 Luke 10:19-21 Hieromartyr Clement, Pope of Rome (101)
25 Fast*** Ephesians 4:1-7 Luke 18:18-27 Great Martyr Catherine of Alexandria (313)
26 Fast 1 Timothy 1:1-7 Luke 19:37-44 St Stylianos of Paphlagonia (c5thC)
27 Fast** 1 Timothy 1:8-14 Luke 19:45-48 St Theodosios of Trnovo (1363)
28 Fast 1 Timothy 1:18-20, 2:8-15 Luke 20:1-8 Martyr Stephen the New, monk of Mt Saint Auxentius (764)
29 Fast** 1 Timothy 3:1-13 Luke 20:9-18 Hieromartyr Philoumenos custodian of Jacobs Well (1979)
30 Fast** 1 Timothy 4:4-8,16 Luke 20:19-26 St Frumentius, Archbishop of Abyssinia (c380)

          
* Wine is allowed on this day    ** Wine & Oil are allowed on this day     *** Fish, Wine & Oil are allowed on this day

Sundays are shown in Bold

____________________________________________________

Please remember when you come to church, if you are a UK taxpayer we can recover the tax that you have 
paid on your contribution to the work of the church – but only if you fill in an envelope (to be found at the 

church door) and place your gift in it.

We plan shortly to introduce a scheme whereby you can make a regular (tax-deductible) contribution 
through a Standing Order with your bank. This means the you will never have to fumble for change at the 

time of the collection.

Especially in these difficult times, the church needs your financial support. As I'm sure you understand, 
work on our church building is ongoing and expensive, besides our ordinary day-to-day expenses.

May God bless you all for your support in these matters and may you seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
in forming a regular and responsible habit of giving for the work of His Church.



Priest in Charge: Rev’d Oeconomos Pancratios Sanders
42 Withens Lane, Wallasey, Wirral. CH45 7NN

Telephone: 0151 639 6509; Mobile: 07850 467675
email: pancratios@btinternet.com

President: Marc Greenwood,
6 Meadow Close, Cuddington, Northwich. CW8 2LZ

Treasurer: Lidia Critchley
10 Easton Road, New Ferry CH62 1DR

Secretary: Presbytera Anna Sanders
42 Withens Lane, Wallasey, Wirral. CH45 7NN

(Telephone & email as above.)

The Divine Liturgy is served at the Church of Saint Barbara the Great Martyr, Handbridge, Chester each Sunday at 11.00am and on all the 
major Feasts.

The Vespers Service is normally served each Saturday at Fr. Pancratios' home (please check time before travelling any distance).

Fr Pancratios is normally in church during the day on Tuesdays. Please phone him before setting out to avoid a wasted journey.

Church (Sunday) School is held after the time of Communion every Sunday of each month during school term times (except on major feasts).

Pastoral Visits should be arranged by contacting Fr Pancratios. 

Weddings, Baptisms, Receptions etc., by arrangement with Father Pancratios.

Confessions before the Divine Liturgy or after Vespers. In Lent on Wednesdays and Fridays 5.30 - 6.30pm and at other times by arrangement.

Catechism Classes by arrangement with Fr Pancratios.

OIKOUMENIKON PATRIARCEION - IERA ARCIEPISKOPH QUATEIRWN KAI MEGALHS BRETANIAS

Please print, cut out, and sent with your donation to the Treasurer. The community is grateful for every contribution received 
so that the work of the church may continue. In the present difficult economic climate such gifts are a true sacrifice. Please  
remember that there is a reduction for those not in work and that it is also possible to make your giving quarterly. 

Membership Subscription 2012
Greek Orthodox Community of Saint Barbara the Great Martyr

Overleigh Cemetery Chapel, Overleigh Road, Chester. CH4 7HW

Title:_____Initials:_______Surname:______________________________

Address:____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Postcode:________________Date:_______________________________

I enclose herewith £25.00 annual subscription* £

Add £1.00 Free Will Offering to the Archdiocese £

I enclose a gift for the work of the church £

______________

(*unwaged £15.00 plus £1.00 FWO) £
===========

I am a UK taxpayer intending tax to be reclaimed on the enclosed donation made under the Gift Aid scheme
(please delete if not applicable)

Signature:___________________________________________________

Please return to the Treasurer with your gift::
Mrs Lidia Critchley, 10 Easton Road, New Ferry, Wirral. CH62 1DR
Please note that only Orthodox Christians in good standing may hold full membership and be permitted to 

vote at general meetings. Non-Orthodox Christians are most welcome to subscribe as friends and supporters 
of the Greek Orthodox Community of Saint Barbara the Great Martyr, Chester. 


