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  Dear brothers and sisters, 

On holy Pentecost we celebrated the baptism of Theodora, sister to Anna 
and  daughter  of  Dan  and  Nicoleta  Mazalu.  The  following  Sunday  we 
received Sarah Jane Paskouis into the community of the faithful and on 
Saturday 21st, the baptism of Atticus Perry, the son of Elizabeth and Simon. 
Congratulations to them all, their parents, sponsors and families. May God 
go with them all their days. 

The  following  day,  Sunday  22nd,  Nicholas  Aimeloglou  and  Jacqueline 
Bailey were joined in holy matrimony in the company of  many of  their 
friends and family. We wish them every blessing as they begin the rest of 
their lives together.

On a  more  sombre  note,  Robert  Morris  and  Petre  Tubure,  long  time 
friends, fell asleep on the same morning and their funerals took place within 
days of each other. We offer our condolences and our prayers to Aurelia, 
Robert’s wife and Cristina, Petre’s wife and to their families and friends. 

Marousia Edwards suffered a heart attack and spent a few days in Maelor 
Hospital. Thankfully, she is back at home and as tough as ever. May God 
grant her many years yet.

In church, Efrem Carrasco has completed and installed the icon of the 
Annunciation on the Holy Doors. He has produced a very beautiful piece 
of work. Thank you, Efrem.

A very large tree came down across the boundary fence recently. We are 
asking the Council to check all the trees which border the cemetery. Our 
insurance is up to date!

Last but not least, our joyful congratulations to Maria and Martin on the 
birth of their triplets Alexandra, Zoe and Theodore. Three little miracles!

Wishing you a blessed Summer

Fr Pancratios & Presbytera Anna

Summer Holidays.  

Many of you will be taking time out on a for-
eign holiday, others will be going to visit fam-
ily ‘back home’. Often we bring back presents 
for our friends and at such a time perhaps a 
present  for  the  church  as  well.  Candles 
(tapers) and incense are always welcome and 
if  you consider something more permanent, 
here are a few ideas for you:

Hanging oil lamps for the iconostasis (four 
the same)

Katsion - the censer for Holy Week
Exapterega - the two fans used in our pro-

cessions
Lanterns  -  the  enclosed  candles  used  in 

processions
Brocade  type  material  suitable  for  altar 

hangings  and  servers  vestments  -  in 
quantity

Holy Myron Bottle - for the Myrrh used at 
baptisms

These are just a few suggestions but I do 
ask you speak to me before making a pur-
chase to be certain that it is suitable.

Hand painted icons of the saints are always 
welcome.  If  you  wish  to  offer  an  icon, 
please ask me about the dimensions.

Fr Pancratios

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~
Dates for your Diary!

Sunday 3rd August is our annual parish pilgrimage to the well of Saint Plegmund at 
Plemstall for the blessing of the Waters. This will follow the celebration of the Divine 
Liturgy and we will conclude with a picnic lunch in Plemstall church grounds.

In September, we will be ‘open house’ for the annual Heritage Weekend and will now 
be able to offer refreshments to all our visitors. We will welcome all volunteers over 
the period 11-14 September.

http://www.stbarbara.org.uk/
http://www.thyateira.org.uk/


Elijah, Elisha and the priestly succession

We do not perhaps open the pages of the Old Testament as 
often as we should, but within its pages are many foretellings of 
the Christian Life that was yet to come. In the following passage 
the relationship between the two prophets is vitally important 
to  our  understanding  of  the  Christian  Ministry,  and  its 
relationship to the faithful laity as it has been understood and 
practiced for the past two millenia. The passage also calls on us 
to reflect upon the love and respect that we should have for our 
Hierarchs (and indeed for all the clergy). 

3(1) Kingdoms 19:19-21 & 4(2) Kingdoms 2:1, 5-14 SAAS 
Third Vesperal Reading at the Feast of the Holy Prophet Elijah 
which we celebrate on the 20th July.*

Elijah departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who 
was ploughing with twelve yoke of oxen before him. Then Elijah passed by  
him and threw his mantle on him. So Elisha left the oxen, and ran after  
Elijah and said, “I will kiss my father, then I will follow after you.”?  
Elijah  said  to  him,  “Return,  for  I  have  done  this  for  you.” Elisha  
returned from following him, and took a pair of oxen, and slaughtered  
them. He boiled their flesh with the proper equipment, and gave it to the  
people to eat. He then arose and followed Elijah, and ministered to him. 

As the time came to be for the Lord to take up Elijah into  heaven by a  
whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha went from Gilgal. Then Elijah said to him,  
“Stay here please, for the Lord sent me on to the Jordan.” But Elisha  
said, “As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave you!” So  
both of them went on. Fifty men of the sons of the prophets went and stood  
facing them at a distance, while the two of them stood by the Jordan. Now  
Elijah took his  mantle,  rolled  it  up,  and  struck the  water.  The water  
divided this way and that, and the two of them crossed over on dry ground.  
So it was that during the time they crossed over, Elijah said to Elisha,  
“Ask what I may do for you before I am taken away from you.” Elisha  
said, “Please let a double portion of your spirit be upon me.” So Elijah  
said, “You have asked a hard thing. If you see me when I am taken up  
from you, it shall be so for you; and if not, it shall not be so.” Thus it  
came to be, as they walked and continued to talk, behold a chariot of fire  
appeared with horses of fire, and the fire separated them one from the other;  
and Elijah was taken up into heaven by a whirlwind. Then Elisha saw it  
and  cried  aloud,  “Father,  O  father,  the  chariot  of Israel  and  its  
horsemen.”? And he saw Elijah no more, and he took hold of his own  
clothes  and  tore them into  two  pieces. Then  he  raised  Elijah’s  mantle,  
which fell from Elijah and upon Elisha, and Elisha returned and stood  
on the bank of  the  River  Jordan. He took Elijah’s  mantle which had  
fallen upon him and struck the water, but it did not divide. Then he said,  
“Where is the Lord God of Elijah himself?”? And he struck the water  
again, and it divided this way and that. So Elisha crossed over.  

The  third  Vesperal  Reading  for  Prophet  Elijah  -  Third 
Kingdoms 19:19-21 and Fourth Kingdoms 2:1-14*

He took Elijah’s  mantle  which had fallen upon him and struck the  
water. . . . Then he said, ‘Where is the Lord God of Elijah himself?’ And  
he struck the water again, and it divided this way and that. So Elisha  
crossed  over. The  dramatic  account  of  the  translation  of 
the Prophet  Elijah  into  God’s  “brilliant  city”  in  the  heavens 
confirms his divine glorification as well as his eternal place as 
chief among the God-inspired prophets. It indicates the reason 
why the Church calls upon the faithful to “raise our voices in 
rejoicing and joy, saying, rejoice, O earthly angel and heavenly 
man, Elijah of great name!” (Vespers for the Prophet Elijah).

Furthermore,  the  account  of  Elijah’s  ascension  serves  as  a 
type of the ministerial succession that continues among God’s 

people  up  to  the  present  day.  Continuity  in ministry  is 
embodied in the doctrine of apostolic succession, which assures 
that “the genuine faith and life of Christianity is passed on from 
church  to  church,  from  generation  to  generation  and 
from place  to  place,  through  the  succession  of  the  Holy 
Tradition of the Church in the consecration of bishops, whose 
teachings and practice is identical to each other and to that of 
the apostles of Jesus”  (Fr. Thomas Hopko, The Bible and Church  
History,  p.  122). In  the  exaltation  of  Elijah,  we witness  the 
passing on of genuine faith and life to the godly Elisha - and to 
many generations afterwards.

The present reading shows that succession in God’s ministry 
is anchored in the observable, heartfelt unity among those who 
serve His people. In the case of Elijah and Elisha, we see that 
Elijah gives Elisha, his disciple, every opportunity to find his 
own way once the Lord revealed that it was time . . . to take up  
Elijah  into  heaven (vs.  1).  Nevertheless,  Elisha  three times 
demurs:  As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave you!  
(vss.  2,4,6).The  unity  between  the  two  great  prophets  was 
shared widely with a group of men called the sons of the prophets 
(vss. 3,5), who were members of a prophetic order. Note that 
the unity-in-ministry  that  underlies  succession is  for  life  and 
extends beyond this present existence.  Elisha goes across the 
Jordan with Elijah, knowing that the Lord is about to take his 
master, but he maintains their unity in the face of death.

After  Elijah’s  translation to heaven,  Elisha calls  to  the  Lord 
God  of Elijah (vs.  14),  revealing  that  he  considers  their  unity 
binding  despite  Elijah’s  entrance  into eternity.  This  same 
pastoral  unity  underlies  the  apostolic  succession  that  has 
continued  from the  apostles to  our  present-day  bishops.  As 
Bishop Kallistos Ware explains, “The Church is . . . formed by 
the communion of  many hierarchs  with one another,  and of 
each  hierarch  with  the  members  of  his flock”  (The  Orthodox 
Church, p. 246).

The community of bishops reveals that the unity underlying 
succession in ministry is a gift from God. God Himself is the 
source of unity, assuring a continuous succession among those 
in His service. Succession does not derive from human agency, 
although  it  is expressed  through  human  actions  (vss.  8,14); 
rather, it is mystical in nature, being God-given. The blessings 
extended  to  the  people  of  God  during  Elijah’s  lifetime  are 
continued without interruption by Elisha (4 Kg 2:4-9, 13). The 
double share of Elijah’s spirit (vs. 9) does not refer to quantity - it 
is a Hebrew idiom indicating succession of truth and action. 
Thus  the  charismata  of  the apostles  are  extended  doubly 
through Christ’s apostolic bishops to this day.

Be mindful, O Lord, of every bishop of the Orthodox, who rightly divides  
the word of Your truth and put not to confusion any in Your ministry, but  
visit us all with Your benevolence. - Divine Liturgy of Saint Basil the 
Great.

---(:---:)--- 

*The  titles  of  these  Old  Testament  books  is  set  to  confuse  the  reader.  The  
English texts we often have to use come from the Hebrew and indicate two books  
as 1 & 2 Samuel and two books as 1 & 2 Kings. The Orthodox Church, always 
using the Septuagint Greek text of the OT and numbers these books as 1, 2, 3 & 4  
Kings. There is a similar confusion with the Psalms which are divided differently in 
the Septuagint



Elizabeth - Princess, Nun, Martyr and Saint
who we celebrate on 18th July

The  holy  Grand  Duchess 
Elizabeth was born in 1864. 
She  was  the  daughter  of 
Louis  IV,  the  Grand  Duke 
of  Hesse-Darmstadt  and  of 
Princess  Alice,  the daughter 
of Queen Victoria, and sister 
of Empress Alexandra. As a 
young girl, she visited Great 
Britain  on several  occasions 
to see her grandmother, with 
whom  she  carried  on  an 
affectionate  correspondence 
in English, which she spoke 
fluently. Some time after her 
marriage to the Grand Duke 
Sergius  Alexandrovich,  she 
converted  from 
Protestantism to Orthodoxy-
out  of  conviction  not 
expedience, as she explained 
to her  German family,  who 
were  distressed  at  her 
decision. 

From the early days of her 
married  life  she  gave  alms 
with generosity and began to 
devote  herself  to  works  of 
charity.  During  the  Russo-
Japanese War,  she organized convoys of  ambulances,  and 
hospitals  for  the  wounded.  On  18  February  1905,  her 
husband, then governor of Moscow, was assassinated by a 
terrorist. The Grand Duchess accepted her widowhood with 
resignation and, after two days, she visited the assassin in 
prison in order to exhort him to repentance. She addressed a 
plea for clemency to the Tsar and prayed for the man for 
the rest of her life. 

Having decided to devote herself entirely to God, Saint 
Elizabeth sold her art  collection and founded the Martha 
and  Mary  Monastery  to  undertake  charitable  works  in 
Moscow. She was arrested by the Bolsheviks at Easter 1918, 

together with Catherine and 
Barbara,  two  nuns  of  the 
Monastery.  Catherine  was 
freed soon after, but Barbara 
succeeded in remaining with 
Saint  Elizabeth  and  shared 
her martyrdom. 

On  the  night  of  18  July 
1918,  the  day  after  the 
assassination of the Imperial 
family,  Saint  Elizabeth  and 
other  members  of  the 
Romanov family, who could 
not  make  contact  with  the 
Tsar,  were  thrown  down  a 
shaft of the Alapaevsky mine 
200 feet deep. Their fall was 
broken by a  wooden beam, 
and  the  voice  of  Saint 
Elizabeth  could  be  heard 
leading  the  singing  of  the 
Cherubic  Hymn.  The 
assassins  then  threw  a 
grenade  into  the  shaft;  but, 
after  the  explosion,  they 
heard  the  chanting  of:  O 
Lord, Save Thy People.

They  therefore  covered 
the  shaft  entrance  with 

brushwood  and  branches,  which  they  set  on  fire,  while 
voices praying and singing could still be heard through the 
smoke. The bodies were recovered in the following October 
during the counter-offensive of the White Army. The body 
of Saint Elizabeth was found on a ledge about 50 feet below 
the surface, it was unbroken and uncorrupted, revealing that 
she had not been reached by the grenades and had stayed 
alive for a long time. The precious relics of Saint Elizabeth 
and of  Saint  Barbara  were  sent  to  Jerusalem,  where  they 
were enshrined in the church of the Monastery of St Mary 
Magdalen, which had been built by the Emperor Alexander 
III.

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~
I will end on one example of this joy of the Spirit. I met a few years ago in Russia an elderly priest 
who had spent 36 years in prisons and concentration camps. He sat opposite me with eyes shining 
with joy and gratitude and he said, “Do you realise, can you imagine, how infinitely good God had 
been to me? The Soviet authorities did not allow a priest either into prisons or into camps; and He 
chooses me, a young, inexperienced priest and sends me first to prison and then to camp to look 
after his lost sheep.” There was nothing in him but gratitude and joy. And that joy, that kind of 
gratitude against the history of his life was truly an outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

Metr Anthony of Sourozh +2003



Orthodox Catechism and Teaching Children
Archimandrite Vassilios Papavassiliou

An Address at the Conference for Greek and Sunday Schools, London, June 2014

We prefer to urge our children to become wealthy  
and well-to-do, rather than devout and self-denying. We 
would prefer  our  boys  to  grow up to  be doctors  and  
lawyers, not priests and monks. We would be happier to  
see  them  millionaires  than  charitable,  patient  and  
humble.

 Whenever we speak of Orthodox catechism, particularly 
for children, we tend to think exclusively in terms of school 
lessons or church visits, of learning symbols and information 
or  experiencing  worship.  While  all  this  is  important,  and 
should form part of the Christian Orthodox instruction and 
rearing of children, I would like to focus on another aspect 
of teaching children that is frequently overlooked, and which 
has been summed up well by Saint John Chrysostom:

“Let  everything  take 
second place to our care 
of  our  children,  our 
bringing them up to the 
discipline and instruction 
of the Lord. If from the 
beginning we teach them 
to  love  true  wisdom, 
they  will  have  great 
wealth  and  glory  than 
riches  can  provide.  If  a 
child learns a trade, or is 
highly  educated  for  a 
lucrative  profession,  all 
this is nothing compared 
to the art of detachment 
from riches; if you want to make your child rich, teach him 
this. He is truly rich who does not desire great possessions, 
or surround himself with wealth, but who requires nothing” 
(Homily 21 on Ephesians)

“Let us train boys from earliest childhood to be patient 
when they suffer wrongs themselves, but, if they see another 
being  wronged,  to  sally  forth  courageously  and  aid  the 
sufferer in fitting measure”  (An Address on Vainglory and the  
Right Way for Parents to Bring Up Their Children, 66)

Here Saint John makes it clear that the most important 
and  earliest  lessons  we  should  teach  our  children  are  the 
Christian virtues. Note, I did not say “morality” or “family 
values”,  but “Christian virtues”.  I am trying to make clear 
here  that  Christian virtues  are  distinct  from morality,  and 
certainly  from  moralism.  The  above  passage  from 
Chrysostom,  for  example,  exhorts  parents  and  teaches  to 
instruct  children  in  learning  to  love  wisdom  more  than 
wealth,  and spirituality  more than glory.  How many of  us 

teach our children this? We prefer to urge our children to 
become wealthy and well-to-do, rather than devout and self-
denying. We would prefer our boys to grow up to be doctors 
and lawyers, not priests and monks. We would be happier to 
see them millionaires than charitable, patient and humble.

When it comes to teaching our children about Orthodoxy 
in our schools, we should go beyond learning about customs 
and  religious  devotions  (things  which,  quite  frankly,  they 
should be learning from their parents at home and in church, 
not school). Instead, our schools should teach our children 
about what it means to live as a Christian, how we should 
treat our neighbour and environment.

Certainly, at the heart of this instruction in virtue should 
be the Scriptures and biblical 
stories.  Alas,  in  our  day, 
children  grow  up  knowing 
nothing of the bible, and it is 
shameful  that  our  children 
should grow up ignorant of 
God’s  word  and  the  many 
wonderful  examples  of 
virtue  and  holiness  in  the 
Scriptures.  Biblical 
knowledge is of fundamental 
importance to the  Christian 
character of our children and 
their  upbringing.  As  Saint 
John Chrysostom writes:

“Don’t  think  that  only 
monks need to learn the Bible; Children about to go out into 
the  world  stand in  greater  need of  Scriptural  knowledge.” 
(Homily 21 on Ephesians)

In  addition  to  Scripture,  our  children  should  also  be 
introduced to the lives of saints. The tradition of parents and 
grandparents passing on such stories is sadly a thing of the 
past, and here our schools and churches can assist parents 
who  may  be  lacking  in  such  knowledge.  Of  particular 
importance is the patron saints of the children and members 
of the family. Again, in the words of Chrysostom:

“So let the name of the saints enter our homes through 
the naming of our children, to train not only the child but 
the father, when he reflects that he is the father of John or 
Elijah or James; for, if the name be given with forethought to 
pay honour to those that have departed, and we grasp at our 
kinship with the  righteous rather  than with our  forebears, 
this too will greatly help us and our children. Do not because 
it is a small thing regard it as small; its purpose is to succour 



us.”  (An Address on Vainglory and the Right Way for Parents to  
Bring Up Their Children 50)

It  is  unfortunate,  that  instead  of  teaching  children  the 
virtues at a young age, and religious beliefs at a later age, we 
do things  the  other  way around, and try  to introduce the 
Christian virtues to our children when they are in their teens, 
too obstinate and rebellious to be instructed in the virtues of 
self-denial, patience, and humility, and too grown up to still 
be learning Sunday school theology. As our children become 
young  adults,  their  knowledge  in  every  area  of  learning 
increases:  science,  maths,  language,  literature,  history.  But 
when it comes to religion, we never get past primary school. 
No wonder many of our young adults reject Christianity as 
childish.  We do not prepare our children for the world as 
they reach their teens; we do not prepare them for the anti-
Christian  propaganda  they  will  hear,  or  the  many  atheist 
pupils and students they will befriend.

So, if we are to enable our children to hold on to their 
Christian  heritage  and  Orthodox  tradition,  and  more 
importantly,  if  they  are  to  grow  up  as  devout  Orthodox 

believers, first we must teach them the virtues, the Scriptures, 
the  saints,  and then our  doctrines  and beliefs  and church 
practices  and  customs.  Admittedly,  many  of  our  young 
people will no longer be experiencing these things at home 
and learning from their  parents,  and so in addition to the 
efforts our schools are making to teach our young people, 
initiatives must be taken to support and instruct parents. I 
believe that this is something schools and teachers cannot do 
alone. Clergy and teachers, churches and schools, must work 
together  for  the  instruction  and  edification  of  Christian 
Orthodox  families,  young  and  old.  The  most  important 
school  of  all  is  the  family,  and if  we do not  engage with 
families and teach parents, we are failing our children, and 
the Church will continue to lose them, if not to the atheist 
and  secular  culture  which  surrounds  us,  then  to  other 
Christian  churches  or  even  other  religions.  And  so  I  will 
conclude,  once  again,  with  the  words  of  Saint  John 
Chrysostom:

“In children we have a great charge committed to us. Let 
us bestow great care upon them, and do everything that the 
Evil One may not rob us of them.” (Homily 9 on 1 Timothy)

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~

Great Martyr and Healer Panteleimon 27th July
~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~



Principal Services for June / July
Divine Liturgy every Sunday: (Prayers of Preparation or Matins precedes)

Feast Day and Other Services during July
Sunday 6th Fourth Sunday after Pentecost - St Sisoes the Great Liturgy 11am
Sunday 13th Fifth Sunday after Pentecost - Fathers of the 4th Ecumenical Council Matins 9.30am, Liturgy 11am
Sunday 20th Sixth Sunday after Pentecost - Holy Glorious Prophet Elias Liturgy 11am
Thursday 24th Dormition of the Righteous Anna Vespers 6.30pm
Sunday 27th Seventh Sunday after Pentecost - Great Martyr Panteleimon Matins 9.30am, Liturgy 11am

Feast Day and Other Services during August
1st Beginning of the Dormition Fast

Sunday 3rd Eighth Sunday after Pentecost - St Isaacus Liturgy 11am
Wed. 6th Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord and Saviour Liturgy 11am
Sunday 10th Ninth Sunday after Pentecost - Martyr Lawrence at Rome Matins 9.30am, Liturgy 11am
Friday 15th Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary Liturgy 11am
Sunday 17th Tenth Sunday after Pentecost - St Elias the New at Calabria Liturgy 11am

Sunday 24th Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost - St Cosmas Aitolas Matins 9.30am, Liturgy 11am
Sunday 31st Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost - Hieromartyr Cyprian Liturgy 11am

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~

A Parable

Once a Roman legionary came into the Egyptian desert.

He came seeking the answer to deep questions: ‘Is there a hell? Is there a heaven? If there is a heaven and 
hell, where is the gate? Where can I enter?’

This man was a simple soldier. And the soldiers are always simple and unsophisticated. He knew only two 
things: life and death. He did not have any philosophy, he just wanted to know where to find the gates 
to escape hell and go to heaven. 

There in the desert, he encountered a monk.

‘Who are you?’ Asked the monk. 

‘I am a Roman legionary.’ the soldier replied. ‘This is a very honourable thing - to be a legionary in the 
Roman army. It means to be a perfect soldier. The emperor himself gives us a tribute. 

The monk laughed and said: ‘This is something! You're a warrior? You look like some poor ragamuffin!’

These words cut the soldier to the heart. He forgot why he had come. He immediately drew his sword and 
was about to kill the monk. 

But the monk laughed and said: ‘This is the Gates of Hell. With a sword in anger, with his pride - you 
open them.’

This, the warrior could understand. Immediately realising the meaning of the monk's words, he sheathed 
his sword.

... and the monk said: ‘And here opens the gates of Paradise.’

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~    



Troparion for the Feast of Saint Elias
In the earthquake and the gentle breeze you did perceive the coming of God 

which of old enlightened you, O divinely blessed Elijah; 

and, seated in a chariot drawn by four steeds, 

amazed, you did traverse the sky in a strange manner, O divinely inspired one. 

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~

Scripture Reading Calendar for July

1 Romans 10:11-11:2a Matthew 11:16-20 Julius & Aaron, Protomartyrs of Wales (c304)
2 Fast** Romans 11:2b-12 Matthew 11:20-26 St Stephen the Great, Prince of Moldavia (1504)
3 Romans 11:13-24 Matthew 11:27-30 St Germanus, Bishop of the Isle of Man (c474)
4 Fast Romans 11:25-36 Matthew 12:1-8 St Andrew Rublev (c1430)
5 Romans 6:11-17 Matthew 8:14-23 St Athanasios of Mount Athos (1000)
6 Romans 6:18-23 Matthew 8:5-13 New Martyr Cyril of Thessalonica (1566)
7 Romans 12:4-5,15-21 Matthew 12:9-13 St Eudoxia, in monasticism, Euphrosyne, (1407)
8 Romans 14:9-18 Matthew 12:14-16,22-30 St Theophilus, the Outpourer of Myrrh (1548)
9 Fast Romans 15:7-16 Matthew 12:38-45 New Martyr Methodius of Crete (1793)
10 Romans 15:17-29 Matthew 12:46-13:3a Hieromartyr Joseph of Damascus (1860)
11 Fast Romans 16:1-16 Matthew 13:3-9 New Martyr Nicodemus of Albania (1722)
12 Romans 8:14-21 Matthew 9:9-13 St Serapion, Bishop of Vladimir (1275)
13 Romans 10:1-10 Matthew 8:28-9:1 Venerable Sarah of the Egyptian Desert (5thC)
14 Romans 16:17-24 Matthew 13:10-23,9 Martyr John the New of Marv (11thC)
15 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 Matthew 13:24-30 St Asia the Wonderworker in Syria (5thC)
16 Fast 1 Corinthians 2:9-3:8 Matthew 13:31-36a Martyr Julia of Corsica (c7thC)
17 1 Corinthians 3:18-23 Matthew 13:36-43 St Leonid, Abbot of Ustneduma (1654)
18 Fast** 1 Corinthians 4:5-8 Matthew 13:44-54a Hieromartyr Cosmas of Mravalmta (Georgia 1630)
19 Romans 9:1-5 Matthew 9:18-26 St Stephen, Prince of Serbia (1427)
20 Romans 12:6-14 Matthew 9:1-8 Martyr Salome of Jerusalem (13thC)
21 1 Corinthians 5:9-6:11 Matthew 13:54-58 Martyr Victor of Marseilles (388)
22 Fast 1 Corinthians 6:20b-7:12 Matthew 14:1-13 Virgin Martyr Marcella of Chios (14thC)
23 1 Corinthians 7:12-24 Matthew 14:35-15:11 St Pelagia of Tinos (19thC)
24 1 Corinthians 7:24-35 Matthew 15:12-21 New Martyr Theophilus of Zakinthos (1635)
25 Fast** 1 Corinthians 7:35-8:7 Matthew 15:29-31 St Olympias the Deaconess (408)
26 Romans 12:1-3 Matthew 10:37-11:1 St Moses the Hungarian (Kiev 1043)
27 Romans 15:1-7 Matthew 9:27-35 St Symeon Stylites the Younger (6thC)
28 1 Corinthians 9:13-18 Matthew 16:1-6 St Irene of Cappadocia (9thC)
29 1 Corinthians 10:5-12 Matthew 16:6-12 Child Saint Bogolep of Cherny Yar (17thC)
30 Fast 1 Corinthians 10:12-22 Matthew 16:23-24 Martyr Julitta of Caesarea (4thC)
31 1 Corinthians 10:28-11:8 Matthew 16:24b-28 New Martyr Dionysius of Vatopedi (1822)

* Wine is allowed on this day    ** Wine & Oil are allowed on this day     *** Fish, Wine & Oil are allowed on this day

Sundays are shown in Bold 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please remember, if you are a UK taxpayer we can recover the tax that you have paid on your contribution to the work of the church – but only if you fill in an 
envelope (to be found at the church door) and place your gift in it. Especially in these difficult times, the church needs your financial support. As I'm sure you 
understand, work on our church building is ongoing and expensive, besides our ordinary day-to-day expenses. May God bless you all for your support in these 

matters and may you seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit in forming a regular and responsible habit of giving for the work of His Church.



Priest in Charge: Very Rev’d Protopresbyter Pancratios Sanders
42 Withens Lane, Wallasey, Wirral. CH45 7NN

Telephone: 0151 639 6509; Mobile: 07850 467675
email: pancratios@btinternet.com

President: Marc Greenwood,
6 Meadow Close, Cuddington, Northwich. CW8 2LZ

Treasurer: Robert Gale
40 Ffordd Parc, Bodnant, Prestatyn. LL19 9LJ

Secretary: Presbytera Anna Sanders
42 Withens Lane, Wallasey, Wirral. CH45 7NN

(Telephone & email as above.)

The Divine Liturgy is served at the Church of Saint Barbara the Great Martyr, Handbridge, Chester each Sunday at 11.00am and on all the 
major Feasts.

The Vespers Service is normally served each Saturday at Fr. Pancratios' home (please check time before travelling any distance).

Fr Pancratios is normally in church during the day on Tuesdays & Thursdays. Please phone him before setting out to avoid a wasted journey.

Church (Sunday) School is held after the time of Communion every Sunday of each month during school term times (except on major feasts).

Pastoral Visits should be arranged by contacting Fr Pancratios. 

Weddings, Baptisms, Receptions etc., by arrangement with Father Pancratios.

Confessions before the Divine Liturgy or after Vespers. In Lent on Wednesdays and Fridays 5.30 - 6.30pm and at other times by arrangement.

Catechism Classes by arrangement with Fr Pancratios.

OIKOUMENIKON PATRIARCEION - IERA ARCIEPISKOPH QUATEIRWN KAI MEGALHS BRETANIAS

Please print, cut out, and sent with your donation to the Treasurer. The community is grateful for every contribution received 
so that the work of the church may continue. In the present difficult economic climate such gifts are a true sacrifice. Please  
remember that there is a reduction for those not in work and that it is also possible to make your giving quarterly. 

Membership Subscription 2014/15
Greek Orthodox Community of Saint Barbara the Great Martyr

Overleigh Cemetery, Overleigh Road, Chester. CH4 7HW

Title:_____Initials:_______Surname:______________________________

Address:____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Postcode:________________Date:_______________________________

Membership is  £5.00 per  person,  per  month.  Membership  applies  to 
those of 18 years of age and over. Fees may be waived for the unwaged.

It  is  preferable  for  memberships  to  be  paid  by  Standing  Order  on  a 
monthly basis on the First Day of each month. St Barbara's Bank details: 
Barclays Bank: Sort Code 20-20-46, Account number 33974146. Further 
details can be found on www.stbarbara.org.uk/membership 

Alternatively, membership can be paid using the envelopes available at church 
at £5.00 per month or £60.00 annual subscription.

I am a UK taxpayer intending tax to be reclaimed on the enclosed donation made under the  
Gift Aid scheme (please delete if not applicable)

Signature:___________________________________________________

Please return to the Treasurer with your gift::

John Gale, 40 Ffordd Parc, Bodnant, Prestatyn. LL19 9LJ

Please note that only Orthodox Christians in good standing may hold full membership and be permitted to 
vote at general meetings. Non-Orthodox Christians are most welcome to subscribe as friends and supporters 
of the Greek Orthodox Community of Saint Barbara the Great Martyr, Chester. 

http://www.stbarbara.org.uk/membership
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