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Dear brothers and sisters, 

Time passes by and it seems only yesterday 
that we celebrated the Millennium - yet 15 
years  have  passed  since  then.  Time  is  a 
terrible  thing;  completely  irreversible  yet 
we waste it  by the minute,  the hour,  the 
day, and we can never recall it to change it.

It  is  a  popular  practice  to  make  New 
Year’s resolutions (which we usually break 
on 2nd January!) but one resolution we can 
endeavour to keep is  that of not wasting 
time. The Lord reminds us that we do not 
know the hour  He will  call  us,  so let  us 
make use of every moment to be prepared 
to meet Him. Make every second count for 
our salvation!

May the same God bless you all,

Fr Pancratios  and Presbytera Anna

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~
                

Cutting of the Vasilopitta
We celebrate this time-honoured Feast of Saint Basil with the cutting 
of the Vasilopitta (Saint Basil's Bread) on Thursday 1st and again on 

the Sunday 4th January. If you wish to make your own, please ask for 
a recipe from Presbytera Anna.

House Blessings
Following the Blessing of the Waters (Aghiasmos) at Theophany, Father 
Pancratios will be available to bless your homes, cars, businesses etc. It is 
so important that we have our homes blessed following Theophany every 
year so that our homes and ourselves are sanctified for the year to come. 

Call me as soon as possible: 0151 639 6509 or 07850 467675.

http://www.stbarbara.org.uk/
http://www.thyateira.org.uk/


Principal Services for January / February
Divine Liturgy every Sunday: (Prayers of Preparation or Matins precedes)

Feast Day and Other Services during January

Thursday 1st Feast of the Circumcision - Saint Basil the Great Liturgy of Saint Basil 11am

Sunday 4th 30th Sunday after Pentecost - Assembly of the Seventy Liturgy 11am

Monday 5th The Eve of the Theophany - Nun Apollinaria Royal Hours 11am

Great Blessing of Waters 6.30pm

Tuesday 6th Feast of Theophany & Blessing of Waters (feast follows) Liturgy 11am

Sunday 11th 31st Sunday after Pentecost - St Theodosios the Great Matins 9.30am, Liturgy 11am

Sunday 18th 32nd Sunday after Pentecost - St Maxim the New Liturgy 11am

Sunday 23rd 33rd Sunday after Pentecost - St Gregory the Theologian Matins 9.30am, Liturgy 11am

Thursday 29th Synaxis of the Ecumenical Teachers Vigil 6.30pm

Feast Day and Other Services during February

Beginning of the Lenten Triodion
Sunday 1st Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee - Martyr Tryphon Liturgy 11am

Feast of the Meeting of our Lord in the Temple Vespers 12.30pm (1st)

Sunday 8th Sunday of the Prodigal Son - Greatmartyr Theodore Stratelates Matins 9.30am, Liturgy 11am

Saturday 14th Memorial Saturday Memorial Service 11am

Sunday 15th Sunday of Meatfare - Sunday of the Last Judgement Liturgy 11am

Sunday 22nd Sunday of Cheesefare - The Expulsion of Adam, from Paradise Matins 9.30am, Liturgy 11am

Monday 23rd                                     Beginning of the Great Fast

Monday 23rd - Friday 27th Services each weekday evening beginning at 6.30pm (full details next month)

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~  

A Community Board Meeting
will be held on Sunday 4th January at which we 
will appoint the Trustees for the Community. All 
matters for discussion should be with the Secret-
ary by the Sunday before. This meeting will be 

followed by a meeting of the Trustees.

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~

The good will is just and true. Everything in it is good. We 
must not lie,  nor  steal,  nor  commit adultery.  We must love 
each other as God loves us.

Dobri Dobrev - the living saint of Bailovo



The Artoklasia

How many times do we fail  in our prayers to 
thank God for the many gifts he bestows upon us? In-
deed, life itself is a principal matter for which we should 
‘fall on bended knee’ to to offer our thankfulness for 
this great and most wonderful of gifts. 

Nevertheless,  no  matter  how  often  we  give 
thanks in our private prayers, the church also offers us 
the  opportunity  to  give  public  thanks  for  the  many 
blessings poured out upon us, in the service of the Ar-
toklasia  -  the  Blessing  of 
Loaves.

The  artoklasia  service 
is normally offered at the end 
of Vespers or at the end of 
Matins, though often today at 
the end of the Liturgy.  Five 
round  loaves  of  bread  are 
offered by individual faithful 
as a sign of devotion for per-
sonal or family anniversaries 
such as name days and other 
occasions bearing close con-
nection  with  the  experience 
of  the  Orthodox.  The  five 
loaves  are  reminiscent  of  the  five  loaves  that  Jesus 
Christ blessed in the desert and by which five thousand 
of His hearers were fed. The artoklasia also symbolizes 
and brings into practice the Agape meals  of the very 
early Christian communities. Then, after the faithful re-
ceived the Body and Blood of Christ, they would gather 
in a common meal, thus signifying the brotherly associ-
ation established between them by their common faith 
and by their receiving the same sacramental Lord. Also, 
the Agape meals served a charitable purpose by provid-
ing meals to the poorer from among them. 

The significance behind the Orthodox artoklasia 
includes also the fact that, among the Orthodox, bread 
continues to be highly valued not only as a basic food 
but also as the supreme symbol of the Body of Christ; 
for it is the bread which is changed by consecration in 
the  Liturgy  into  the  Body of  Christ.  Christ  has  been 
repeatedly designated as the Bread of Life, and also as 
‘the Bread which came from heaven’. Bread does also 
symbolise the Church of Christ,  which has spread all 

over ‘as the wheat on the 
mountains and which was 
gathered  by  Christ  into 
one body’.  [as  we read in 
the  Didache,  that  late 
First  Century  document 
that  tells  us  much  about 
the life, practice and belief 
of the early Church.] Thus, 
bread  has  been  given  a 
mystical  meaning 
according  to  which  it 
constitutes  the  essence of 
the  spiritual  life  of  the 
Christian. 

The blessed bread of the Orthodox artoklasia has 
been from ancient times considered to effect personal 
sanctification and to help the individual against bodily 
infirmities  and illness ‘if  taken with faith’.  The Greek 
term ‘artoklasia’  derives from the very words used by 
the Evangelists in describing the Last Supper at which 
Christ ‘broke bread’ and offered it  to His disciples  as 
His  own  Body.  Likewise,  ‘bread  is  broken’  in  the 
Orthodox artoklasia,  signifying not only an identity in 
terms but  a  far  more significant  affinity  between the 
Lord’s, and His Church’s, breaking of bread.

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~



President's Report for the last Church Year

The  Board of  the  Community  is  well 
established  and met regularly  throughout  the year. 
Meetings are held on a six weekly basis taking part 
after  a  Sunday  service.  Following  departures  for 
foreign parts, further board members are needed to 
ensure numbers are sufficient so that our meetings 
are  quorate  and  that  the  community  is  well 
represented. This will be resolved through elections 
at the Annual General Meeting,

Our  congregation  continues  to  grow 
consisting  of  British,  Greek,  Romanian,  Bulgarian 
and other  Orthodox  faithful.  Attendance  averages 
around 60 worshippers each Sunday with some 350 
to  400  having  attended  at  Pascha  (Easter).  The 
annual  pilgrimage  to  Saint  Winifride's  well  in 
Holywell was also well attended. 

Renovation  work  is  on-going,  some  re-
pointing  has  been  completed  repairs  have  been 
made to the roof and guttering. Further Icons have 
been purchased and fitted to the iconostasis.  New 
doors  have  been  installed  to  the  front  porch 
providing  extra  security,  draft  proofing  and  an 
additional  usable  area  for  icons  and  candle  desk. 
Overall  the  church  is  looking  more  beautiful  and 
more in keeping with Orthodox worship.

A valuation of the church has been completed 
ensuring that we are adequately insured. 

The online registration process for claiming Gift Aid 
has  been  completed.   A  back  dated  claim  will  now  be 
submitted.

Tsvetan  Petkov  has  been  identified  by  the 
community as a potential candidate as a Deacon in order to 
address the threat of losing our Priest and to offer some 
support  and assistance  to Father  Pancratios.  Our wishes 
have  been shared  with  the  Archbishop  and Tsvetan has 
been  attending  the  Thyateira  Midland  Ecclesiastical 
Seminary to prepare himself for this possible role. 

A  revamped  and  well  organised  process  of 
membership is in place to enable us to manage our money 
in a more planned and predictable manner.  Membership 
has  grown but  is  still  not  fully  representative  of  regular 
attendees or all those baptised at Saint Barbara's.  

Overall the parish has had a productive year and our 
community is flourishing. In order to maintain this growth 
and  our  church  building  there  will  be  further  financial 
challenges ahead that we will need to address.

Fund raising continues to be under on-going review 
and work on-going to plan events to raise additional funds.

Finally a big thank you on behalf of the community 
to all those who serve, read, sing, provide food and flowers, 
organise  membership  and  offer  other  help  to  the 
community  and  for  all  the  generous  donations  received 
over this period.

Marc Greenwood
Community President

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~

Dr. Constantine Cavarnos had a conversation with a hermit on Mount Athos: 
“Why did I come here? You will ask me,” said the hermit, whose name was 
John. “For the sake of eternity. Our life here on earth, whether we are plain 
folks, scientists or professors, princes or kings, will inevitably come to an end. 
When we die, these titles and capacities will mean nothing, absolutely nothing. 
The only thing that will matter then will be the quality of our soul, whether it  
is  good  or  bad,  whether  we  have  saved  it  or  lost  it.  Heaven  and  hell  are  
everlasting, whereas our earthly life is insignificantly brief.”

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~
Whenever a community is able to arise above its own ethnic and nationalist 

limitations it soon reveals that it is capable of exerting a missionary influence.

Fr John Meyendorff +1992

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~



Theophany
Christ's Baptism 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to  
John to  be  baptised  by  him. John would  have  prevented  Him,  
saying,  “I  need  to  be  baptised  by  You,  and do  You come to  
me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is  
fitting for us to fulfil all righteousness.” Then he consented. And 
when  Jesus  was  baptised,  He  went  up  immediately  from  the  
water,  and  behold,  the  heavens  were  opened  and  He saw the  
Spirit of God descending like a dove, and alighting on Him; and  
lo, a voice from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, with  
whom I am well pleased.” [Matthew 3:13-17]

John would  have  prevented  Him, saying,  “I  need to  be  
baptised by You, and do You come to me?” But Jesus answered  
him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all  
righteousness.” While John the Forerunner lived silently in 
the desert, the Lord Jesus remained quietly at Nazareth. 
Then, the Evangelist Luke tells us, the word of God came to  
John (Lk 3:2). He begins preaching a baptism of repentance for  
the forgiveness of sins (vs. 3). It is now “time for the Lord 
to act,” as the deacon proclaims to the priest at the start 
of the Divine Liturgy.

Accordingly, the Lord Jesus comes from Galilee ...  
to John to be baptised by him. (Mt 3:13) – not to observe, 
talk,  or  listen  to  him,  but  to  be  baptised  Since  the 
baptismal  rite  offered  by  the  Forerunner  is  for 
repentance  (Lk  3:3),  we  encounter  an  apparent 
contradiction. Jesus accepts a ritual signifying personal 
repentance, yet we know that our Saviour in every respect  
has been tempted as we are, yet without sin (Heb 4:15)! 

Why,  then,  does  the  God-man  invert  our 
expectations by seeking John’s baptism of repentance? 
Why does He ritually unite His sinless humanity with 
our corrupt  humanity?  Why subject  His  Light to our 
darkness and sin? Saint John, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
perceives this contradiction, and he  would have prevented  
Him, saying, “I need to be baptised by You, and do You come to  
me?”(Mt 3:14). 

Christ understands that the humanity He is saving 
must be fully assumed. He is not repenting in baptism, 
but rather uniting His all-pure Self to our corrupt nature 
in order to restore us to Himself.  His  pure humanity 
acts as a bridge from God’s holiness to our sinfulness. 

As Saint Paul explains: For our sake He made Him to be sin  
who  knew  no  sin,  so  that  in  Him  we  might  become  the  
righteousness of God (2 Cor 5:21).

At  the  Lord’s  baptism  “the  whole  universe  is 
watered  by  mystical  streams,”  according  to  Saint 
Sophronios of Jerusalem. With the entry into the waters 
of God the Word, the created world is “lighted from on 
high. . . .  The land and the sea have divided between 
them the joy of the world, and the world has been filled 
with rejoicing. The waters saw You, O God, the waters 
saw You; they were afraid. Jordan turned back when it 
beheld  the  fire  of  the  Godhead  coming  down  and 
descending upon it in the flesh” (Great Blessing of the 
Waters; see also Ps 113:3-5).

The Lord Jesus fulfils the purpose of His baptism 
on a magnificent scale – it is  an act cosmic in scope. 
Men are restored to God as He unites Himself to our 
race in Jordan’s waters. Along with us,  the whole creation  
which has been groaning  in travail  together until  now (Rom 
8:22), experiences the wondrous process of renewal.

In  the  mystery  of  Christ’s  baptism,  the  earthly 
waters  immersing  His  Body  are  transformed.  They 
become a means by which the Holy Spirit is conveyed 
to us. At our baptism, the Spirit acts through water to 
unite us to Christ.  Part of Christ’s  purpose, when He 
receives baptism, is to prepare the earth’s waters for our 
new birth in the Spirit (see Jn 3:5).

The  capstone  completing  the  arc  of  God’s 
intention  is  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  At  Jesus’ 
baptism, God the Father affirms: This is My beloved Son,  
with whom I am well pleased (Mt 3:17). The mystery of the 
Holy  Trinity  is  disclosed  for  the  first  time  by  this 
revelation of the divine nature in three Persons: Father, 
Son,  and Holy  Spirit.  Christ’s  baptism is  an eternity-
filled moment;  it  also marks the first instance,  within 
the limits of time, when the glory, nature, and purpose 
of the Godhead are revealed to men.

Great are You, O Lord, and wondrous are Your 
works, and no word suffices to hymn Your wonders . . . 
this change has been wrought by the right hand of the 
Most High. – From the Baptismal Liturgy; Great Blessing of the Waters.  

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~
The Great Blessing of the Waters, which we will now perform by God’s mercy, is 
directly related to our personal repentance. Let us not entertain the false conviction 
that by being mechanically sprinkled with the blessed water, or by drinking it, that we 
guarantee our purification. Why is it that, although taking part in the Blessing of the 
Waters year after year, and communing of this great holiness, we remain the same as 
before? It is because we do not desire to bear the saving yoke of repentance.

Fr John Kadar



Science and Orthodoxy 

Two observations

Rationalism and materialism, denying religion, seeking to explain scientifically 
all the secrets of creation, display first of all scientific dishonesty, for in fact 
they do not explain anything, they do not give any positive answer to many 
questions, and refuse to admit their own bankruptcy. Their fundamental error 
lies in the fact that they do not see that human reason is crippled by sin - this  
very human reason, which forms the basis of their whole construction. Their 
second mistake is this, that they think everything can be explained; hence their 
pitiful and fruitless attempts to give a materialistic explanation of everything, 
whereas the very essence of religion lies in recognition that human nature is 
corrupted by sin, and consequently reason is corrupted as well: that is why it  
must submit itself to the Absolute and recognize the existence of a mystery. 
Religion does not seek to explain everything, because here on earth there is no 
complete explanation; but it gives a promise and a foretaste of a harmony that 
exists  in  the  other  world,  where  all  contradictions  will  be  resolved. 

Father Alexander Elchaninov

Also, Vladimir Lossky says that Orthodox Christianity is not at all frightened by 
the findings of modern science. Nothing in the universe that is discovered by 
man can antiquate or repudiate the teachings of Orthodoxy about man and his 
salvation. Rather, the discoveries made by man ultimately support the dogmatic 
teachings of the Orthodox Church. Perhaps the issue of human evolution is a 
great  stumbling  block  for  many  Christians,  but  if  man  has  evolved  from 
subhuman species over the course of many hundreds of millions of years this 
reality  is  perfectly  capable  of  fitting  into  the  Orthodox  understanding  of 
creation and deification.

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~

The Pocket Year Book of the Archdiocese is now available to 
purchase at the Bookstall. This year the pocket edition is in 
both English and Greek. Please collect your copy as soon as 

possible price is £1.20

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~

Indeed it is impossible to understand Jesus well, without being born of 
the spirit, and living by the spirit, who alone can provoke in us every good 
thought, and enable us to testify to those spiritual things and say: ‘come, 
Lord Jesus’ and make us worthy to hear the blessed and wonderful words 
of Jesus ‘“Yes I’m coming soon”. (Rev.21:17) Amen 

+ His Eminence Metropolitan Paul of Aleppo, kidnapped and still missing in Syria 



Let your light so shine …. 
A prayer of preparation for receiving Communion

I stand before the doors of your Temple, and I do not forsake my wicked thoughts. But, O 
Christ my God, as You justified the tax collector, and had mercy on the woman of Canaan, 
and opened the gates of Paradise to the repentant thief, open to me the interior depths of 
Your love for men and receive me as I come and repent before You. Receive me as you did 
receive the sinful woman and the woman with the flow of blood. For the first embraced 
Your most pure feet and received the forgiveness of her sins, and the second just touched 
the hem of Your garment and received healing. But I who am lost, daring to receive Your 
whole body, may I not be burned; but receive me as You did receive them, and enlighten my 
spiritual senses, burning up my spiritual faults, by the prayers of her who gave birth to You 
without human seed, and of the heavenly angelic powers, for You are blessed unto the ages 
of ages. Amen

Saint John of Damascus

This is one of a series of prayers we should all use in preparing to receive Communion worthily. We should 
find them all in our personal Prayer Books. If we do not have a suitable prayer book, we should take steps to  
obtain one. Copies are available for a small sum on the bookstall in church. These Prayers of Preparation are  
in addition to, and not a substitute for Sacramental Confession in the presence of a priest.

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~

"Wherefore with all fear and a pure conscience and certain faith let us draw near 
and it will assuredly be to us as we believe, doubting nothing. Let us pay 
homage to it in all purity both of soul and body: for it is twofold. Let us draw 
near to it with an ardent desire, and with our hands held in the form of the cross 
let us receive the body of the Crucified One: and let us apply our eyes and lips 
and brows and partake of the divine coal, in order that the fire of the longing, 
that is in us, with the additional heat derived from the coal may utterly consume 
our sins and illumine our hearts, and that we may be inflamed and deified by the 
participation in the divine fire. Isaiah saw the coal. But coal is not plain wood 
but wood united with fire: in like manner also the bread of the communion is not 
plain bread but bread united with divinity. But a body which is united with 
divinity is not one nature, but has one nature belonging to the body and another 
belonging to the divinity that is united to it, so that the compound is not one 
nature but two."

Saint John Damascus  +749 

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~

In the End Times a man will be saved by love, humility and kindness. Kindness will  
open the gates of Heaven; humility will him lead into Heaven; a man, whose heart is 
filled with love will see God. 

Saint Gabriel of Georgia, Confessor and Fool-for-Christ +1995

 ~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~



Troparion from Vespers for the Feast of Holy Theophany
To sinner and publicans You have revealed Yourself, in the magnitude of Your mercy, O 

our Saviour, for where should Your light shine save upon those who sit in darkness? Glory 
to You, O Lord!

Sessional Hymn in honour of Saint Gregory the Theologian
Denouncing the deceit of the impious, in godly manner you did disclose the meaning of the Scriptures, 
showing forth dogmas which delight the hearts of the faithful more than honey, O right wondrous one; 

and you taught all to worship the unity of the Godhead in Trinity. Wherefore, you did set forth the 
image of the Saviour on an icon for veneration as a sign of His humanity, O theologian Gregory, 
Entreat Christ God, that He grant remission of sins unto those who lovingly celebrate your holy 

memory.

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~

Scripture Reading Calendar for January

1 Colossians 2:8-12 Luke 2:20-21,40-52 New Martyr Peter from the Peloponnese (1776)
2 Hebrews 11:8,11-16 Mark 12:1-12 New Martyr George the Georgian (Mytelene, 1770)
3 1 Timothy 3:14-4:5 Matthew 3:1-11 St Thomaïs of Lesbos (c930)
4 2 Timothy 4:5-8 Mark 1:1-8 Monk and New Martyr Onuphrius on Chios (1818)
5 Fast 1 Corinthians 9:19-27 Luke 3:1-18 Monk and New Martyr Romanus of Carpennision (1694)
6 Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7 Matthew 3:13-17 St Makarios of Vatopedi and Pantokrator Monasteries (1431)
7 Fast*** Acts 19:1-8 John 1:29-34 New Martyr Athanasios of Attalia (Smyrna, 1700)
8 James 1:1-18 Mark 8:30-34 Hieromartyr Isidore of Yuryev & 72 with him (Tartu, 1472)
9 Fast James 2:1-13 Mark 9:33-41 St Philip, Metropolitan of Moscow (1569)
10 Ephesians 6:10-17 Matthew 4:1-11 St Antipas the Heychast  (Iasi, 1882)
11 Ephesians 4:7-13 Matthew 4:12-17 St Michael of Klops, Fool-for-Christ (1456)
12 James 2:14-26 Mark 9:42-10:1 St Martinian of White Lake (Byelozersk, 1483)
13 James 3:1-10 Mark 10:2-12 St Eleazar of Anzersk (Solovki, 1656)
14 Fast James 3:11-4:6 Mark 10:11-16 Hieromartyr Platon, Bishop of Talinn (1919)
15 James 4:7-5:9 Mark 10:17-27 St Gabriel of Lesnov (c1100)
16 Fast 1 Peter 1:1-2,10-12; 2:6-10 Mark 10:23-32 New Martyr Damascene Trnovo (Bulgaria, 1771)
17 Hebrews 13:17-21 Luke 6:17-23 New Martyr George of Ioannina (1838)
18 1 Timothy 1:15-17 Luke 18:35-43 Hieromonk Maximus, Archbishop of Hungro-Wallachia (1516)
19 James 2:14-26 Mark 10:36-52 St Theodore of Novgorod, Fool-for-Christ (1392)
20 Hebrews 13:17-21 Like 6:17-23 New Martyr Zacharias (Old Patras, 1782)
21 Fast James 3:11-4:6 Mark 11:22-26 St Maximus the Greek (at Moscow, 1556)
22 James 4:7-5:9 Mark 11:27-33 St Joseph the Sanctified (Crete, 1511)
23 Fast 1 Peter 1:1-2,10-12; 2:6-10 Mark 12:1-12 St Gennadius of Kostroma (1565)
24 1 Thessalonians 5:14-23 Luke 17:3-10 Martyr John of Kazan (1529); St Xenia of St Petersburg (c1800)
25 1 Timothy 4:9-15 Luke 19:1-10 Synaxis of the New Martyrs of the Russian Church (20thC)
26 1 Peter 2:21-3:9 Mark 12:13-17 St David II, Restorer, King of Georgia (1125)
27 Hebrews 7:26-8:2 John 10:9-16 New Martyr Demetrius (Constantinople, 1784)
28 Fast 1 Peter 4:1-11 Mark 12:27-37 St Theodosius of Totma (1568)
29 1 Peter 4:12-5:5 Mark 12:38-44 New Martyr Demetrius of Chios (Constantinople, 1802)
30 Fast*** Hebrews 13:7-16 Matthew 5:14-19 New Martyr Theodore of Mytelene (1784)
31 2 Timothy 2:11-19 Luke 18:2-8 New Martyr Elias (Kalamata, 1686)

* Wine is allowed on this day    ** Wine & Oil are allowed on this day     *** Fish, Wine & Oil are allowed on this day

Sundays are shown in Bold 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please remember, if you are a UK taxpayer we can recover the tax that you have paid on your contribution to the work of the church – but only if you fill in an 
envelope (to be found at the church door) and place your gift in it. Especially in these difficult times, the church needs your financial support. As I'm sure you 
understand, work on our church building is ongoing and expensive, besides our ordinary day-to-day expenses. May God bless you all for your support in these 

matters and may you seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit in forming a regular and responsible habit of giving for the work of His Church.



Priest in Charge: Very Rev’d Protopresbyter Pancratios Sanders
42 Withens Lane, Wallasey, Wirral. CH45 7NN

Telephone: 0151 639 6509; Mobile: 07850 467675
email: pancratios@btinternet.com

President: Marc Greenwood,
6 Meadow Close, Cuddington, Northwich. CW8 2LZ

Treasurer: Robert Gale
40 Ffordd Parc, Bodnant, Prestatyn. LL19 9LJ

Secretary: Presbytera Anna Sanders
42 Withens Lane, Wallasey, Wirral. CH45 7NN

The Divine Liturgy is served at the Church of Saint Barbara the Great Martyr, Handbridge, Chester each Sunday at 11.00am and on all the 
major Feasts.

The Vespers Service is normally served each Saturday at Fr. Pancratios' home (please check time before travelling any distance).

Fr Pancratios is normally in church during the day on Tuesdays & Thursdays. Please phone him before setting out to avoid a wasted journey.

Church (Sunday) School is held after the time of Communion every Sunday of each month during school term times (except on major feasts).

Pastoral Visits should be arranged by contacting Fr Pancratios. 

Weddings, Baptisms, Receptions etc., by arrangement with Father Pancratios.

Confessions before the Divine Liturgy or after Vespers. In Lent on Wednesdays and Fridays 5.30 - 6.30pm and at other times by arrangement.

Catechism Classes by arrangement with Fr Pancratios.

OIKOUMENIKON PATRIARCEION - IERA ARCIEPISKOPH QUATEIRWN KAI MEGALHS BRETANIAS

Please print, cut out, and sent with your donation to the Treasurer. The community is grateful for every contribution received 
so that the work of the church may continue. In the present difficult economic climate such gifts are a true sacrifice. Please  
remember that there is a reduction for those not in work and that it is also possible to make your giving quarterly. 

                 Membership Subscription 2014/15          (1/15)
Greek Orthodox Community of Saint Barbara the Great Martyr

Overleigh Cemetery, Overleigh Road, Chester. CH4 7HW

Title:_____Initials:_______Surname:______________________________

Address:____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Postcode:________________Date:_______________________________

Membership  is  £5.00 per  person,  per  month.  Membership  applies  to 
those of 18 years of age and over. Fees may be waived for the unwaged.

It  is  preferable  for  memberships  to  be  paid  by  Standing  Order  on  a 
monthly basis on the First Day of each month. St Barbara's Bank details: 
Barclays Bank: Sort Code 20-20-46, Account number 33974146. Further 
details can be found on www.stbarbara.org.uk/membership 

Alternatively, membership can be paid using the envelopes available at church 
at £5.00 per month or £60.00 annual subscription.

I am a UK taxpayer intending tax to be reclaimed on the enclosed donation made under the  
Gift Aid scheme (please delete if not applicable)

Signature:___________________________________________________

Please return to the Treasurer with your gift::

John Gale, 40 Ffordd Parc, Bodnant, Prestatyn. LL19 9LJ

Please note that only Orthodox Christians in good standing may hold full membership and be permitted to 
vote at general meetings. Non-Orthodox Christians are most welcome to subscribe as friends and supporters 
of the Greek Orthodox Community of Saint Barbara the Great Martyr, Chester. 

http://www.stbarbara.org.uk/membership

