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Dear brothers and sisters, 

Christ is in our midst!

 The  Feast  of  the  Holy  Theophany  of  Our  Lord  and 
Saviour Jesus Christ is soon upon us. As usual, following the 
Divine Liturgy, we will make our way to Eccleston Ferry to 
bless the waters of the River Dee. We will then retire to the 
Grosvenor Arms Hotel for a light festive lunch. As the feast 
falls on a Sunday this year, we will need to know if you wish 
to have lunch as we will need to book in advance. 

Wishing you God's Holy Blessing for the Feast
Fr Pancratios and Presbytera Anna

Bless this House!
Following  the  Blessing  of  the  Waters  (Aghiasmos)  at 

Theophany, Father Pancratios will be available to bless your 
homes, cars, businesses etc. 

If you wish me to come at a certain time, please speak 
with me beforehand otherwise I will turn up on the doorstep! 
As usual, I will try to telephone in advance where possible to 
save a wasted journey. Likewise, it is always helpful to know 
who I can visit during daytime hours as this leaves more time 
to visit those who are at work during the day.

It  is  so  important  that  we  have  our  homes  blessed 
following  Theophany  every  year  so  that  our  homes  and 
ourselves are sanctified for the year to come.

Do not miss out but call me as soon as possible: 0151 
639 6509 or 07850 467675

Christ is Born.
Glorify Him!

Wishing you all peace and joy for the Holy Feast of the Nativity
and a tranquil and healthy New Year

Fr Pancratios
&

Presbytera Anna

http://www.saintbarbara.org.uk/
http://www.thyateira.org.uk/


Progress so far!
Works has somewhat slowed down with the onset of the 

colder weather.  Outside,  Hughie has excavated the broken 
drain at the east end of church and has laid in a new receiver 
and drain to connect with the existing system. Provision has 
been made for the connecting up the kitchen waste pipe in 
due course. Thank you George,  Mario, Hughie and all  the 
team.

Marc has  completed stripping the church and refectory 
doors  and  has  now  applied  a  first  coat  of  paint  to  the 
ironwork.  Varnishing  will  follow  in  due  course  when  the 
weather permits. All agree that the doors look so much better 
without that forbidding black paint.

A leak in the Refectory roof has yet to be identified. It is 
to be attended to at the beginning of the New Year.

We have been gifted a fine new Dyson vacuum cleaner. 
Thank you very much for this kind donation. This replaces 

the  existing  Panasonic  upright  which  is  now available  for 
anyone  who  can  make  use  of  it.  A  small  donation  is 
acceptable.

The toilet is presently out of use with the appearance of 
Jack Frost! An insulated platform and cover is to be installed 
to protect the toilet from damage. In the meantime, please 
use the toilet behind the lower chapel.

We have now identified a new route  for the electricity 
supply. This will cause less disruption than the original plan 
which entailed road closures. We are awaiting approval from 
the  Council  for  this  alternative  route.  Once  this  route  is 
agreed,  we shall  be in a  position to sign contracts for the 
work  to  commence.  The  new  route  will  save  us  many 
thousand of pounds over the original plan though the entire 
work will still amount to a substantial sum of money.

             --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------              

Principal Services for January & February

Divine Liturgy every Sunday: Prayers of Preparation       10.30 am for Divine Liturgy 11 am

Feast Day & Other Services during JANUARY
Tuesday 1st Feast of the Circumcision & Cutting of the Vasilopitta Liturgy 11am
Saturday 5th Eve of the Theophany Royal Hours 11am
Sunday 6th Feast of the Theophany of our Lord                        Liturgy & Blessing of Waters 11am
Sunday 13th 32nd Sunday after Pentecost Liturgy 11am
Sunday 20th 33rd Sunday after Pentecost Liturgy 11am
Sunday 27th 34th Sunday after Pentecost Liturgy 11am
Tuesday 29th Synaxis of the Oecumenical Teachers Vespers 6.30pm

Feast Day & Other Services during FEBRUARY
Saturday 2nd Feast of the Meeting of Our Lord and Saviour in the Temple Liturgy 11am
Sunday 3rd 35th Sunday after Pentecost Liturgy 11am
Sunday 10th Sunday of the Talents Liturgy 11am
Sunday 17th Sunday of the Canaanite Woman Liturgy 11am
Sunday 24th Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee Liturgy 11am

----------------------------
Kalamaria Yemista - Stuffed Squid

  Yield : 4 to 6 servings Time: 1 1/2 hours

12 squid, 10-12 cm (4—5 in) long
150gms chopped onion 
20gms chopped fresh parsley
180ml olive oil 
80gms cooked rice 
15gms pine nuts or chopped walnuts
10gms tomato paste
40gms currants
7gms salt
sprinkle of black pepper to taste
240ml dry red or white wine
60ml water

Have the squid cleaned by the fishmonger.

Simmer onion and parsley in 120ml olive oil until onion is golden 
brown. Add chopped squid feelers  and simmer until  they change 
colour.  Mix  in  rice,  nuts,  tomato  paste,  currants,  4gms  salt,  and 
pepper, and cook five more minutes. Set aside to cool.

Stuff each squid with cooled rice mixture and close openings with 
toothpicks. Arrange side by side in an oiled baking dish.

Combine wine, water, remaining 60ml olive oil, and 3gms  salt, and 
pour over the stuffed squid. Bake in preheated 350° oven for one 
hour or until squid are tender and sauce thickens. Serve hot or cold.



Christmas 2012
Archbishop Gregorios of Thyateira and Great Britain

“The Mother of Feasts”, the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ on  
earth in the form of a man, “when the empersonned brightness of the  
Father’s  glory  appeared  to  the  human  race”:  this  is  what  we  are  
celebrating  once  again  this  year  with  ineffable  joy  and  sacred  hope.  
Christ the God-man entered human history and changed the world as  
we knew it  by His divine  teaching,  His sacrifice  on the Cross,  His  
Resurrection from the dead, His Ascension into Heaven, the sending  
down of the Most-holy Spirit upon the Holy Twelve Apostles and the  
establishment of His Church, which continues its saving work without  
cessation.

The Church’s endurance for the last two thousand years 
confirms the Mystery of Divine Economy revealed in Christ 
Jesus,  beginning  with  the  Birth  of  the  Divine  Child  in 
Bethlehem  of  Judaea.  The  holy  Evangelists  recorded  the 
story  of  the  Nativity  and  the  Church  has  preserved  and 
proclaimed it  until  this  day.  At  this  time of  year,  we bow 
down to the Divine Child, and with profound faith and great 
reverence, we remember what took place. Our very being is 
moved to renew our relationship with God when we hear 
that  angelic  hymn,  “Glory  to God in the  highest,  and on 
earth peace, good will among men”?.

Christians throughout the world are celebrating this event 
as we remember God’s love for all  His Creation. With the 
hymnographer  of  the  Church  we  sing  those  wonderful 
hymns of Christmas: “Christ is born, give glory! Christ comes 
from heaven, go to meet Him! Christ is on earth, be exalted!” 
Two thousand years  have passed since  the  first  Christmas 
day. And in spite of the effects of today’s globalization and 
secularization,  for  all  the  ignorance  and  rejection  of  the 
Mystery of the Nativity by so many people, the Church still 
celebrates  it  with  due  devotion  and  peaceful  prayer, 
passionately remembering what happened at Christmas. The 
Church renews its hope in Him Who took on flesh, and it 
reminds the world that “God is with us”. By His grace, He 
fills  us  with  hope  for  a  better,  more  righteous  and  more 
humane world. Christmas also reminds us of the power of 
faith  in  “?the  only  true  God,  and Jesus  Christ,  whom He 
sent” to bridge the gap between heaven and earth, to enable 
us to know God and to reconcile Him to all peoples, who 
had been alienated from their Creator, for they “worshipped 
and served created things rather than the Creator—who is 
forever praised”?.

The  Orthodox  Church,  with  the  rest  of  the  Christian 
world, expresses the mystical presence of the incarnate Christ 
on earth with song and poetry. Using hymns and music, signs 
and  symbols,  it  describes  the  “indescribable”  and  glorifies 
Him  Whom  the  heavenly  angels  hymned,  the  ancient 
prophets  and  mystics  glorified  by  their  life  and  faith,  the 
Apostles proclaimed, the Martyrs,  Teachers and Fathers of 
the  Church  -  both  married  and  monastic  -  confessed, 

together with a cloud of witnesses - the saints and friends of 
Christ  -  knowing that Jesus “made himself  nothing,  taking 
the form of a  servant, being born in the likeness of men.  
And being found in human form, he humbled himself by  
becoming obedient to the point of death,  even death on a 
cross”.

This  Christmas  holds  many  fears,  insecurities  and 
anxieties for today’s world, which, like the rich fool of the 
Gospel,  has  been  ensnared  by  the  seduction  of  wealth,  a 
longing for greed, excess and idolatry. This worldly way of 
thinking has led many astray and it afflicts young and old, 
rich and poor. Like an infectious disease, its effects plague us 
all. It must be said, as our saints have taught us, that if we do 
not sincerely repent of this greed and, like the Prodigal Son, 
return to Christ,  we shall  not  be able to escape the many 
snares that surround and overwhelm us, like the thorns of 
the Parable of the Sower. We are therefore called to return to 
simplicity  of  life,  collaboration  and  reconciliation  with  all 
peoples, the humility exemplified in the Divine Child and the 
peace pronounced by the angels  on the holy  night of  His 
Birth.  The  peaceful  symbiosis  of  all  humanity  can  be 
achieved only through humility, sacrifice and the imitation of 
Christ’s great love for mankind.

Naturally,  these  are  days  of  joy,  family  celebration and 
universal peace and reconciliation, but they are also days for 
contemplation and the renewal and fulfilment of our blessed 
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ’s love for all people. Christmas 
day  is  the  Mystery  of  Divine  Love,  which  provided  our 
salvation, and the renewal of God’s promise to man who was 
made in His “image and likeness”? that he may become a 
sharer and heir of His eternal Kingdom and glory. I humbly 
believe that everyone should keep in mind the apostolic era 
and the persecutions against  the early Church. That heroic 
age is full of shining examples for our own world to imitate, a 
world  which,  for  all  the  abundance  it  enjoys,  is  forever 
complaining.  We  remain  unrepentant  and  are  always 
obsessing  about  fleeting  and  temporal  things.  We  do  not 
think  of  the  other  life,  nor  do  we remember  the  joy  and 
nearness of Christ Who cares for all His creatures, even the 
“birds of the air”. 

The Orthodox Christians of this biblical eparchy of the 
Ecumenical  Throne  are  called  to  renew our  baptism and, 
with wisdom and close co-operation with one another and in 
the harmonious love of Christ,  to be inspired by the letter 
and spirit of this season of the Nativity. With enthusiasm and 
an exalted sense of responsibility, let us care for those things 
we hold in common: our Church, our schools, our families, 
the  Tradition  and  teaching  of  Christ  our  God.  Our 
participation  in  church  services,  our  humble  reception  of 
Holy Communion, the study of God’s word, continuous and 



unceasing prayer, reconciliation with our enemies, respect for 
the law, practical love and charity toward the suffering - the 
sick,  the  elderly,  orphans  and  widows  -  our  voluntary 
assistance to our neighbours and brethren: all these make for 
a  civilized society  and render  the  message  of  Christmas  a 
reality. Christ has filled heaven and earth with His glory and 
joy, and daily He teaches all nations love and solidarity, peace 
and respect for young and old, for rich and poor, for rulers 
and nations.

I wish you all a blessed, peaceful and holy Christmas. May 
the  New  Year  2013  be  a  year  of  fulfilled  dreams  and 
expectations for all the earth, and especially for those at war, 
the weak and marginalized, and all who live with the joy, faith 
and  hope  that  Christmas  has  imparted  and  proclaimed 
throughout the ages. And I remain with fervent prayers and 
love and esteem in Christ our Lord.

London, Christmas 2012

Gregorios, Archbishop of Thyateira & Great Britain
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Theophany of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ

About  the  beginning  of  our  Lord's  thirtieth  year,  John  the  
Forerunner,  who  was  some  six  months  older  than  Our  Saviour  
according  to  the  flesh,  and  had  lived  in  the  wilderness  since  his  
childhood, received a command from God and came into the parts of the  
Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance unto the remission of sins.  
Then our Saviour also came from Galilee to the Jordan, and sought and  
received  baptism  though  He  was  the  Master  and  John  was  but  a  
servant. Whereupon, there came to pass those marvellous deeds, great  
and beyond nature: the Heavens were opened, the Spirit descended in the  
form of a dove upon Him that was being baptised and the voice was  
heard from the Heavens hearing witness that this was the beloved Son of  
God, now baptised as a man (Matt. 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke  
3:1-22). From these events the Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ and  
the great mystery of the Trinity were demonstrated. It is also from this  
that  the  present  feast  is  called  "Theophany,"  that  is,  the  divine  
manifestation, God's appearance among men. On this venerable day the  
sacred mystery of Christian baptism was inaugurated; henceforth also  
began  the  saving  preaching  of  the  Kingdom  of  the  Heavens.  
(Synaxarion for the day)

Theophany  is  the  Feast  which  reveals  the  Most  Holy 
Trinity  to  the  world  through  the  Baptism  of  the  Lord 
(Mt.3:13-17;  Mark  1:9-11;  Luke  3:21-22).  God  the  Father 
spoke from Heaven about the Son, the Son was baptised by 
the Saint John the Forerunner, and the Holy Spirit descended 
upon the Son in the form of a dove. From ancient times this 
Feast  was called the Day of Illumination and the Feast of 
Lights,  since  God  is  Light  and  has  appeared  to  illumine 
“those  who  sat  in  darkness,”  and  “in  the  region  of  the 
shadow of death” (Mt.4:16), and to save the fallen race of 
mankind by grace.

In  the  ancient  Church  it  was  the  custom  to  baptise 
catechumens at the Vespers of Theophany, so that Baptism 
also is revealed as the spiritual illumination of mankind.

The  origin  of  the  Feast  of  Theophany  goes  back  to 
Apostolic  times,  and  it  is  mentioned  in  The  Apostolic 
Constitutions  (Book  V:13).  From  the  second  century  we 
have the testimony of St Clement of Alexandria concerning 

the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord,  and the night 
vigil before this Feast.

There is a third century dialogue about the services for 
Theophany between the  holy  martyr  Hippolytus  and Saint 
Gregory the Wonderworker. In the following centuries, from 
the  fourth  to  ninth  century,  all  the  great  Fathers  of  the 
Church:  Gregory  the  Theologian,  John  Chrysostom, 
Ambrose of Milan, John of Damascus, commented on the 
Feast of Theophany.

The  monks  Joseph  the  Studite,  Theophanes  and 
Byzantios  composed  much  liturgical  music  for  this  Feast, 
which is sung at Orthodox services even today. Saint John of 
Damascus said that the Lord was baptised, not because He 
Himself had need for cleansing, but “to bury human sin by 
water,” to fulfil the Law, to reveal the mystery of the Holy 
Trinity, and finally, to sanctify “the nature of water”? and to 
offer us the form and example of Baptism.

On the Feast of the Baptism of Christ, the Holy Church 
proclaims  our  faith  in  the  most  sublime  mystery, 
incomprehensible  to human intellect,  of  one God in three 
Persons. It teaches us to confess and glorify the Holy Trinity, 
one in Essence and Indivisible.  It exposes and overthrows 
the errors of ancient teachings which attempted to explain 
the Creator of the world by reason, and in human terms.

The Church shows the necessity of Baptism for believers 
in Christ, and it inspires us with a sense of deep gratitude for 
the  illumination  and purification of  our sinful  nature.  The 
Church teaches that our salvation and cleansing from sin is 
possible only by the power of the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
therefore it is necessary to preserve worthily these gifts of the 
grace of holy Baptism, keeping clean this priceless garb, for 
“As many as have been baptised into Christ,  have put on 
Christ”? (Gal 3:27).

On the day of Theophany, all foods are permitted, even if 
the Feast falls on a Wednesday or Friday.

Prayer offered with diligence, vigilance, piety, faith, compunction and care is good, and a child and God 
lives in your heart.

Elder Amphilochios of Patmos +1970



The Patriarchal Encyclical for Christmas

+ BARTHOLOMEW - By the Mercy of God Archbishop 
of Constantinople-New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch

To the Plenitude of the Church, Grace, Mercy and Peace from 
the Saviour Christ Born in Bethlehem

Christ is born, glorify Him; Christ is on earth, exalt Him.

Let us rejoice in gladness for the ineffable condescension 
of God.The angels precede us singing: “Glory to God in the 
highest and on earth peace, good will among all people.”

Yet, on earth we behold and experience wars and threats 
of wars. Still, the joyful announcement is in no way annulled. 
Peace has truly come to earth through reconciliation between 
God and people in the person of Jesus Christ. Unfortunately, 
however, we human beings have not been reconciled, despite 
God’s  sacred will.  We retain  a  hateful  disposition  for  one 
another. We discriminate against  one another by means of 
fanaticism with regard to religious and political convictions, 
by means of greed in the acquisition of material goods, and 
through  expansionism  in  the  exercise  of  political  power. 
These are the reasons why we come into conflict with one 
another.

With  his  Decree  of  Milan  issued  in  313AD,  the 
enlightened  Roman  emperor,  St.  Constantine  the  Great, 
instituted  freedom  in  the  practice  of  the  Christian  faith, 
alongside  freedom in  the  practice  of  every  other  religion. 
Sadly, with the passing since then of precisely 1700 years, we 
continue to see religious persecution against Christians and 
other Christian minorities in various places.

Moreover, economic competition is spreading globally, as 
is the pursuit of ephemeral profit,  which is promoted as a 
principal  target.  The  gloomy  consequences  of  the  over-
concentration  of  wealth  in  the  hands  of  the  few and the 
financial desolation of the vast human masses are ignored. 
This  disproportion,  which  is  described  worldwide  as  a 
financial crisis, is essentially the product of a moral crisis. 
Nevertheless,  humankind  is  regrettably  not  attributing  the 
proper significance to this moral crisis. In order to justify this 
indifference, people invoke the notion of free trade. But free 
trade is not a license for crime. And criminal conduct is far 
more than what is recorded in penal codes. It includes what 
cannot be foreseen by the prescription of statutory laws, such 
as  the  confiscation  of  people’s  wealth  by  supposedly 
legitimate means. Inasmuch, therefore, as the law cannot be 
formally imposed,  the actions of a minority of citizens are 
often  expressed  in  an  unrestrained  manner,  provoking 
disruption in social justice and peace.

From the Ecumenical  Patriarchate,  then,  we have been 
closely following the “signs of the times,” which everywhere 
echo the “sounds” of “war and turmoil” – with “nation rising 
against  nation,  dominion  against  dominion,  great 
earthquakes,  and  in  various  places  famines  and  plagues, 
alongside dreadful phenomena and heavenly portents.” (Luke 

21.10-12) In many ways, we are experiencing what St. Basil 
wrote about “the two types of love: one is feeling sorrow and 
concern  upon  seeing  one’s  beloved  harmed;  the  other  is 
rejoicing and striving to benefit one’s beloved. Anyone who 
demonstrates neither of these categories clearly does not love 
one’s  brother  or  sister.  (Basil  the  Great,  Shorter  Rules, 
PG31.1200A) This is why, from this sacred See and Centre 
of Orthodoxy, we proclaim the impending new year as the 
Year of Global Solidarity.

It is our hope that in this way we may be able to sensitize 
sufficient hearts among humankind regarding the immense 
and extensive problem of poverty and the need to assume 
the  necessary  measures  to  comfort  the  hungry  and 
unfortunate.

As your spiritual father and church leader, we ask for the 
support of all persons and governments of good will in order 
that we may realize the Lord’s  peace on earth – the peace 
announced by the angels and granted by the infant Jesus. If 
we  truly  desire  this  peace,  which  transcends  all 
understanding, we are obliged to pursue it palpably instead of 
being indifferent to the spiritual and material vulnerability of 
our brothers and sisters, for whom Christ was born.

Love and peace are the essential  features of the Lord’s 
disciples  and  of  every  Christian.  So  let  us  encourage  one 
another during this Year of Global Solidarity to make every 
conscious  effort  –  as  individuals  and  nations  –  for  the 
reduction of the inhumane consequences created by the vast 
inequalities as well  as the recognition by all  people of  the 
rights of the weakest among us in order that everyone may 
enjoy the essential goods necessary for human life. Thus, we 
shall indeed witness – at least to the degree that it is humanly 
possible – the realization of peace on earth.

Together  with  all  of  material  and spiritual  creation,  we 
venerate the nativity of the Son and Word of God from the 
Virgin Mary, bowing down before the newborn Jesus – our 
illumination  and  salvation,  our  advocate  in  life  –  and 
wondering like the Psalmist “Whom shall we fear? Of whom 
shall we be afraid?” (Ps. 26.1) as Christians, since “to us is 
born today a saviour” (Luke 2.11), “the Lord of hosts,  the 
king of glory.” (Ps. 23.10)

We hope earnestly and pray fervently  that  the dawning 
2013 will be for everyone a year of global solidarity, freedom, 
reconciliation, good will, peace and joy. May the pre-eternal 
Word of the Father, who was born in a manger, who united 
angels and human beings into one order, establishing peace 
on  earth,  grant  to  all  people  patience,  hope  and strength, 
while  blessing the world with the divine gifts  of His love. 
Amen.

At the Phanar, Christmas 2012                                         
Your fervent supplicant before God                            
Bartholomew of Constantinople



A further Kontakion from the Akathist “Glory to God for All Things”
Why is it that on a feastday the whole of nature mysteriously smiles? Why does a marvellous lightness fill our 

hearts, to which nothing earthly can be compared: the very air in the altar and in God's house becomes luminous? It 
is the breath of grace, the reflection of the glory of Mount Tabor: heaven and earth then sing this praise: Alleluia!

This Akathist Hymn was written by Metropolitan Tryphon of Turkestan in 1934

Scripture Reading Calendar for January

1 Fastfree Colossians 2:8-12 Luke 2:21-21, 42-52 St Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia (379)
2 Fastfree Hebrews 5:4-10 John  3:1-15 Righteous Juliana of Lazarevesk (1604)
3 Fastfree Acts 10:44-11:10 John 1:18-28 St Genevive of Paris (5thC)
4 Fastfree Titus 2:11-14 Luke 3:1-18 St Eustathius, Archbishop of Serbia (1285)
5 Fast 1 Corinthians 10:1-4 Luke 1:9-11 St Syncletica of Alexandria (350)
6 Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7 Matthew 3:13-17 Feast of the Holy Theophany
7 Acts 19:1-8 John 1:29-34 St Brannock of Braunton (6thC)
8 Romans 6:3-11 John 3:23-33 Martyr Abo of Tbilisi (786)
9 Fast 2 Timothy 2:1-10 Mark 1:9-15 St Adrian, Archbishop of Canterbury (710)
10 Acts 13:13-24 Luke 3:19-22 St Theosevia the Deaconess (385)
11 1 Peter 1:2-10 Luke 19:12-28 St Theodosius the Great, the Cenobiarch (529)
12 Ephesians 6:10-17 Matthew 4:1-11 St Eupraxia of Tabennesi in Egypt (393)
13 Ephesians 4:7-13 Matthew 4:12-17 St Maximos of Kafsokalyvia, Mount Athos (14thC)
14 2 Timothy 2:20-28 Luke 19:37-44 St Nino, Enlightener of Georgia (339)
15 2 Timothy 3:16-4:4 Luke 19:45-48 St John Kalyvites, the Hut Dweller (5thC)
16 Fast 2 Timothy 4:9-22 Luke 20:1-8 Blessed Maximus the Priest of Totma, Fool-for-Christ (1650)
17 Titus 1:5-14; 2:1 Luke 20:9-18 New Martyr George in Ioannina (1838)
18 Fast** Titus 1:15-2:10 Luke 20:19-26 St Cyril and St Maria, parents of St Sergius of Radonezh (14thC)
19 Ephesians 1:16-23 Luke 12:32-40 St Mark, Archbishop of Ephesus (1445)
20 Colossians 3:4-11 Luke 17:12-19 St Theodore of Tomsk (1864)
21 Hebrews 3:5-11, 17-19 Luke 20:27-44 St Maximos the Greek (1556)
22 Hebrews 4:1-13 Luke 21:12-19 St Vincent the Deacon, Protomartyr of Spain (4thC)
23 Fast Hebrews 5:11-6:8 Luke 21:5-8a,10-11,20-24 St Dionysios of Olympus (1540)
24 Hebrews 7:1-6 Luke 21:28-33 St Neophytos the Anchorite of Cyprus (12thC)
25 Fast** Hebrews 7:18-25 Luke 21:37-22:8 Hieromartyr Alexander (Hotovitsky) of USA & Russia (1937)
26 Ephesians 2:11-13 Luke 13:19-29 St Conon, Bishop of Sodor and Man (648)
27 1 Timothy 4:9-15 Luke 19:1-10 St John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople (438)
28 Hebrews 8:7-13 Mark 8:11-21 St Ephraim the Syrian (373)
29 Hebrews 9:8-10,15-23 Mark 8:22-26 Hieromartyr John (Pettai) of Estonia (1919)
30 Fast** Hebrews 10:1-18 Mark 8:30-34 New Martyr Hatzi-Theodore of Mytelene (1784)
31 Hebrews 10:35-11:7 Mark 9:10-15 St Arsenios of Paros (1877)

* Wine is allowed on this day    ** Wine & Oil are allowed on this day     *** Fish, Wine & Oil are allowed on this day

Sundays are shown in Bold 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please remember, if you are a UK taxpayer we can recover the tax that you have paid on your contribution to the 
work of the church – but only if you fill in an envelope (to be found at the church door) and place your gift in it.

Especially in these difficult times, the church needs your financial support. As I'm sure you understand, work on 
our church building is ongoing and expensive, besides our ordinary day-to-day expenses.

May God bless you all for your support in these matters and may you seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit in 
forming a regular and responsible habit of giving for the work of His Church.



Priest in Charge: Rev’d Oeconomos Pancratios Sanders
42 Withens Lane, Wallasey, Wirral. CH45 7NN

Telephone: 0151 639 6509; Mobile: 07850 467675
email: pancratios@btinternet.com

President: Marc Greenwood,
6 Meadow Close, Cuddington, Northwich. CW8 2LZ

Treasurer: Lidia Critchley
10 Easton Road, New Ferry CH62 1DR

Secretary: Presbytera Anna Sanders
42 Withens Lane, Wallasey, Wirral. CH45 7NN

(Telephone & email as above.)

The Divine Liturgy is served at the Church of Saint Barbara the Great Martyr, Handbridge, Chester each Sunday at 11.00am and on all the 
major Feasts.

The Vespers Service is normally served each Saturday at Fr. Pancratios' home (please check time before travelling any distance).

Fr Pancratios is normally in church during the day on Tuesdays & Thursdays. Please phone him before setting out to avoid a wasted journey.

Church (Sunday) School is held after the time of Communion every Sunday of each month during school term times (except on major feasts).

Pastoral Visits should be arranged by contacting Fr Pancratios. 

Weddings, Baptisms, Receptions etc., by arrangement with Father Pancratios.

Confessions before the Divine Liturgy or after Vespers. In Lent on Wednesdays and Fridays 5.30 - 6.30pm and at other times by arrangement.

Catechism Classes by arrangement with Fr Pancratios.

OIKOUMENIKON PATRIARCEION - IERA ARCIEPISKOPH QUATEIRWN KAI MEGALHS BRETANIAS

Please print, cut out, and sent with your donation to the Treasurer. The community is grateful for every contribution received 
so that the work of the church may continue. In the present difficult economic climate such gifts are a true sacrifice. Please  
remember that there is a reduction for those not in work and that it is also possible to make your giving quarterly. 

Membership Subscription 2013
Greek Orthodox Community of Saint Barbara the Great Martyr

Overleigh Cemetery Chapel, Overleigh Road, Chester. CH4 7HW

Title:_____Initials:_______Surname:______________________________

Address:____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Postcode:________________Date:_______________________________

I enclose herewith £25.00 annual subscription* £

Add £1.00 Free Will Offering to the Archdiocese £

I enclose a gift for the work of the church £

______________

(*unwaged £15.00 plus £1.00 FWO) £
===========

I am a UK taxpayer intending tax to be reclaimed on the enclosed donation made under the Gift Aid  
scheme                     (please delete if not applicable)

Signature:___________________________________________________

Please return to the Treasurer with your gift::

Mrs Lidia Critchley, 10 Easton Road, New Ferry, Wirral. CH62 1DR

Please note that only Orthodox Christians in good standing may hold full membership and be permitted to 
vote at general meetings. Non-Orthodox Christians are most welcome to subscribe as friends and supporters 
of the Greek Orthodox Community of Saint Barbara the Great Martyr, Chester. 


