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Dear brothers and sisters, 

Presbytera Anna and myself  had the pleasure of  a few days away
from the parish at the beginning of  November and we arranged to
stay  in  the  beautiful  village  of  Thaxted in  Essex.  Apart  from the
break we had two reasons for visiting the area!

We  had  the  blessing  to  be  offered  some  large  icons  for  Saint
Barbara by Father Iosef  and the Community of  the Twelve Hierarchs
in Hertfordshire and our trip enabled us to collect them and enjoy a
visit to that lovely church and a few of  its people. We came away with
a  car  load  of  seven  fine  icons  including  the  Theotokos,  Saints
George, Phanourios,  Constantine & Helen, Nektarios, Andrew and
Eirene. Thank you Fathers Iosef, Demetrianos and Community.

While in the area we also took a day out to visit the Monastery of
Saint  John the Baptist  at  Tolleshunt Knights  where we were made
very  welcome  by  the  monks  and  nuns,  especially  Archimandrite
Kyrill, Hieromonk Melchisedec and Sister Magdalen. We came away
filled with joy, and a lot poorer after emptying the bookshop(!). Apart
from books we were able to bring back a censer stand and a new large
censer. Sunday School benefitted also with much fresh material and
work books.

If  you  do  not  know  Essex  (we  really  didn't)  then  it  is  to  be
recommended. There are many fine churches in the county together
with  some  beautiful  villages  besides  the  Orthodox  presence  with
several communities to be found in Colchester and elsewhere.

With much love for you this Holy Nativity
Fr Pancratios & Presb. Anna

   ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The following Baptism took place recently 
at Saint Barbara's:

Nov 11 - Darius Theodor Preda
Please pray for him, his family and sponsors.

 Eleanor Ioannou 
As we go to press, we

learned of  the falling asleep
of  Eleanor after a long
battle with ill-health. We

offer our deepest sympathy
to her mother Christina,

her husband Jack (Koulis)
and all her family at this

difficult time. This much-
loved lady will be greatly

missed by all at both Saint
Barbara and Saint Nicholas
churches. May she rest with

the angels and the saints
and her memory be eternal.

http://www.stbarbara.org.uk/
http://www.thyateira.org.uk/


Principal Services for December
2nd Saturday 5.30pm Vespers
3rd Sunday 10.00am Matins Prophet Zephaniah

11.00am Divine Liturgy followed by a fasting lunch
Feast of  the Dedication: our Patroness Saint Barbara the Great Martyr - by Anticipation

6th Wednesday 11.00am Divine Liturgy St Nicholas, Wonderworker & Archbishop of  Myra
9th Saturday 5.30pm Vespers
10th Sunday 10.00am Matins Martyrs Menas, Hermogenes & Eugraphos

11.00am Divine Liturgy
11th Monday 6.30pm Vespers St Spyridon, Wonderworker & Archbishop of  Trimythous
13th Wednesday 11.00am Divine Liturgy St Herman of  Alaska
16th Saturday 5.30pm Vespers
17th Sunday 10.00am Matins Sunday of  the Holy Forefathers

11.00am Divine Liturgy
Annual General Meeting follows

20th Wednesday 11.00pm Divine Liturgy Hieromartyr Ignatios the Godbearer
22nd Friday 11.00am Royal Hours
23rd Saturday 5.30pm Vespers
24th Sunday 10.00am Matins Eve of  the Nativity of  Christ

11.00am Divine Liturgy

25thMonday 10.00am Matins
11.00am Liturgy of  St Basil    Feast of  the Nativity of  Christ

30th Saturday 5.30pm Vespers
31st Sunday 10.00am Matins

11.00am Divine Liturgy Leavetaking of  the Nativity

Principal Services for January 2018

1st Monday 11.00am Liturgy of  Saint Basil Feast of  the Circumcision; Saint Basil the Great
Cutting of  the Vasilopitta

3rd Wednesday 11.00am Divine Liturgy Prophet Malachai
6.30pm Vespers Synaxis of  the Seventy

4th Thursday 11.00am The Royal Hours for the Eve of  the Theophany
5th Friday 11.00am Liturgy of  Saint Basil Eve of  the Theophany

followed by The Great Blessing of  Waters
6th Saturday 11.00am Divine Liturgy Feast of  the Theophany

followed by The Great Blessing of  Waters & Lunch
5.30pm Vespers

7th Sunday 10.00am Matins
11.00am Divine Liturgy Synaxis of  the Forerunner

10th Wednesday 11.00am Divine Liturgy St Gregory of  Nyssa
13th Saturday 5.30pm Vespers
14th Sunday 10.00am Matins

11.00am Divine Liturgy The Monastic Fathers murdered in Sinai and Raiphu
17th Wednesday 11.00am Divine Liturgy St Anthony the Great
18th Thursday 6.30pm Vespers St Mark of  Ephesus
20th Saturday 5.30pm Vespers
21st Sunday 10.00am Matins

11.00am Divine Liturgy St Maximos the Confessor
24th Wednesday 11.00am Divine Liturgy Nun Xenia of  Milassa
27th Saturday 5.30pm Vespers
28th Sunday 10.00am Matins

11.00am Divine Liturgy St Ephrem the Syrian
29th Monday 6.30pm Vespers Synaxis of  the Œcumenical Teachers
31st Wednesday 11.00am Divine Liturgy Unmercenary Martyrs, Cyrus and John

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~



Some Further Thoughts on the Life
and Traditions of our Orthodox Faith

.

Chrismation and the Prayers at the Birth of  a Child

Chrismation  

Having been immersed in the waters of  Baptism we
have been, soul and body, literally drowned and emerge
the 'New Man', washed clean of  both sin and dirt. We
are restored to the state of  Adam and Eve before their
Fall.

Why then should we immediately undergo a second
rite - that of  Chrismation?

If  Baptism then, is our participation in Pascha - the
death and resurrection of  Christ - then Chrismation is
our participation  in Pentecost; the descent of  the Holy
Spirit for, in the words of  the Sacrament, we receive the
seal of  the gift of  the Holy Spirit through anointing with
the  Holy  Chrism  (Myron).  Pascha  is  incomplete
without Pentecost since the risen Lord called upon the
Disciples  to be patient until  the coming of  the Holy
Spirit  as  He  promised  them.  And  what  a
transformation took place  then.  See  how these  once
simple men took the Gospel out into the world, as we
read in the Book of  the Acts.

The  descent  and  entry  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  not
visible  to  us  and  the  physical  annointing  with  the
Myron is a visible confirmation of  what has happened
to us. It is, too, a mark of  the reality of  our unity with
all  other  Orthodox  Christians  throughout  space  and
time - the brotherhood of  all (Orthodox) believers.

This Myron is produced by our Patriarch, and every
Patriarch,  as  required  every  few  years.  Olive  oil  and
herbs  and  spices  are  heated  in  a  great  cauldron  to
produce a sweet-smelling liquid. To that is  added the
remains from the previous making and a small quantity
from  each  of  the  other  Patriarchs.  This  is  then
distributed to all the bishops who then distribute it to
each  parish  in  their  care.  So  the  myron  we  are
annointed with has the property of  encompassing both

time and space. Every one of  us who is Chrismated, no
matter when or where we may be, is annointed with the
same oil. What a perfect and visible sign of  our one-
ness,  each with all,  as  entering  into the unity  of  the
Faithful - bound by the one Holy Spirit.

On the rites surrounding birth

How often we overlook these three simple services
of  thanksgiving  that  are  of  such  great  benefit  to
mother and baby after the birth of  a child. 

These are the prayers at birth when the priest visits
the home or hospital to offer prayers of  thanksgiving
and for the speedy recovery of  the mother after her
labour.

Then on the  Eighth  Day the  baby  is  brought  to
church  by  its  sponsor  (not  the  mother  who  should
remain  at  home)  and  is  given  its  name  during  the
prayers.  Here it  is  presented to the  Mother  of  God.
The final one of  these three is that of  the Forty-Days
Service when the mother returns to the church for the
first time since before the birth. Traditionally, this was
the  first  time  the  mother  ventured  outside  of  the
house. Now we give thanks for the restored health of
the mother and also for the health and future of  the
child she has borne.

Mother is restored to the church after her trial and
the baby is presented before the faithful, the angels and
saints,  and  the  whole  company  of  heaven  in
anticipation of  its Baptism.

These three services are so important in the flow of
our  earthly  lives  that  they  should  not  be  forgotten.
When you are pregnant, ladies, please keep the priest
informed so that he may attend you at the appropriate
times and be at hand on any unforeseen difficulty for
other prayers to be offered.

There's more to follow ... Fr. Pancratios

==<<O>>==
Are you good with scissors and needles (or sewing Machine)?

Our good friends  in  Greece  have  donated  a  large  quantity  of  cloth,  galons  and
crosses to make a range of  servers  sticharia  (vestments).  We are still  looking for
volunteers willing to help cut out and sew up these vestments to a range of  sizes. In
this way, at long last, we will have servers dressed in a uniform manner. Please see
Presbytera Anna to offer your help. Thank you.



Love - and what might be done about it!

Last month we looked at  Anger and how we might
overcome it.

Now let us look at the complete opposite -  Love  -
and how we might acquire it so as to make it the all-
encompassing  part  of  our  very  being,  both  inwardly
and outwardly.

God is Love! He so loves that He brought the whole
of  Creation into being and in that creation he planted
us human beings to love and be loved. God's love is
beyond our comprehension and when He touches us
we are driven to respond in that we partake of  a tiny
fragment of  His love and respond to it. However, there
are, of  course, two ways by which we may respond -
acceptance or rejection. 

Can we hold on to that touch of  love or will the evil
one - the devil - seek to overwhelm it with anger and
hate  and all  the  other  passions?  So  many  reject  this
touch  of  God's  love  and  suffer  the  most  appalling
consequences,  turning  'love'  into  passion  and  lust.
These  are  drowned in  a  well  of  enjoyment,  pleasure
and the  acquisition  of  material  goods  and so isolate
themselves from God. These enter the world of  self
and are enslaved thereby. Whatever passes for 'love' in
them is debased and unworthy.

On the other  hand when we respond positively  to
God's loving touch, we are transformed. We begin to
see the many possibilities when we look into the other
person's face and see there the image of  Christ. Then
we begin to reflect God's love for us by exhibiting it to
all around us. Here we find true freedom - the freedom
to love  unreservedly  and with  the  wholeness  of  our
being. What we once considered so important in our
lives  -  enjoyment,  pleasure  and  the  acquisition  of
material goods - is no longer of  significance.

It  is  an  appropriate  time  of  the  year  as  we  pass
through the Nativity Fast to do some reading. Here is
some classical reading for a change - Charles Dickens'
A Christmas Carol - and to put ourselves in the shoes of
Ebenezer Scrooge. A miser and hater of  men and how
he was transformed into a kinder, wiser man. Dickens
was prompted to write this story after his visit to the
Field Lane Ragged School a place of  some comfort for
a few of  the many poor,  starving and illiterate street
children  of  early  Victorian  London.  Scrooge  is
transformed  through  these  visitations  and  learns  the
true value of  love.

We must not consider a nebulous concept of  love to
be sufficient in our spiritual journey; love must pervade
our entire life, in our faith and in our works. Note how
Scrooge puts his new-found love into action by sending
a gift to his servant on Christmas Day (and for Scrooge
it doesn't end there – nor should it for us!).

God's  love,  once accepted,  enfolds  us  utterly.  In  a
sense we can no longer help our actions, they become
as  natural  to  us  as  breathing.  Because  we  begin  to
understand  the  concept  of  love,  we  can  begin  to
understand Christ's Incarnation, Passion, Resurrection
and Ascension as His love for us and the overwhelming
abundance of  it.  Perhaps one of  the finest scriptural
texts on love is contained in the First Letter of  Saint
John the Evangelist that begins: My dear people, let us love
one  another  since  love  comes  from  God ...  (Ch.4:7-19).
Reflecting on these words helps us to understand how
the  early  Christians  responded,  sharing  all  things  in
common and not fearing to be thrown to the lions as
martyrs  for  Christ.  Then,  when  God's  love
encompasses  us,  anger  can  gain  no  foothold;  the
provoking demons are defeated and driven off  and we
live in harmony with our fellow men.

Sadly, today we are so misled by the concept of  'love'
as it is portrayed in film, television, books, magazines
and the entire gamut of  popular culture. It is promoted
in every way imaginable but God's way. It is demoted to
the measure of  lust and passion and is intended to foul
our minds and our whole lives. Is it any wonder that
war and hatred,  civil  disturbance and domestic abuse
figure so largely in news reports when God's love for
us  and  our  Love  for  God  is  shut  out  of  society's
perception.

It is for us, as faithful believers, to exhibit His love
for  all  in  our  everyday  lives,  in  our  homes  and
workplaces  and  wherever  we  may  be,  to  make  a
difference and prove that God is not dead.

       Fr. Pancratios     

  As  an  aside,  it  is  said  that  we  use  many  more
muscles  to  smile  than  to  frown and  equally  it  is  so
much easier to exhibit  anger than love.  But it  is  also
said  that  the  'smile'  muscles  are  stronger  than  the
'frown'  muscles  so  let's  replace  our  Anger  (frown)
muscles with Love (smile) ones.



Read what Saint Justin Popovich (+1979) has to say about true Love:
Love  for  Christ  overflows  into  love  for  one's  neighbour,  love  for  truth,  love  for
holiness, for the world, for purity, for everything divine, for everything deathless and
eternal ... All these forms of  love are natural manifestations of  love for Christ. Christ
is the God-man, and love for Him always means love for God and for man. When we
love Christ God, we also love all that is divine, immortal and Christ-like in people. We
can't truly love people if  we do not love them for the sake of  these causes. Any other
love is pseudo-love, which is easily changed into lovelessness and hatredness toward
people.  True love for man comes from love for God, and love for God grows in
accordance with the keeping of  His commandments.

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~

Our Patronal Feast 

The Celebration for our Patroness, Saint Barbara, is held on the
4th December each year. This marks the 33rd Anniversary of  our

Community and we will celebrate the Feast by anticipation on
Sunday 3rd December. Following the joyful celebration of  the

Eucharist we will hold a fasting buffet lunch in the parish room.
Presbytera Anna and her team will organise this lunch and we will

welcome all contributions of  fasting foods that you may offer.
Please speak with Presb. Anna regarding the food you would like

to provide for this happy occasion.

Annual General Meeting & Elections to the Board

The AGM will be held in the Parish Room on 17th December,
immediately following the Liturgy for the Reports and presentation

of  the Accounts. Elections to the Board are also to be held. You
must be a paid-up adult member of  the parish to vote or stand for

election. Membership Forms and Nomination Forms (if  you wish to
be considered for election to the Parish Board) are to be found at the

Candle Desk. Please complete them and hand them in as soon as
possible to any of  the officers whose details are shown below.

The 100 Club

The 100 Club is still open for membership for the 2017/18 season.
An application form is to be found on page 8 below. If  you wish to
be a member, please fill it in and return with your subscription as

soon as possible. All proceeds benefit the church. Thank you.

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~

Please remember that all parishioners have an open invitation to visit the Presbytery - kettle is almost always on.
Best to phone in advance to make sure we're in!



Archbishop Gregorios' Pastoral Letter
for the beginning of  the Nativity Fast

Dear beloved in the Lord,

It is a great pleasure to write to you to remind you that
starting on the 15th of  November this month, feast day
of  Sacred Confessors and Martyrs Gouria, Samon and
Abbibos, we will be entering the Christmas season. The
Mother  Church  with  its  hymns,  Services  and fasting,
leads us into the Mystery of  Christmas. This holy and
joyful  period  begins  with  the  chanting  of  Christ's
descent, "Christ is born! Glorify Him! Christ descends
from  the  heavens,  welcome  Him!  Christ  is  now  on
earth, O be jubilant! Sing to the Lord, the whole earth,
and sing praises to Him with joy, O ye people, for He
has  been  exalted."  This  pan-Christian  celebration  is
expressed with actions, prayers, both private and public
which takes place in Church,  every Sunday and feast-
day, and in the Monasteries or Sketes where the Monks
and the Nuns dedicate their lives to the praise of  the
Triune  Worshipped  God.  With  the  Event  of  the
Incarnation of  the God-man Christ, the Prophecies of
the Israelite Saints of  the Ancient World, in Greece and
the Middle East, are fulfilled. We are privileged because
we live in the times of  ‘Christ’s birth’, the eternal will of
sacred philanthropy and love have been actualised in the
Person of  “the Only Son and the Word of  God born
of  the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of
Judea”. Therefore, following the sacred hymnographer
of  the Church, we remind ourselves and each other of
our  faith  in  our  Saviour  and  Redeemer  of  mankind
Christ and our praise to him. Doxology is not limited to
words  only,  but  also  becomes  an  action,  a  personal
encounter with and a live faith in Christ as a Saviour and
Redeemer of  mankind.

These  forty  days  before  Christmas  are  days  of
anticipation and preparation in order to celebrate in a
sacred manner with peace, love, purity of  soul and body,
and free from the many and unbearable "burdens" that
each of  us carries on our souls and bodies. Our goal,
dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, is to strive until
Christ is formed in us and we are confident that "Christ
is everything and is in everything"; that he will guide our
lives and actions so that we will always be instruments
of  Divine Grace and living members of  His mystical
body of  His Church. His simplicity of  life, his modest
clothing and way of  living, his humble countenance and
his sacred association with and thought for others, the
poor  and  humble  in  heart,  his  unceasing  prayer  for
those  whom  nature  and  our  greed  have  ignored,
perhaps help us in our true and genuine preparation for
the  reception  of  the  Unique  Visitor  of  the  Human
Race,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  whom  Christians  are
waiting for  to celebrate  at this  Period.  So let  us pray,
"modestly and humbly" that Christ may come bringing
the  coveted  faith,  unwavering  faith,  peace,  love  and
brotherhood  and  the  blessing  that  we  all  need,  as
characteristically written by St Paul, "So then, just as you
received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives
in him, rooted and built upon him, strengthened in the
faith  as  you  were  taught,  and  overflowing  with
thankfulness "(Colossians. 2.6-7).
Wishing  that  you  to  spend  these  sacred  days  of
preparation in health, peace and joy, and in anticipation
of  the  majestic  holiday  of  Christmas,  with  many
blessings, love and honour in the Lord.
 
Archbishop  Gregorios  of  Thyateira  and Great Britain
London, November 2017

~~~~~~~~~~(((:)))~~~~~~~~~~
Consecration

Our sister church of  St Barbara, St Phanourios and St Paul
in Southend-on-Sea is to consecrated by
His Eminence, Archbishop Gregorios

over the weekend of  Saturday 2nd/Sunday 3rd December

We offer hearty congratulations to the community on this momentous occasion
and for the forthcoming ordination of  Father Deacon Panayiotis to the priesthood

to serve the parish on the 16th December.

Please remember them in your prayers



A Scripture Reading Calendar for December 

1 Fast 1 Timothy 4:4-8,16 Luke 20:19-26 Trans of  the relics of  St Botolph, Abbot of  Ikanhoe (England, 680)
2 Fast*** Galatians 3:8-12 Luke 12:32-40 Repose of  the elder Luke, the “Guestmaster” of  Valaam (1965)
3 Fast*** Ephesians 5:8b-19 Luke 18:35-43 Commemoration of  the Nun Rafaela of  Zhitomir (2005)
4 Fast*** Galatians 3:23-4:5 Mark 5:24-34 Icon of  the Theotokos of  Damascus – the Three-handed (c680)
5 Fast*** 1 Timothy 5:11-21 Luke 21:12-19 Venerable Martyrs of  Karyes Skete killed by the Latins (1280)
6 Fast*** 1 Timothy 5:22-6:11a Luke 21:5-8a,10-11,21-24 The miraculous apparition of  St Nicholas at the 1st Ecu. Council
7 Fast*** 1 Timothy 6:17-21 Luke 21:28b-33 “Seligersk” Vladimirsk Icon of  the Theotokos (before 16thC)
8 Fast 2 Timothy 1:1,2,8-18 Luke 21:37-22:8 St Cyril, enlightener of  the Chudian people (1367)
9 Fast*** Galatians 5:22-6:2 Luke 13:19-29 Icon of  the Theotokos “Unexpected Joy”  (before 1700)
10 Fast*** Ephesians 6:10-18 Luke 13:10-17 Synaxis of  the Archangel Gabriel before the battle of  Coronate (689)
11 Fast*** 2 Timothy 2:20-26 Mark 8:11-21 Synaxis of  the Saints of  Georgia
12 Fast*** 2 Timothy 3:16-4:4 Mark 8:22-26 Repose of  Flegont, Stylite of  Kimlyai (Mordova, 1870)
13 Fast** 2 Timothy 4:9-22 Mark 8:30-34 Synaxis of  the First Martyrs of  the American Land (Juvenal & Peter)
14 Fast*** Titus 1:5-14 Mark 9:10-15 Repose of  the Recluse John of  Sezenovo Convent (1839)
15 Fast** 2 Timothy 1:15-2:10 Mark 9:33-41 Synaxis of  the Saints of  the Crimea
16 Fast** Ephesians 1:16-23 Luke 14:1-11 St Sophia of  Suzdal, nun (1342)
17 Fast** Colossians 3:4-11 Luke 14:16-24; Matt 22:14 Repose of  Hieroschemamonk Daniel, poet of  Romania (1962)
18 Fast Hebrews 3:5-11,17-19 Mark 9:42-10:1 Repose of  Schemanun Nazaria, Eldress of  Varatec Monastery (1814)
19 Fast Hebrews 4:1-13 Mark 10:2-12 Repose of  Hieromonk Hermogenes (Siberia, 1690)
20 Fast** Hebrews 5:11-6:8 Mark 10:11-16 Novgorod Icon of  the Theotokos, “Rescuer of  the Drowning”
21 Fast Hebrews 7:1-6 Mark 10:17-27 Repose of  Mother Stavritsa the Missionary (Kenya, 2000)
22 Fast Hebrews 1:10-2:3 Matthew 1:18-25 Icon of  the Theotokos, Igumenia of  Manjava Skete
23 Fast** Galatians 3:8-12 Luke 13:18-29 Repose of  Eldress Eudocia of  Leushino, Fool-for-Christ (1886)
24 Fast** Hebrews 1:1-12 Luke 2:1-20 Icon of  the Theotokos “All Creation Rejoices in Thee” (17thC)
25 Fastfree Galatians 4:4-7 Matthew 2:1-12 Massacre of  Monk-martyr Jonah & others by the Swedes (1589)
26 Fastfree Hebrews 2:11-18 Matthew 2:13-23 Icon of  the Theotokos “Eleousa” at Kykkos (1stC) [& others]
27 Fastfree Acts 6:8-7:5,47-60 Matthew 21:33-42 Icon of  the Theotokos “The Merciful”
28 Fastfree Hebr. 10:35-39: 11:1-7 Mark 11:27-33 Repose of  Joseph the Hesychast (Romanis, 1828)
29 Fastfree Hebrews 2:11-18 Matthew 2:13-23 Commemoration of  all Orthodox Christians who have died 

  from hunger, thirst, the sword and freezing
30 Fastfree 1 Timothy 3:13-4:5 Matthew 3:1-6 Uncovering of  the relics of  St Daniel of  Pereyaslavl (1540)
31 Fastfree 2 Timothy 4:5-8 Mark 1:1-8 Repose of  Metropolitan Peter Moghila of  Kiev (1646)

* Wine is allowed on this day    
** Wine & Oil are allowed on this day     

*** Fish, Wine & Oil are allowed on this day  
Sundays are shown in Bold

† Note there are more readings on certain days - If  you have no other Calendar, the Diocesan Hemerologion serves as a guide.
Alternatively search the internet and download Menologion 3.0 - a useful perpetual calendar

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For the Health of Soul and Body ...

A Christian must be courteous to all. His words and deeds should breath with the grace of the Holy
Spirit, which abides in his soul,  so that  in this way he might glorify the  name of  God. He who
regulates all of his speech also regulates all of his actions. He who keeps watch over the words he is
about to say also keeps watch over the deeds he intends to do, and he never goes out of the bounds of good
and  benevolent  conduct.  The  graceful  speech  of  a  Christian  is  characterised  by  delicateness  and
politeness. This fact, born of love, produces peace and joy. On the other hand, boorishness gives birth to
hatred, enmity, affliction, competitiveness, disorder and wars.”

 St. Nektarius of Aegina, +1920



The Greek Orthodox Parish of  Saint Barbara the Great Martyr, Chester
Charity No: 114475

Dear Parishioners, family, friends and visitors.

We are once again inviting you to join the 100 club for the period November 2017- August 2018. To all of  
you who participated last year a huge thank you! And to all the winner’s; congratulations! The proceeds of  the 
fundraiser contributed to the running costs of  the church which are particularly high in winter. Thanks also to 
those who so very kindly donated their winnings back to the church, of  course this is a wonderful gesture but we 
cannot stress how unnecessary! If  you haven’t been part of  the 100 club before here are the basics:

 It is a lottery style draw that is licensed and used as a means of  fundraising for much 
needed church funds. i.e. electricity and church school supplies.

 ANYONE is welcome to join, parishioners, family, friends and of  course visitors. 

 It costs just £10 to join which equates to £1 per draw (it runs Nov-Aug)

 The draw will take place in the refectory on the last Sunday of  each month, members are 
allocated or can choose a number from 1-100. If  your number is drawn you win a cash 
prize.

 The prize is dependent on how many members there are and is split 50/50 with the 
church fund. For example, 100 players = £100 (winner receives £50 and the church 
receives £50); 50 players = £50 (winner receives £25 and the church receives £25)

 If  your number is drawn and you are not in church, your name will be on the noticeboard
and we will also contact you via email/phone.

To join:  Please print out and return the form with £10 cash to either Rachel or Michael Aristodemou, or 
Presbytera Anna. There are also forms for your use at the Candle Desk.

God bless you all and Thank you for your support.

Rachel & Michael Aristodemou

Fundraising Committee 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name: ______________________________________________________ 

D.O.B: _______/_____/____________

Email: ______________________________________________________

Contact telephone number: ____________________

I would like to join the 100 club. 

I understand the terms of  play and enclose payment of  £10 (cash)

Signed: ______________________________________ Date: ________________



Priest in Charge: Very Rev’d Protopresbyter Pancratios Sanders

The Presbytery, 18 Shannon Close, Saltney, Chester. CH4 8PJ
Telephone: 01244 659717; Mobile: 07850 467675

email: pancratios@btinternet.com

Parish Reader: Tsvetan Petkov
28 Greenfield Road

Waverton, Chester. CH3 7NF

President: Anthony Knox,
1 Willow Lea, Mollington, Chester. CH1 6LW

Treasurer: Robert Gale
40 Ffordd Parc, Bodnant, Prestatyn. LL19 9LJ

Secretary: Presbytera Anna Sanders
18 Shannon Close, Saltney, Chester. CH4 8PJ

The Divine Liturgy is served at the Church of Saint Barbara the Great Martyr each Sunday at 11.00am and on all the major Feasts.

Fr Pancratios is normally in church during the day on Tuesdays & Thursdays. Please phone him before setting out to avoid a wasted journey.

Church (Sunday) School is held after the time of Communion every Sunday of each month during school term times (except on major feasts).

Pastoral Visits should be arranged by contacting Fr Pancratios. 

Weddings, Baptisms, Receptions etc., by arrangement with Father Pancratios.

Confessions before the Divine Liturgy or after Vespers and at other times by arrangement.
Catechism Classes by arrangement with Fr Pancratios.

OIKOUMENIKON PATRIARCEION - IERA ARCIEPISKOPH QUATEIRWN KAI MEGALHS BRETANIAS

Please print, cut out, and sent with your donation to the Treasurer. The community is grateful for every contribution received so that the work
of  the church may continue.  In the present difficult  economic climate such gifts  are a true sacrifice.  Please remember that  there is  a
reduction for those not in work and that it is also possible to make your giving quarterly. 

Please remember, if  you are a UK taxpayer we can recover the tax that you have paid on your contribution to the work of  the church – but only if  you fill in an envelope (to be found at the church door) and place
your gift in it. Especially in these difficult times, the church needs your financial support. As I'm sure you understand, work on our church building is ongoing and expensive, besides our ordinary day-to-day
expenses. May God bless you all for your support in these matters and may you seek the guidance of  the Holy Spirit in forming a regular and responsible habit of  giving for the work of  His Church.

                 Membership Subscription 2017/18          (12/17)
Greek Orthodox Community of  Saint Barbara the Great Martyr

Overleigh Cemetery, Overleigh Road, Chester. CH4 7HW

Title:_____Initials:_______Surname:______________________________

Address:____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Postcode:________________Date:_______________________________

Membership is £5.00 per person, per month. Membership applies to 
those of  18 years of  age and over. Fees may be waived for the unwaged.

It is preferable for memberships to be paid by Standing Order on a 
monthly basis on the First Day of  each month. St Barbara's Bank details:
Barclays Bank: Sort Code 20-20-46, Account number 33974146. Further 
details can be found on www.stbarbara.org.uk/membership 

Alternatively, membership can be paid using the envelopes available at church 
at £5.00 per month or £60.00 annual subscription.
I am a UK taxpayer intending tax to be reclaimed on the enclosed donation made under the 
Gift Aid scheme (please delete if  not applicable)
Signature:___________________________________________________
Please return to the Treasurer with your gift::

John Gale, 40 Ffordd Parc, Bodnant, Prestatyn. LL19 9LJ
Please note that only Orthodox Christians in good standing may hold full membership and be permitted to

vote at general meetings. Non-Orthodox Christians are most welcome to subscribe as friends and supporters 
of  the Greek Orthodox Community of  Saint Barbara the Great Martyr, Chester. 

http://www.stbarbara.org.uk/membership
mailto:pancratios@btinternet.com

